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de voix et d'instances &nonciatrices et non une seule comme 1'expression
"gnonciateur' au singulier risquerait de le laisser croire... l'instance
de 1'énonciation (l'énonciateur) et la stratégie énonciative lorsqu'on les
reconstitue a posteriori et toujours hypothétiquement ne font pas apparal-
nam une unité cohérente et non contradictoire et par 13, une intentionna-
1ité claire et univoque que l'on pourrait attribuer par postulation au
sujet parlant en tant qu'acteur social concret réel communiquant. Le sujet
parlant en tant qu'€nonciateur apparait divisé, traversé par des voix et
des intentionnalités distinctes et souvent opposées. Il y a donc des €non-
ciateurs et des &nonciataires qui leur correspondent dans un mwmnocﬂm:.o
Non que je veuille dire que le récat de vie so1t univoque. Ses énoncés
sont bel et bien divisés. Il n'existe pas de discours monos&mique, pas de
discours sans ambiguité, sans métaphorisation, sans équivoque et Sans ins-
cription de l'altérité, c'est entendu, mais la négociration de cette alté-
ritd, l'économie de cette division n'est pas la méme, et les conséquences
de ces différents fonctionnements est de quelqu'importance pour notre pro-

pos.

Le discours social, cette rumeur du social pénétre tous les discours
de la société, par bribes, par fragments, par configurations idéologiques
brisées, par images. Si 1'on fait une ccoupe synchronique de l'ensemble des
discours tenus dans une société 3 un moment donn€ (discours politique, dis-
cours philosophique, discours littéraire, discours médical, etc., et pour-
quoi pas aujourd'huz récit de vie), on s'apergoit qu'un certain nombre de
sociogrammes traversent la totalité des discours; c'est pourquoi j'appelle-
rai "discours transverse' cette chaine sociogrammatique qui s‘'inscrit dans

la totalité discursive. La prolifération du discours transverse est l'in-
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dice du degré de stérgotypie, de 1'inscription de 1'hégémonie doxique,

des clichés culturels dams le discours. Et c'est 13 ol 1'&criture litté-
raire (sauf lorsqu'elle se dégrade en pur roman # thise) et le recit de
vie {13 encore sauf dans quelques exceptions qui confirment toutes les T&-
nnmmu divergent constamment. Le récit de vie qui se moule implicitement
dans un scnéma narratif qui s'impose 4 son dire et qui réactualise un
schéma actantiel a peu de prise sur le discours transverse qui, au-dell
des informations trés réelles qu'il contient, 1'emnvahit totalement. Les
récits de vie sont dans leur singularité mé@me, leur tragique et &mouvante
banalité, des actualisations de chaines sociogrammatiques plus ou moins
figées en stérfotypes: sociogramme de 1'enfance difficile et malheureuse,
ou, symétriquement, sociogramme de 1l'enfance idéalis&e dans la nostalgie
des lointains, sociogramme de la famille "pauvre mais honngte', sociogram-
me de "la jeune fille plac@e comme domestique', du jeune homme qui doit
m.mﬂmuHﬁH. du marrage, de la nouvelle famille, sociogramme du travail, du
rapport avec les riches, etc. Claude Abastado recense trés bien ce que
j'appelle la chaine sociogrammatique figée en stéréotypes lorsqu'il &crit:
"La stéréotypie est de régle pour que les faits aient d'emblée une signi-
fication: est exemplaire ce qu'une tradition culturelle a reconnu comme tel.
On recense ainsi dams le récit de vie des anecdotes, des scénes, des situa-
tions obligées, attendues, qu'on peut nommer en reprenant les titres des
extraits d'anthologie: 'maissance non désirée', "portraits d'aieux", "en-
fance pauvre et orpheline”, "maladie', Maccident", “communion solennelle™,
"apprentissage", '"éducation sentimentale", "rencontre', ‘mariage", "sépa-
ration™, "deuils"™, "conversion", “cons&cration", etc. Mais chaque fois,
aux événements exceptionnels du texte-modéle, sont substituées des circon-

stances plus quotidiennes: la naissance non désirée n'est plus 1'hostilité
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des informations precieuses sur l'extra-texte, mais ce qui coule 4 flot,
c'est une vision idéalisée du pass&, le besoin nostalgique de folkloriser
ce qui n'est plus "les Juifs violonneux 3 la Chagall™, tout un peuple d'i-
mage d'Epinal du Shtetl, le bescin aussi de ressouder la communauté de ce
qui Teste, d'8tre solidaire, et pour celia, au besoin, de censurer les lut-
tes politiques si vives d'avant-guerre, de substituer d une société€ civi-
le trés riche et trés variée une pastorale sans 8ge, €ternisée et héroisée,
bref des stéréotypes nouveaux, des clichés sécurisants et politiquement ori-
entés, une téléologie capable de supporter la trageédie au plan discursif.
L'HEétérogénéité demeure mais dans la juxtaposition. Elle n'informe pas
1'ensemble du récit qui n'a plus rien de pluriel dans sa tél&ologie. La

piuralité a été ''digéree".

La tiction a plus d'espace pour déplacer les sociogrammes, se les
incorporer mais sans les figer en stéréotypes. Elle peut aussi plus faci-
lement les parodier et exorciser par 13 le démon des préconstruits cultu-
rels. Qu'on se souvienne de la facon dont Flaubert parle des lectures d'Em-
ma: "Elle se laissa donc glisser dans les méandres lamartiniens, Ecouter
les harpes sur les lacs, tous les chants des cygnes mourants, toutes les
chutes de. feuilles, les neiges pures qui montent au ciel et la voix de I'E-

10

ternel discourant dans les vallons". = Ce n'est pas seulement le plaisir

esthétique qui nous attache 2 ce passage, ce n'est pas son intertexte char-
gé, sa visée parodique qui montre & la fois la prise d'un certain roman-
tisme sur une jeune femme comme Emma et la distance prise par le narrateur
en face de son personnage. Non que le Técit de vie ne puisse rompre avec
une certaine lindarité et procurer lui aussi un grand plaisir esthétique.

-

Maurizio Catani le dit excellemment i propos de son héroine "Tante Suzanne':

400

"Sous les anecdotes, la fixité des' formes rhétoriques, l1a chanson et ré-
citation qui toutes deux ménent 3 la mére, dessine la récurrence d'une su-
perposition et fonde la l&€gitimité et la possibilit® d'une transmission.
C'est exploit qui surprend, quand il est question d'une biographie, nos at-
tentes de lecteurs habitués & un dfroulEment lingaire ou i des simples re-
tours en arridre, exploit qui consiste 4 signifier la m@me chose, eu égard
4 la construction, alors m@me que tante Suzanne tire la possibiiité de ra-
conter, en un récit structuré, l'histoire de son devenir personnel. Les
chansons et les récitations en sont la marque formelle et la forme socia-
le, Marque formelle par leur caractére rhétorique clos, un tout opposé i
la spontanéité d'un récit; forme sociale parce que ces formes pogtiques
demandent, pour 2tre actualisées, la pr&sence d'une assistance qui com-
prend le rituel, réunions ou qudtes, od se manifestent ces formes. C'est

cela qui permet de dire Je, de se raconter®. !

Nous vo1l& en plein parado-
xe. Ce qui confére au récit de tante Suzanne sa réelle "litt&rarit&", son
originalité, c'est le recours, loin de toute spontanéité, i des formes ri-

tualisées, répétitives, qui renvoient d son rapport 3 1a mére, c'est la

prise en compte du langage comme matiére signifiante. Dejd de la littéra-

ture?

Faire parler les silences de 1'Histoire comme le voulait Michelet
n'est peut-2tre tout d fait possible que dans la fiction. Faire &clater les
stéréotypes, détruire les clichés, déplacer les sociogrammes, les images
culturelles, ne peut se faire que par la prise en compte de 1'hétérogénéité
constitutive de toute formation discursive, et que par un travail sur le
signifiant. Les interviewés bien scuvent ne donnent au chercheur que ce

u'il veut bien entendre, ocu le " arle' du tout venant doxique. La fic-
q ¢2 P
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o> titre d'exemple non pas d'Histoire orale, mais de dispositifs textuels
qui reviennent au méme par d'autres moyens, les livres du souvenir, récem-
ment €tudiés par Annette Wiewiorka et Itzhox Niborski, Les Livres du sou-
venir: Mémoriaux juifs de Pologne, raris, Gallimard, coll. Archives, 1983,

pom. Flaubert, Madame Bovary, cité par Jean-Marie Gautres, "Les Lectures
d'Emma™, in Le Lecteur et la lecture dans 1'oeuvre, actes du Colloque in-
ternational de Clermont-Ferrand, Faculté des Lettres et Sciences humaines
de 1'Université de Clermont-Ferrand II, fasc. 1S, 1982, p. 63.
szwcuwuwo Catani, Suzanne Mazé, Tante Suzanne. Une Histoire de vie soci-
ale, Paris, Librairie des Méridiens, 1982, p. 107.

Yygatrice Didier, Stendhal autobiographe, Paris, PUF, 1983, p. 289.

402



10} 4

UGL3duoy U3 S3L1Rq Sa3LRIudWAULIANDD sS3adinby.p uoLsSIIONS aun unoy
U0S R sujedlua 3[enbe] *s3alns 3p I|QUBSUD UN UNS D ieIuAMS|ied
gildofew anbuoajanb aun uasiieau ap p3Lpiqissodur, | ¢ ‘9L34ed ua ‘anp
S30L4IIBLLP SBPPL 53 13 S413030QC $IP PILILQRISUL,| IJUIPLAY ua
qu, {13 ¢ SIIPFII UD 1o [3LJPIRW UD ‘SIWLOY UI SUIKOW sap ueid ne
‘3410374A 3SNILN0I BUR, P ULRWBPUS] N ‘9I5ILUBW IS UOLIDBIIIUL 33133
"aunaiad1xa anbiitjod es Ip ‘awgw-g| J4ed ¢33 uu.:n.& B[ 9p 8suajdp
ap anbiyilod ef 3p snoy 3uadidrjaed sianbsa| “sanboap sawliqoud
SIUILPISLP SP 3JURISUCD UOLJIRUIIUL, | JUBULRIU0D sabeBYp B 2inpuos
RARE 3pmy 3[ 131 aun.nb sy1ediglubis snid s8f sajduexs saq

TSIALYIUAR XRR F|QUASUS, | 4312dWOD AP SIL40P
sadiowpw S3p § sabeubiowpy $92 49jUOLJUOD 3P ‘xnd adjud sabeub owgy
sanaisnid J4a3u04juod ap ea3iawiad xLoyd a3 *tediourad axe awwod nualad
2435 QULYJOpul,p BwR(gosd B *xnasquou ulFP S3Ladp S3L 13 SIAJA
240JUB SPTJIA0LIUGD SI| ‘S3ydia snid S3| Ju0S SI|GLuodsip sabeubowgy
S3| ‘sio} ef R *‘{anba| Jns 13fns 3| 3s3,2 anb aoued ‘uiiug

‘jualraudad 3| sebeublowsy sa| anb suop s3p
f$831u3s9ud JUCJIS SBILIN suosieuedwed sa| ‘ssafuedly SjuswBuLBAnGcS
sap Jed s53g049Xd suorssadd s3) no sastad SUOLSLOPP S| *SIUSWBUPAP
sawgu $3p sodoad @ “JauLWEXI, P I|QRILEYROS NO ILERSSIIPU  eJaS Lt
‘sjutod sad uns anbsuao| “juswd(|sunjeyN -uolsenssLp ap aJ4Le3L
916932435 Bun uns SPpuos IsuaPp Sp anblyyiod 3un,p 33pL,{ 39
J[BUOL]2U 3.LRP[INU 3DJOS BUN, P UOLINFLISUOD B 3P uol3Sanb e dapaoqe
4nod jusuwweiou “agnbipui aporapd ey sgude 13 JuRAR S3jLe4 JUOUAS
SUOLSINJUL S8p ‘sulowdy SI| JRd SIP{NULIOS SUOLIRURLIFP SIP UOLIZUOS uF
TBuLUOOpu] P BJlEjle, | ..E”._S Juuagdouans eUME, | 3P UOLINGLISUOI
S{13N3udAZ, | ap Jnone pusw 3BGPP 3| “snbizueqie URL{(Y, | op
a4pel 3| Suep SOPULE SIU04 SAP PaLd Jns ISLW B C[RIUIPLIIO Spuow
NP ULaS N 3JuRL||E,P SPILEAT SIP wOLSN[IuOD e} .u:wEm:.u.Scwm.mo

T (SSlQEdLuNuEd  SBALYIIR  XNR  ULJN0JAJ. 3P  dujjawuad  JURAID -

31BP AU3LUJ3p 331190) PGET 39 SU4ING AYLXNIQ L 8P ULy B[ LS
2juedy US anblyifod §iA ®| ‘JuswsuLaANOB np neaatu ne ‘p3Lbe jue Lnb
‘9SUILPP 3P suoLysanb S3| J3AT UOLIR[AL UD “Saw|qo4d SBP SIL[3D JUOS
3) 'S3}LWL| SOP 4ANQLUIIR JLOA 3S LBAIP 31B[NS BISRA LSsnE up .

*yUauN03 13 sYuadedde
$3s 3p uJanbuyysip as greanod Jtoanod np 3L eP2 e 1S *sodoud
32 g ‘ALOA 2p AW 33 SULOWPYL S[I3 AP SUOLIRARISFP Sap Jljded ®
anbi3ilod uolsioap e ap aibolodhl aun uL[qeld,p 4931udT AP JuesSSAUPIUL
lquas ® |} °,93§$005 B SURP J4loAnog 97, Y Jnod Jueuaud
3leJu0 34L03SIY,p anbop{od un,p 3uped B3| suep “Lonbunod 3s2,)

S93LLlqesucdsas SIINBY Sp PIUSXB Jueke
XNRAPUPD SUAL0}4J0 *BUIEILIW UOLIBIAR,| R S3LL sanbpjrjod Saumoy
: aioanod np S3yd04d suolllsod Sap “sunaeAJasqo,p P3rjend use ne
Sanajoe aumiod ‘adnsso que Lnb spiLieuuosuad ap sSuoiXa[4pd SIL 33
acuatupdxa, | juainorypa sabeubiowdi Bp auquou uULRILAI un futy,| ap
UMY, L P LOISLY, | @ 43SSALPIUL,S JuCAPNOA Lnb  sun3YdLAYD xne
S3sSN?LIg4d JuawI|dulS JuOJIS $I|RJO SBALYIUR $33 3p dnoIneaq LS
‘8IN029,D S3UNAY (06 IJuRIuIspudaa juswaslsibasua,p saocueps Qo9 Ip
S4noY ne *sauuosaad goy ap mumcgoeﬁ 3 ‘Y961 uiy 33 P67 suwoine, |
AquUB “LELLBNIBA R ULy, | 9P IFway,|l 3P 3InbLaoISLY BILAUES B

‘uwXneao ssbeubiowpy sp s|quasua un,p Jijded g
anbiiriod uoLsLogp v ap 216010dA1 ap (eSST 9L RPL 1D YW : dLoanod,,

*NVINIG0Y U21ONT |e43u3g




d'urgences circonstancielles ; i1 en résulte un extréme inconfort
pour ceux qui, 3 I'extérieur, sont les délégataires de 1'autorité
gouvernementale -  représentants nationaux & des  instances
internationales ou chefs militaires sur le terrain - et qui, dans
bien des cas se trouvent dépourvus de directives véritables et
suivies. Cette interaction montre enfin, 1'action politique frangaise
ayant alors presque toujours tendu a associer le camp occidental
a la "croisade" qu'elle pensait conduire, gue, tout au long de la
péricde et sur 1'ensemble concomitant des questions, 1'influence
américaine, encore qu'inspirée diversement dans le temps, s'est
fait sentir trés pesamment, en raison de la part prépondérante que
1'Amérique a prise dans la fourniture des moyens de toute nature:
notre liberté d'action, en Indochine en particulier, s'est donc
progressivement restreinte, au point que lorsqu'un gouvernement
frangais a enfin exprimé une ligne politique affirmée, 1'attitude
des Etats-Unis a d'abord €té d'hostilité jusqu'2 ce que leurs intéréts
trouvent leur compte dans Ta reconnaissance "in fine", par la France,
de leur position dominante en Extréme-0Orient.

A cdté de 1'action - et parfois de 1'indécision - des hommes
politiques dont la tendance trop fréquente est de transférer leurs
responsabilités a 1'autorité militaire, les témoignages mettent
encore en évidence le rble souvent obscur de personnages qui auront
pesé de fagon déterminante sur le cours des événements et dont
1'histoire ne retiendra pas les noms, tandis qu'a contrario elle
imputera a des hommes qui, certes, sont responsables, des erreurs
et des échecs devant de toute évidence é&tre attribués & ceux dont
ils ne sont que les mandataires.

On constatera pour conclure que, si les témoins dont beaucoup
se considerent comme des "spectacteurs engagés" ont pu apporter
un éclairage précieux & la compréhension de faits insuffisamment
expliqués, les acteurs eux-mémes, lorsqu'ils témoignent oralement,
restent, sans doute par souci de ménager leur image, sur une réserve
que 1'historien ne peut que regretter,
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nature. An area of common concern, however, was the degree
to which Louisville Blacks encountered difficulties with the
white community in attempting to achieve upward socioeconomic
mobility. A related concern was to determine to what extent
aid available to Blacks came from the white community and to
what extent it was generated from within the Black community
itself.

The role and nature of the Black family in America has
been a matter of scholarly debate and reexamination. From an
earlier (and to some extent implicitly if not explicitly
racist) denial of the existence of the Black family unit, later
work indicates the role and importance of the Black family and
deliniates its character. In the Louisville study, the im-
porrance of the family (nuclear and extended)--but particularly
that of the collective family (or community)--is manifest,
certainly in the context of the socioeconomic progress reported

5
from generation to generation.

A primary conclusion drawn from this study of Louisville
Blacks is that while the common stereotype of victimized
Blacks who obtained help from the occasional sympathetic white
is at times supported, there also was a real emphasis on the
role of Black self-help--in terms both of aid from individuals
and from institutions (libraries, schools, businesses). As
one successful Black businessperson described his successful

rise from job to job, '"FEach job that I have had--permanent jeb--
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was with a colored man.”" Although this study is 1limited in
its conclusions to the extent that it deals essentially with
Blacks who had risen to the middle class, it shows that the
internal distribution of power within this minority was at
least as important for upward mobility as was the power

exercised from without by the traditionally dominant white
6
society.

The study of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad was
more structured. The University of Louisville already held
the non-current records om the L&N. Interviews were conducted
with a selected group of 45 persons, 9 women and 36 men. The
youngest was 40; the oldest 86. (The median age was 67; the
mean 67.9.) Seventeen held blue-collar jobs; the rest (28)
white-collar positions. Six Blacks were interviewed; 2 women
and 4 men. All those interviewed had long work records with
the railroad--cften from 30 to 50 years. (The median length
of service was 36 years; the mean 36.08.) The interviews

7
took place in 1979 and 1980.

A commonality of themes developed from the L&N interviews.

Those conducted with management--at all levels from top
executives through the middle and lower layers-- concern

the decision-making process as it involved expanding the
railroad, expending funds, and dealing with workers; but those
interviews conducted with blue-collar workers also reveal
something about the location of power within the railroad.

These interviews illustrate the importance of the rail unions
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the production end--newspaper jobs were held by successive
generations within a family. As one longtime employee

explained:

There was a lot of nepotism. A father--and a son

would come along--and in turn his son would become

a printer. And they took great pride in the fact

that they could do this. It was a very respected

craft to be associated with. And for a long time

they were paid much better than carpenters, or

electricians, or other union help. But not in

recent wmmnm.ww

All three projects suggest several common points con-
cerning the locus and exercise of power within an institu-
tional framework in Louisville. First, clearly--and not
surprisingly-~-the institution itself has both visible and
hidden power in terms of the political, social, and eccnomic
behavior of the community. Second, to a greater extent than
might at first be imagined, individual employees may' have
unexpected impact upon the decision-making process and, thus,
upon the exercise of power. And, finally, there exist within
subgroups of the institutions various commumnities of interest
which perceive--and in some cases actually exercise--power ina
manner different from the desires of the supposedly controlling

group within the institution.

life of masses of people, it is

-

Steven Lukes has argued for a three-dimensional anal-

ysis of the exercise of power which deals with both indi-
vidual and group {(or collective) actions, whether conscious
or unconscious. He turns to Antonio Gramsci's Prison
Notebooks for a contrast between thought and action, where
one is reflected in rhetoric and the other in response.

Gramseci wrote that when this phenomenon is observed in the

the expression of profounder contrasts of a

social historical order. It signifies that the
social group in question may indeed have its own
conception of the world, even if only embryonic;

a conception which manifests itself in action,

but occasionally and in flashes--when, that is,
the group is acting as an organic totality. But
this same group has, for reasons of submission and
intellectual subordination, adopted a conception
which is not its own but is borrowed from another
group; and it affirms this conception wverbally

and believes itself to be following it, because
this is the conception which it follows in "normal
times"--that is when its conduct is not independent

12
and autonomous, but submissive and subordinate.

Lukes suggests that even if one one does not accept
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President: Milton Hannibal Smith and the L&N," Filson

Club History Quarterly, 43 (April 1969%), 125-50. Lirtle

has been written on the Courier-Journal and Times. For

an early period, see Joseph Frazier Wall, Henry Watterson:

Reconstructed Rebel (New York, 1956).

See, for example, Daniel Scott Smith, Mark Friedberger,
and Michel Dahlin, "The Family Structure of the Older
Black Population in the American South in 1880 and 1900,"

Soviology and Social Research, 63 (April 1979), 544-65;

Robert W. Fogel and Stanley L. Engerman, "Recent Findings
in the Study of Slave Demography and Family Structure,"

ibid., 566-89; Herbert G, Gutman, The Black Family in Slavery

and Freedom, 1750-1925 (New York, 1976); and Daniel P.

Moynihan, Negro Family in America: The Case for National

Action (New York, 1965). I have spoken earlier of the

Black history project at the Essex and Amsterdam International

Oral History Conferences. See Carl Ryant, "Reconstruction

of a Black Business District: Urban/Community Oral History

and the University of Louisville, Kentucky Oral History

Center;" unpublished paper, International Oral History

Conference, University of Essex, March 1979; idem,
"Socioeconomic Mobility in the Louisville, Kentucky, Black

1

Community," in Nelleke Bakker and Jaap Talsma, eds.,

Papers Presented to the International Oral History Conference

(Amsterdam, 1980); I, 49-64. See U. S. Department of

Commerce, Bureau of the Census; 1980 Census of Population,

I, Characteristics of the Population, B, General Population

Characteristics; 19, Kentucky (Washington, 1982); Table 25,
p. 53.

Tape 602, Oral History Collection, University of Louisville

Archives. See alsc

tapes 202, 205, 223, 312, 319,
320, and 336; ibid., for examples of testimony on the

role of Black self-help.

On the issue of sample selection--formal or otherwise--
and oral history interviews, see Paul Thompson, The

Ewardians: The Remaking of British Society (London,

1975), 16-18; Trevor Lummis, "Structure and Validity in

Oral Evidence," International Journal of Oral History,

2 (June 1981), 109-20; Richard Jensen, "Oral History,

Quantification, and the New Social History," Oral History
Review, 9 (1981), 13-25.

On the notion of the L&N as a "family," see in particular
tapes 796, 804, 805, 816, 821, 845, 960, and 984; Oral
History Collection, University of Louisville Archives. On
the transition from steam to diesel, see tapes 795, 797,
799, 801, 802, 806, 810, 812, 831, 842, 983, 988; ibid.

Tape 814, ibid. (Emphasis supplied.)
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Tous ces événements deivent #tre retenus par lthistorien

les affaires locales et régionales, les épisodes de tel

ou tel individu, ou d'un groupe, sont eux c¢ui forment la

vie journalidre et il est excessivement important de les
conserver pour ceux qui viendront apr&s nous. Ces événements

et épisodes créent également la mémoire collective du mouvement.
Elle deviendra une force et un pouvoir qui influenceront
considérablement les décisions qui seront prises plus tard,

Ltimportance de lthistoire orale

Ltimportance de l'histoire orale a déjl été reconnue par un
grand nombre d'institutions israéliennes : les universités,

les archives du mouvement ouvrier, les institutions consacrées

2 1thistoire juive, particulidrement 3 celle de la deuxidme
guerre mondiale, comme "Yad Vechem" et le "Musée des Combattants
des Ghettos", dans le kibbouts du meme nom, ainsi que dans
différentes archives de villes et de villages. Dans les
kibboutsim également, on a commencé 2 enregistrer les récits
des membres et 3 retenir les événements importants qui ont
marqué leur développement et leur vie. Cette activité a une
valeur exceptionnelle pour les générations 3 venir qui
continueront dans notre voie. Par ce moyen, les jeunes
pourront mieux comprendre ce qutont fait leurs parents et
grands-parents, les autres fondateurs du kibbouts, leurs

racines familiales et leurs liens avec le passé en général :

1thistoire ne commence pas avec la jeune génération.

Mais cela a également une grande importance pour nous dtun
autre point de vue. En enregistrant les mémoires de membres
diun kibbouts, nous gardons les pensées et les idées de
camarades qui se taisent habituellement ou qui ne s'expriment
pas, pour diverses raisons. Et souvent leurs pensées sont
dfune grande importance. Leur vie, leur conception de la vie

et leur passé peuvent nous apprendre beaucoup.

A 1'Institut Yad-Tabenkin, nous avons développé des recherches
au moyen de l'histoire orale, afin de garder et de retenir
tout ce qu'il est possible de retenir sur le mouvement et ses
activités centrales. Le matériel que nous réunissons facilite
le travail des chercheurs et nous faisons tous les efforts
pour élargir le cercle des camarades qui ont, 3 différentes
époques et dans des secteurs divers, contribué 3 des activités
centrales et nmmwmw<mm. Sans exagération, nous pouvons affirmer

que dans un mouvement comme le nbtre, les possibilités de

recherche sont presque illimitées.

Tradition orale et Histoire orale

I1 faut faire ure différence trds nette entre ftradition orale"
et "histoire orale". La premidre contient les traditions d'un
peuple ou de tribus qui transmettent leurs traditions a la

génération suivante., Les moyens de cette transmission sont
différents. Chez les Juifs, la tradition orale a joué un
rdle prépondérant, Aprés la rédaction de la Bible, une

tradition orale dtinterprétations et de légendes se développa



Sty

faqsopou s3Jq BunjonIgs sum,p quUos SIT *S9930 Juaang
SIFIIVTL00 FQUAUBISTIqe1? SI9TwRId $9F +oanou jusumrosqge
STA 9P BWIOI SURN VITNIZSUOD JUSTETNOA sfed 9] suep stusa
F3TRC soumal s5t ‘eourIque 99992 sueqg “PIUIDIYSDI 29SSE
1Te33 gded np saTnl uorjerndod ef onb fatey np osned ¢
Iu3g=1md ne ‘arey o7 2aifeuw ‘uoT9dnaaaquT sues jediojuas
83 SATIOSITOD ITA SUMP 3IPT,T °SPTNOOY JUOS 9T UOJLTAUD
sue XTpwsjuexTos ¢ gdweg-esgug ‘aTeTPUOR IJtaNT sagTwead e

UIITATNS Tnb seguue seagTuwoad sot jueanp sied agjou suourfewy

Sanejepuog Sa1  °L

1JUS WO ANOW 9130U SUEP O[UJI0 SITOJSTHs 1

*SINAJIIS SOp JAFTII0D0 193

JSTITI09s Jnod MITAIIQUE,; T Furpusd SIUREIOJUT XNE SHUSUMICH Sap
uoTjequasdad e ~ 0ﬂmﬁuxv Jed — uwOTIROTITJIOA 2p suslow sorgne,p
Jsed no ‘3afns swgw o7 Jans vnowamn snou Tnb W#:mEhOMﬂﬂ saT

SJ3US SUOTYRIUOIIU0D s3p Jed 3x39-9ned ; STed0 SITORSTU T op
anbTITIUOTOS JNaTeA BT Joquaudne unod sueiom S9p [T=3=931STXY

! sonbTpoylewW SUOTSNTOUCD S9P JSJITY maabmﬂ snou ‘sonbaewma soo
9¢ "SJITSYOJBYD SIT JUOISSSIIPRUT Tnb STTe1p 9p umuwTxewm un g
JUBMIOIUT,; T JIUSWE,p “Gunsdu spuelf SUN SuEpP ‘ISMOTAISGUT,T Op
vcmaw@ TT :3ueqJ0dWT SQJI3 389 ID9) ‘uoTyevaedaad ap onbuem
MITAISQUT, T ¢ o9pyooad tnb Tnias no JUBWIOJUT,; T ‘FUSWRWYTIFEN]
‘UOTIUIJUT MO SIUCTOA OSTEANEW JUNONE SUBS BISD 4N03 ‘sTrelsp
sa] apuocjuoed TTnNb no snid ouuUeTANGS 95 3u [T,nb SATII® TT

*JuewIoJuT T 9p 9%, 1 op SWRTqOoxd AT I3STX? [T ‘JUSUBIRTSTOJL

*SSWTQUT SY43 Issme no sTavuosged S3L3 Juos STTeqop

sao anb [T-g-o7quEs 3J33=1T0d - uwamuwv,mnﬁaaﬁno sSuTOWIW v

2p sTojuaed 42 IMFUSDy JUBRLWIOJUT;T “IUSWOURTIXNSQ *SIUSWRUPAD

53T 3TJOIP 92 2TOPT UOY S3UCIVI JUSWIOIUYL, T uaH@:uWﬂ o9Ae
wuﬂbﬂWuownnw uaﬁ»pdusunmﬂaoum *SOQIWIT $OF 99 SUOTIO0TLYSOJ S9F
quouRTeS9 ¥ STRIO SITOISTY,T ST *Id-Xmas ap uutmmmw@:ﬂow
2Ja30u 3Tpudcyoadde 4o 2 I3 TRUU0D u:mbuao—ﬁ.oav SQUIURUIAP SIP

39 893TTEP9S vT op aysoxddes as sysaayosl et *onbrjeaoowap snyd
JI31P ITESSI OTRIO ISTOISTY, T 9nb sTpuey snbryeasorstae zosse
JIQ3I0RJIEO UN € DJAYTINTIOL oTydealorTIogsTy, T ‘anboda suTequds sun
quepuad seaTjor sSsuuossad op 95Je SR} SYONOD Sunp suoTidaouod
S9T 39 sagsuad $9T Ja3Teuuocd ILTEIT 99 WUGGOMhWQ op sF9get sauid
dnoonesq sTquesus un ﬁunoﬁmmo Nad STeI0 ATOISTY; T  *SQUDUIUIAS
SIp XTOYD ST Suvp JJYTINOTIaed zasse 3859 39 searreuuostad ap
JUFIIGSIL ZISTR 3TIII0 UN ¢ ISSIAPIUT, § 39 IwWTIdwT NO I9TIDI UOIF
—R3USTNOOP BT JNS aseq 238 ‘oprnd ey TNk 2aT0qSTY,T 9p ucTIzdsduos
el 3Tos 9anb afronb ‘aateuTpao 9TydeaSorioqsTY, T *3JIN0D Z3SSE
gduoq op TETSp un umwwnnsv 973 *oyooad 9ssed np no quessud np
FURURIRTINOTIsed adnoooys B118 ‘siedo SITORSTY,7 . *sonbodd sonFuor
9P JINS PuA3d, ¥ JTLI0 UCTITPRJG I439) °*INT unod saroreStiqo

359 9TT® 39 UOTIZTPRJA] 93990 9@p STOT saT szyade,;p 3TA Auefosd

JIng 87  “S2WIOUI JUOS UOTATPEJd) 39390 9p JToanod 21 39 Iodog

e1 csanol sou g nbsnf uvorqgdniasqur sues addoreaop 85 aTTa

39 nmuﬂhow 49 $93TpPa pury snyd juoany xnep snoj ‘prurer 39

Yeuld T MIJIQPY UsS UOTTPEJS) 334390 SUmouU uo) 9[qrd B[ op Jnojne



presque primitive: des tentes ou des baragues. Les seules
maisons de pierre sont destinées aux enfants. La salle 3

manger et la cuisine se trouvent dans des baraques. L'age

de nos camarades est entre 20 - 25. Ce sont les membres
fondateurs du mouvement. Le travail, travail physique assez
dur, est le probléme cardinal dans cette vie. On travaille

dans l'agriculture, au drainage et autres travaux de préparation
du terrain, Les femmes travaillent en partie aux m&mes travaux
et en partie dans les travaux de services: cuisine, lingerie et
plus tard dans 1'éducation des enfants - la pratique de

1téducation a dévance les théories.

Dans ce cadre de vie assez strictement organisée, naissent et
se développent des disputes et des discussions parfois trés
violentes et acharnées sur la forme de vie 4 mener. Les
discussions ont P: caractére idéologique et politique, parfois
des divergences sérieuses s'éildvent sur les problémes de la
vie en commun. On discute les formes de la vie collective
jusque dans les plus petits détails. On parle de l'organisation
locale du kibbouts aussi bien que des questions de son
organisation centrale et territoriale. Les premiers membres
apportent avec eux un €lan idéologique et un potentiel de
discussion énorme. Ces discussions ne restent pas limitées

3 la premi2re génération. La deuxidme commence - avec son
adolescence - & prendre part dans cette lutte presque
ininterrompue. Les discussions des jeunes prennent parfois

la forme de confrontation avec les fondateurs. Tout cela

avait un caractdre trds intellectuel. Voild donc une grande
possibilité pour llhistoire orale. Plusieurs de ces débats
nlont pas été rapportés dans les protoccles, ocu seulement
trés superficiellement, Certaines de ces discussions
nlétaient pas officielles, dans le cadre des assemblées
générales, mais avaient un caractire essentiellement privé.
Les différents thtmes soulevés restent gravés dans la mémoire
d*un petit nombre de personnes ou méme, malheureusement, se
perdent. Pendant ces dernidres années, nous avons fait de
trés grands efforts pour enregistrer la voix des premiers
membres de notre mouvement - sans doute des mémoires trés

subjectives, mais ce sont des documents tr&s précieux.

2. La vie culturelle

Avec le temps et le développement économigue, social et
culturel des collectifs, la vie devint beaucoup plus riche
et nuancée. On développa des secteurs comme la peinture,
la sculpture et la musique. La vie musicale, commencée par
un groupe de camarades qui avaient regu dans le passé une
éducation musicale, a pris uneplace centrale chez chez nous.
Un de mes colldgues, dans notre institut, stest chargé
dltinterviewer tous ceux qui ont été actifs sur ce plan,

Il n'a pas enregistré leurs compositions tr&s nombreuses,
qui existent et sont encore jouées A nos jours, mais il
s'est intéressé aux probldmes de ceux qui ont commencé A
créer dans le mouvement une activité musicale indépendante.

Leurs récits sont inimaginables. Ainsi nous apprenons
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Dans ce méme kibbouts, qui compte aujourdthui quelques
centaines de membres, un dlentre eux s'est chargé d'enregistrer
le récit personnel de chacun des fondateurs du kibbouts. Les
récits personnels d'environ cent de ses membres ne pas seulement
émouvants et intéressants pour la deuxi®me génération, mais

ils portent également en eux un pouvoir intérieur qui se refl2te
dans la vie de la communauté kibboutsique et sert également &
tout le mouvement. Les récits ont été publiés par notre maison
d'édition, en quatre volumes, chague témoignage est passionant
et parle pour lui-m&me. Cette publication de témoignages
obtenus, relevés par les moyens de 1'histoire orale, peut servir

comme preuve qu'il ne faut pas négliger dlenregistrer les

témoignages qui sans cela disparaitraient,

4, Ltéducation

Ltéducation Qmm.m:mm:nm se trouve naturellement au centre de
la préoccupation et des pensées de la société kibboutsique.
le bien—-8tre des enfants est important pour nous tous. Les
maisons dlenfants se trouvent en général dans le centre du
kibbouts. Des considérations de sécurité joudrent un rdle
dans cette décision., Mais ces considérations ne sont pas
les seules. Sans doute, cette place centrale symbolise
également le fait que les enfants - eux-mémes une communauté
jeune et influencée par les idées communautaires des adultes =
se trouvent au centre de l'attention et de 1taffection de tous
les membres du collectif. Il y a environ 6 ans, un membre
du plus grand kibbouts d'Israel se chargea de prendre des

nterviews chez ceux y vivaient pendant les années 1928 - 1938

(le kibbouts fut fondé en 1928), les enfants de ce kibbouts,
leurs parents et leurs éducatrices. Ces enfants sont aujourdvhui
eux~-meémes des parents et quelques-uns meéme déjid grands—parents.
Les parents de cette époque sont 3gés et quelques~uns ne vivent
plus parmi nous. Clest le méme cas au sujet des éducatrices.,
Avec quarante ans de distance, les trois groupes ont raconté
leurs expériences personnelles de 1t'éducation communautaire
au début du kibbouts. Inutile de souligner qutil y avait
beaucoup de contradictions, m@me dans les plus petits détails.
Le récit de chacun était trés individuel. Malgré cela, nous
possédons un tableau exceptionnellement intéressant, riche
et coloré, de 1la vie de ces enfants an début du kibbouts.
Les témoignages de ces annédes, avec leur simplicité et leur
modestie parfois exagérée (mais nécessaire), nous démontrent
que beaucoup de thdmes se rép2tent actusllement concernant
la vie des enfants qui grandissent aujourdthui parmi nous.

A propos, il faut constater que ces témoignages ont suscité

beaucoup dv'intéret chez la jeune génération elle-meme,

Premi2rement, des membres qui se taisaient habituellement

et ntavaient pas trouvé le moyen de s'exprimer sur une épogue
tellement importante dans leur vie, ont pu libérer leurs
pensées et ce qui était leurs sentiments pendant ces années
treés lointaines. Ntoublions pas que ce sont eux qui ont vécu
1téducation communautaire, ce sont eux qui sans théories, ont
contribué A la fornation de cette éducation, avec ses succés
et ses échecs. Deuxitmement, cette information permet, par
le moyen de 1lthistoire orale, non seulement d'apprendre les

probl&émes de 1téducation elle-m&me mais aussi sur la vie des

fondateurs du kibbouts.
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années d'hésitations, de doutes, de travail dur et de lutte
pour l'existence sociale et édconomique, depuis les années
du Mandat britannique jusqu'l celles de 1t'Etat dYIsrael et
de ses guerres. Les membres du kibbouts ont été actifs dans
tous les domaines. Ils ont participé aux luttes idéologiques
au sein du mouvement kibboutsique et 3 celles du mouvement
ouvrier. Une de ces luttes idéologiques avait amené la
scission dans notre mouvement. Le résultat: un nombre assez
impertant de membres du kibbouts, parmi eux des fondateurs,
ont quitté leur kibbouts dlorigine pour joindre un autre
kibbouts, Mais tous les kibboutsim touchés par cette scission
ont surmonté ces années difficiles et continuent aujourdthui
leur existence normalement. La recherche entreprise dans ce
kibbouts, avec le consentement de ses membres, s'était centrée
sur trois mﬂumwm principaux et sur les attitudes des trois
générations envers ces sujets. Les points dl'intérét étaient:
Premidrement, les premidres années de la construction du
kibbouts, l!absorption de nouveaux venus, les questions de
sécurité et la vie de famille 3 cette époque. Le deuxidme
sujet: la scission, les différences idéologiques et leurs
sources, les conséquences de celle-ci pour le kibbouts et
sa société, les sentiments de ceux qui décid@rent de passer
% un autre kibbouts et leur réception et absorption dans ce
nouveau lieu, les sentiments de ceux qui sont restés. TIci
on pouvait trés clairement discerner les opinions et les

divergences des différentes couches d'age. Il est important

de constater que les opinions différentes ne se répartissent
pas nécessairement dlaprds 1'Age des interviewés. Le
troisidme sujet: comment les différents groupes de membres

du kibbouts voyaient l'organisation de la vie kibboutsique,

le kibbouts et l'individu, ceux qui quittent le kibbouts =

une question trés douloureuse dans la société kibboutsique.

I1 faut constater gque les participants 2 ces interviews qui
étaient tres longs et approfondis, parfois assez intimes,
slexprimaient absolument librement et franchement. Les
enquéteurs ont méme parfois eu ltimpression que plusieurs
d'entre eux €taient préts et intéressés 2 parler des problémes
qui les tourmentaient et qui st'étaient accumulés chez eux
pendant plusieurs années, Ce qui veut dire que cette méthode -
1thistoire orale - remplit également une certaine tache
psychologique m.=<m....m ceux qui parlent, qui stexpriment et

par ce moyen, se débarassent d'un fardeau psychologique.

Les conclusions

Ltutilisation de 1thistoire orale est tr&s variée. Il n'existe
pas un secteur de la vie humaine qui ne peut 2tre pénétré par
elle. Nous pouvons ouvrir des voies pour apprendre les
différents problimes de 1'homme ou de nfimporte quelle

société dans ses moindres détails. Nous obtenons une
connaissance plus véritable et plus réelle de ceux qui sont

le but de notre recherche, mtme si nous connaissons la

subjectivité de leur information.



(%4

‘ssarejuewdTddns uorgeaedpuad op 40 uoTrgronp,p

IYog] JUTEQIID Jun Shou juessp asod as ToT stey ‘gqued
sapusad 4 § 99 Jgsdordwa,T ¥ sq3ad quaTos 39 aTydesForaoasTy,p
dWI0J 97999 OpP JNO[RA BT pauanmhniou ST2TIU330d SINPIPUWLIOIUT

S9T 39 sameyodIayo soT anb 359 jueqsodwt suyd a1 suyyqoad 91

- *s9ATaOTpOoad 99

S9SMAIqUOU JU0Y SITTI *Opoyrdm 93330 sa3jo,nb sopuesd squa
SP3TITQTssod sa1 quagguou snou ‘gssed 91 ax3Fruuod XNITmM

anod onbTI0qsTY 2poyzowW 99900 9p TOoTdwd, T 9p 39 JUIWIATIOW
31300 3P 3TA 8] 9P TOT SPUUOpP Sucaw snou anb sordwsxs so-]
‘Ingny ay 19 HGGMWHQ ST Jnod aneTeA 9P

JUSUWALZSUT UN U3 IATR09TTOO SJTOWSW e 43 UMDEYD Ip SOITOWRW
ST JIWIOISURIY 9P PITTTQISSod B SUUOP SNOU VTGLSSIOOE IJJI0IUD

3@ 3yooad gssed np juemRIIsTHOauUs,T oub seuFTINOS 9p STTANUT

*SNpu3qud dJ3Y P

23 TTTqISsod ey w«& JUOU N0 FUISTE] 99 «#:uaaﬂﬂm:uﬂnaz

‘tnb sauuosaed op suoturdo SAT jusumTeds sTem ‘snpuajua
3133 jusure Tnb no gnogaed pusjus uo;nb xnao 9p suotutdo
S9T JURIRIMEGS UOU SUOIFTEUUOD SNON *SONUTIUCS SI13 JUIATOP

9NbTITIUaIOS [TRARIG Sp IPOYIPW 99390 uTIaeTd anod S3r03IIO SV






£ZY

“813Y30 puw FIATBEWAYT JO AUTISSP I TOIIUCO PUR JUOITAUS ITHUI
adeys 03 8310319 ,STUNPTATPUT JO A0¥DT3I3a UT IJUIPTIUOD IaTVU ¥, XInJued
~YUaIAUTU Y puoiaq IAcm J0U op Iamcd Teuosiad 1teyl puR STRNpPTATDUT

UO BNDOJ IVYF SHIOM JISOW OO 8, TUTWSH INIT 30F ‘3T SATOE O3 ueyd
waTqoad 1no 03 aiow aNYIIJUCS O3 RIS, Aousbe TemPTAIpUY UT JUSDTIUOD
210 SUA IR abe 191TIve UV WOIF SJURIWLI yona IBL -ITdURX’ UR ST UOSHORP

#z1puy yo Ayderborq Sututim—aziad 19z3TTRg w\ 8, fuTaog g *£30381U *S°N
30 P19F3 Awm uy “-ui’jazed Tezsuab sTYI O3 wc%_m..mmﬁuuxo 9Iv 3I5y} WWNOD JO
*abueyd IROTIOISTY JO SI80NPold SYI URYI FISUNSUOY
Se axou wely Aerixod SURTIOISTY IeuR psnbae o JyBTW 3t peSpUr
sesIMo0 I86IVT S3T BUTUTWIAISP Jo 9suas Iy UT KI0ISTY ,aywm, I0uU Op Ky
‘15adm0H -eowTd puw suwry ueath ¥ ul SASTOUD puw suorido uvuny Iyl TEAART
puR BmY} ITIYI IO S8sIvord TEITIONISTY Y3 Apoqus A3yl IRYY 9SUAS IYI UL
£10381Y Lowew, sdnoif 953YL  SPYT-CEST *SIVIGONYORSSWH ‘[TAMOT UT SIIWICA
1T se yons ‘oT13toads pue Hﬁmawm\uo ‘.S8RTD aTPpPTR, Ay3 sW yons snoydicuw
pue abreT sy3y woij burbuea m%o.um TeI008 3Jo adusrtiedxa sy3z Hurziteuw
uT STTT¥8 dTqeniea puw msu padoTaasp DARY SURTIOISTY ‘IT UTYITA 3TOT3IIRd
Aue uey3 sI0m 21a33EW IBYF PIITF 2(OUMA ST 3T UOTUA UT SROURISENDITO
TPn308TIa3UT @S8Yy3 Ul “aToum Iyl J¢ TROTdLy ag o3 pres aq uwo
ITUN O Ou pue pazorplad aq uoc_...ao UOTICOTS 10 3Tun 3THUTS Aue JO UQTION
Y3 Isnesaq paTpaIs 3JOU 81 SITUM IVINOTIIRY  STFATRUR Jo Ayzioa pameap
ST 32U} 3T UTYITA ITun oiyroeds Aue ueyly zayjws 1ajjed Jjo PIaly [v3I0l Y3
ST 3T YSTys UT SOTUeyYSsSW unjuenb Jo PTIOM OYFTIUSTOS 9yl SOTqWESSI LInjuan
yiatiuamy mun,m.\\c« UOT3RENRO TRITICISTY JO MaTA Ino shem Luew uy
AR

*81038q such sey jeym JO ITNSII STqeISTPaidun ayy SaWTIALCS ‘IWOIIN0

arqelotpead a3 wmaﬂlom ~-- sbueyo y3tm 3RTdax 81 L£10381Y4 IRyl

mouy aa 38X puy -pafumyo 3av AW ACY URYY PAUTVIUTEW aaw 2317 Avpkisas

3O S2IN30nI38 A} AOY INOQR JIOW STEDAII 3T  *IBUNYD 3noqe URY; KI0IBTY
U7 SITITOUTIUCD INOQe aIcw puelIsIapun gn gdTIY STRATRUR SILL

‘InoyIra

WoI3 STOIIUCS JO uoTITsodmy Aq ueyl UOTITIOA umo 837 Lq eiom psjTmIT ST

3anod TENPTATPUT WYY OF PIZTIWUISIUT 3% JITTaq JO SIINIONTIS IFaYL ——

*JBTT9G JO §IINIONIAE TRIOCE pUR TRINITND O Auowsbay
I Ag PIUTRIISUOD ATI19498 ST Jamod TeuomiIed m.ﬂrsvﬁbmnn.m U MITA 8,DSWRID
ur ‘Toswerd ojuciuy POTFTIUAPY ATYBnoOT 3IBYY 8¢ Awpol SeTpnig TROTIOISIY
uy TOpOW JuvuTUOP ....WM“ ayy sdeqiad *STROPTATPUT Jo Jamod yeuosizad a4y 30
srsireur OTIRWIRSAS/ 103 yioMmauwly TWOTIAIOM] ® dotaaap 03 AI3 uwRy} Jayjex
898%0 oﬁuﬁuumumm“ pa3juesaid wjep [estitdws uo Snoog o3 buizzezeid ‘proaw
SURTIOIETY ISOW VY3 JUO mw. S3jUsAS uRmMYy JO 85In0D0 Y3 vadeys aouenTIuT
TENPTATPUT Udnm AOY JO uoTrisanb ay3 39X - sTenpraypuy 3O suoriow a3yl Aq
&1aTos pauteTdxs 5q uwd abuRyd TeDTIOISTY IBYI UTRIUTRW Aepoy/prnoa £103s3y
uT STENPTATPUT O ITOF 3Y3 JO IINOOADE pIa® Isow Iyl aw“ .eoco:,._uﬁ

©3 TOIIUCD ITaYl puckaq ITT JUSIXS SwWOE O3 VYR BIDICF —— 530103 [LI0O0S
196187 03 STENPTAIPUT SIIPUTPAOQAS 3IRYI $82002d TESTICISTY JO JUNGIDR

U” YITA 90 popTacid Sy WEIXIVW AOu KINJUSD ¥ JAAO I0F AIO3IBTY UT Iamod
ITAY3 UTRTAXD 3N U PUR L3UNCO STYNPTATDUT Op YODE AOY == agyI¢ suojisanb
agy SCP  ssacoad TROYIOISTY FO SMATA XaTdwod 2IGM InO YITA AInjusd
YIBTIUBA] 93RT UT ATUO ‘IbuRys TeSTIOISTY JO S30DI0F Syl PIIRUTMOp STeIauab
Puv sueIDTITTOd IRyl peumsSER SPA 3T USUM ‘XIN3UdD yIUBSIBUTU SyYF JO AI03STY

STA38 DPTO 8y3 UT pajuvib 103 usywy aq 03 pasn lamod TRUOSIad Jo sanss]l

C IBTYS USTX ufayszey

VOILVSAYD TYOTHOLSIH NV ¥3MCd TYNOSYId




My remarks today are addressed to the question: What can we learn
from oral history sources that we can't get from other sources, and how

can that help us sharpen cur understanding of historical causation? My

answers to this question are tentative, yet I hope they might help us discuss

same of the unique assets or oral history as well as its inevitable
limitations.

My caments use my own historical research as a paradigm for the
use of oral history sources. I should note at the cutset, however, that
my research was not designed with oral history in mind as a primary
rethodology. Rather, my current work relies primarily on traditicnal
sources, such as instituticnal records, public or goverrmental scurces,
and personal papers. Moreover my research is not primarily concerned
with groups that historians call "anonymous" or "inarticulate," but about
an elite group of women and their exercise of power within the political
domain. Therefore, insofar as my work is a paradigm for the use of cral
history, it represents the more traditional efforts of historians to study
thr flow of political power within elite groups. However, my work does
differ in two significant ways from those traditional efforts — my chief
protagqonists are wamen, rather than men, and they are women who consider
themselves the representatives of "anonymous” or "inarticulate" or
powerless groups in society.

The main question in my research is: why were American women more
important than women elsewhere in the establishment of the "social welfare
state” of the late 19th and early 20th centuries? My main strategy for
answering this question is to focus on one individual who was more important
along these lines than any other — Florence Kelley, who was born into an
elite Philadelphia family in 1859, and died in 1932. She was best known
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for her work as General Secretary of the National Consumers' League from
its founding in 1899, until her death. The NCL was without a doubt the
single most important organization devoted to lobbwing for labor legislation
for wamen and children. As such it blazed a trial that was later followed
by those advocating labor legislation for mwen.

Kelley's general importance is clear, and yet very little has been
written about her, partly due to the technically demanding nature of the
sources related to her work (muchof her early work was written in German),
partly due to the tendency of historians to ignore the presence of waren in
history, and partly due to the tendency of recent historians of wamen in the
United States to distrust those who advocated protective labor legislation
for wamen.

Despite these difficulties, Kelley's historical importance is clear.
Nevertheless, like many historical subjects, the closer we get to it, the
more ambiguous it appears in relationship to the forces of historical
causation. How much of Florence Kelley's political power was due to the
force of her personality and her own personal vision? How much was the
result of the institutional structures she built? How much was it generated
by larger forces of change, such as the replacement of child labor by
technological change? Insofar as history is partly an art as well as a science,
answers to these gquestions will always remain partly subjective. Yet insofar
as history is a science that can supply definitive answers to these questions,

coral history is a technique that can help us provide such answers.
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that they had the General Federation of Women's Clubs involved and working
for the Children's Bureau and the Women's Bureau. And today that type
of organization would not be a proponent of legislation that lifts
living standards....

I've thought about why they had that outreach and later
cne couldn't have....We didn't work with church groups. We didn't
work with the Federation of Wamen's Clubs. We wouldn't have. We
worked with the unions and in those days they didn't — unions
weren't interested in women and unions had nothing to do really with
minimm wage legislation, child labor legislation, and this may be
a very important reason for the stance they had to women's groups
and church groups.

In this comment Mary Dublin Keyserling is not telling me anything new, and as
a matter of fact she was wrong in her statement about the absence of union
support for child labor legislation in the earlier period, but her remarks
reinforce my understanding of the importance of women's organizaticns in
Relley's work. Such organizations were a necessary, but not a sufficient
cause of her personal power, since they provided the grass-roots support for
her legislative goals, but they cannot explain the direct effect of Kelley's
personal power in the pelitical damain.
For that effect we need to move to the second category of evidence
generated by oral interviews — that which sheds new light on old facts,
or helps us see familiar facts in new ways. An example of this in relationship
to Kelley's work with women's organizations, and particularly with her own
Naticnal Consumers' League, comes fram an interview with Clara Mortenson Beyer,
fram a younger generation,
another economist /who worked closely with Kelley in the struggle to pass and
enforce minimum wage legislation. Illwminating Kelley's importance in that
organizational context, Beyer said in response to a question about
the origins of her own involvement with Kelley:
I...joined the Consumers lLeague in Philadelphia and whn you join
the Consumers League anywhere you join Florence Kelley. She would
have a staff and she was in charge in every sense. No matter what
they were doing and where they were going. There was a drive behind
them. She was working at that particular time on trying to eliminate
the manufacturer of mens clothing for the army in sweat shops & hamework.

and so I volunteered to help in going to the hames of these people
and writing the report on the tragedies that we saw on every side.
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...All T swore then was that if ever I coculd get in my licks on industrial
hamework I would do it. But I could see how Florence Kelley was able,
with facts that were gotten there, (and I dare say the Consumers' League
in other places had gathered more information too,} so that she was able
to get Newton D. Baker, who was an active supporter of the Consumers'
League, and was Secretary of War, to listen to her and listen to a program
that she had cutlined of how they could eliminate hamework on those
uniforms.

On the basis of written records, primarily Kelley's voluminous correspondence,
I had tentatively concluded
/that it was not only the corganizational network she built, but also the
driving force of her personality and commitment within it that explained her
perscnal power, but not until my interview with Clara Beyer did I have direct
evidence to support that conclusion. Her statements shed new light on the
picture I had of Kelley's importance within her organizaticnal network.

More light on the organizational dynamics within. which Kelley worked was
provided by her daughter-in-law, Bugusta Kelley, who noted that "she really
had a hard time with that [Executive Board] committee [of]the Consumers’®
ILeague because they were providing the money to carry the thing on and [if]
she didn't bring in enough ideas for them to pursue, well...she was wondering
if they would continue her." Nowhere else do I have evidence that Kelley was
depended for her own support

and for the support of her three children. To Augusta's information I have to

nervous about retaining her job, on which she

add my own — that Kelley had plenty of ideas, but needed to find the right
ones that would be supported by her more comservative Board members.

In addition to confirming what I already knew and shedding new light
on contexts with which I was partly familiar, my oral interviews have also
provided me with completely new information. For example Mary Keyserling
told me that Kelley's extensive travels around the United States were paid
for locally by local consurers’ leagues and other organizations before whom
she spoke. The National League's finances make no reference to the support

of her travels, and I wondered whether she paid for them out of her own pocket.
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...You know, all she had to do is start to tell you about
samething and she had you in the palm of her hand. I thought
this man was right when he told that it was the passion,
absolute passion of caring. Not just caring, passionate

caring. I don't think I've ever struck it since,

The mystery of Florende Kelley's personal power is partly resolved
when we understand that her personal effect on others was to ccrvey
her own passionate caring to them. Samehow the written sources only
go part way toward that understanding.

Nevertheless an ultimate mystery remains, which is the mystery
of one human's effect on ancther. Perhaps that is a mystery that
histerians cannot ultimtely penetrate without the assistance of
religion and poetry and literature. Here I agree with Max Weber who
spoke of the religious qualities of %mm.vgwbmmwmlmmnﬂwmwom that
were part of personal charigma. Weber himself appreciated Kelley in
these terms, for at the conclusion of his 1904 visit to the United
States he said that Florence Kelley, "the wanan factory inspector,”
was "the most significant person we have met," since "she made us feel
the weight of the evil of the capitalist system.”

Historians would do well to reread Weber on perscnal charisma
in their effort to understand the workings of personal power in history.
Certainly historians whose work permits it should expand their use of
oral interviews to enable them to understand how personal power affects
historical change. But ultimately they may need to resort to the symbolism
of religion and literature fully to comprehend the dimensions of

perscnal power in history.
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Premier exerple : le travail.la fureté du travail agricole, entre
les deur cuerres , parfois tréds prdeisément déerite, temd & 8tre édvo-
quée en termea de fatalité, comme ure situation dovnde, font les causes

sont "naturelles” (par ezemple, st un horme mewrt, Jewre, “e mzla’ie,
c'est parce que, dernier enfant d'une femille norbreuse, il doit & ce
fait ure constitution fragile ( 3 ). Fn revanche, la Aurnté &u trevail
ouvrier, souvent désrite en termes comparablec (théme corrmn par eremple
du manque de sommeil), est trés souvent mise en relation avee um pouvoir
patronal : sur les salaires ou les conditiors de traveil, il y ¢ Fec af-
Jrontemerts ou se wanifestent -et parfois se modiMert— les rapmorts de
pouvoir ; avee les contremafires cu les directiors, qui briment, licern—
clent ou cédent ( 4 ). Le pouvoir ici peut entrer enm roére parce qu'<l

a un revrégentant.

Deu~iéme exewple : la seconde puerre ron'iale et lloecupatior.
L'évocaiion de la pérurie et “as 217 ioulids Ae raviteillerert st tréc
jénérale Jans lec Interviews. Le plus sowent, elle est présentée come
une donnge qu'on ne peut Gue ccnstater : il r'y a plus rier & —anner, ov
Jatt laquewe ( & ), point. Plus rare~ent, elle est évooude er relation
avec l'occupation allermarse en irarce ; et ~ela, “Jans "es cas on les
rarrateurs ont cirecterment corstcté le partaze tnéor? Ces ressoureas .
entre occupants et onoupds, iei avee dee soldats allemars Fuckds sur um

charpement Jg pormes Jde terre qu'ils lanpatert, par Jjeu, cur “Slles, &

avee des off<eiers organisant wne 7Ete avae charmazme et petits Jours (6).
M peut AJore Jire cue, dans le caz zéréral, le pouvoir pour étre Jérorcé,

doit avoir ur viccre . Rares sont les résits, et presque toulcurs de mili-

tmt (e) s politigues, ol le pouwvoir n'a pas le visage d'wn ou de quel-
ques trcividus, rencontrds dang une situation coreréte, et ol or le Jest-
are nnnwmam_:uu er termes plus générawr ("cor", "Ilz", "la bouraeoiste”,
"les jascistes"...) ( 7 ).

Conséguence “e cette sitwation : le pouvoir qu'on dénonce est trés

généralerent le po:woir proske [poirors, contremaltres, oeccupants u

3

village, supériewr irmédiat) et twds rare~crt le powveir loint~in, qu'on
ne woit paz. Tour la ~3me raizown, or rorirvs pariols le pouveir ~et l'abus-

& partir du sewl épisode eomerct o0 or l'a v s'erereer, en “ghors co

toute appréntation ginérale e le situstion : par e-armle, towiours pen-

dant la guerre, on condame les résistamts parce qu'ils omt ermend ou
exédouté quelqu’un qu'on conraissait ( 8 ), et que ce fait seul dmerge
en de tels termes.

La guestion de la lénitinmité,

Le powvoir qu'on subit wn'est énalement it ~et dénoncé~ corme
pouvorr que Aans la mesure ou on peut er méme terms le prdsenter cor—
me illémitime.

Un exerple trés clair est fct “onmé par la relation entre parents
et enfants. Relation d'antorité, done de pouvoir, elle n'est quasirent
Jamats présentée comme telle, ni eritiquée, sau; dans quelques cas e~cep-
tionnels o sg Légitimité est oontestée.

Par exemple, par ure marratrice, orpreline Je mére, qui a véen con
enfance chez sa tante, et insiste sur l'autorité abusive qu'on exergait
sur ¢lle, en la surchargeant Je travail domestique, en limitant et en
contrftant de tréds prés ses ~istractions ( & ), la dénonciation du pou-
voir "parental" est possible ini parce qi'il est dovblement {1lépitime :
2 la jois parce que la jeure fille est traitde aqutrement, et plus dure-
ment que ses cousins, et surtout sans doute parce que la tante est une
mére "illégitime”. .

Autre cas : celut d'un imrrigré jui] autrichien qui a quitté sa ‘ewil~
le & la jin de son adolescence, aprés nlusieurs fusues, et qui instruit
le procés Fe son pére et des valeurs religieuses qui “orinaient sa vie
et dans lesquelles lut-méme a, deputs touiours, refusé d'dtre emjermé (1),
Cette contestation, m.;nmmnmoxsaw..nq.mmnmwm et e~plincite, “es valewrs que
tente A'irposer 1'autorité paternelle, permet 1'dvocation directe, et
la mise ern question de cette autorité.

Autre exerple, dans le monde “u travail, cette fois, avee l'autoritd
patbrsnale, Flle n'est préseniée eorme pouvoir, que lorsqu'on instruit
en méme teps le procés des patroms, injustes ou autoritaires, qui ex-
ploitert, menilient ou licencient ( 11 ) .

Lorsg'on ne dénonce nas les efjets o powvoir, on r'évoque pas

le powvoir asommme tel : il y a, mdme fans CJes rérits de syndicclistes, de
& ¥ a, 3
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d vaingre, qu'on évoque dec actione de force et &'autcritd ( 22 ).

De fagon plus surprerante penut-8tre, cew qui ont subi m powvoir
ne 1'évoyuent qu'en méme terms qu'ils cdisent l'avoir remversé ou combat—
tu —au moins symboliquement, l'avoir nié, y avoir échappé . .

Par exemple, les rarrateurs qui évwoquert le pouvoir parental, ra—
content dgale—ent corment ils y ont dehappé, ou le narmazent : le Fils
est perti ; la nitdee désobéissait d sa tante et allait rvejcinre en
cachette son sovpirant { 23 ),

De mdme, & L'ézard Jes patrons, les épilsodec sont norkrews ot ou-
vriers et domectiques déjtent, N.m.v..ame Jont la lecon nérme, et montrent
par 13- qu'ils reaverxealau moins syrboltiquertent, ce pouvotir qu'ils dénor—
cent,

Les révoltes s:mboliquaes sont plus [réquentec et plus systématicues
encore & 1'émard de l'ocoupation cllemarn’e : les réeits Jowrmillent 7'épi-
scles ou on narque l'oocupant, en reusart le levar aue conlewrz ( P4 ),
en confectionnart en sesret un dropean awéricain ( 25 )}, en relusant de
ramasser les pommes e terre qu'il vous Jelte aver mépric ( 27 ), en
zonsant des cerises vour chanter malgré tout "lLe termps Aes cerises” (18);
en’in, tout si-plement, en Ini “isant "merde” ( 22 ). Le [ait est J'au-
tant plus “rappant cue les réeits ne lalssent par ailleurs guére e doute
sur le rapport de pouvoir eifectif et la aunériorité des verngueurs :
rats i1l est sirmifileatiy gue cette supdriorité ne sotit n..m_wms et méne é-
noneée, qu'en étant en méme temps contestie par la mise en valewr d'épi-
soes ol Les narrateurs échappent an pouveir, ou le rerversent. Ft la =éma

constatation vaut pour les récits de ~éportation, qui se construisenrt
toujours, dans nos intervievs, & la fois comme réeita ~'oppression at

ecommz réeits Je résistance ( 30 ).

Ainsi, les intervieus ne ~isent-elles le powwoir qu's certaines
conditionc lides surtout d'ure rart & l'évaluation régative qui est
trds généralement “aite du phéncméne, d'autre part 3 la rnéeessité, pour
le saisir et pour en parler, de se comstituer en mjet, fare & lui, et
en dekors de lut.

Dans l'application Adec résles Gui Aorment airsi “orme an discours

sur le poumoir se révéle parfois “e Japom [lararnte le Jeu de l'irter—

432

prétation qui fonde le réeit. La logique de la résistance an powvoir

qu'on a subi et qu'on déronce entrafne porfois des réinterprétations

manifestes des jaits : ainsi dans le réetit de celui qui était wun enfant

au début des avmées 40 et présente comme wne manifestation de patrio=
tigme destinée 4 narguer Lloeccupant le lever aur coulewrs imposé ~ans

les éeoles par le répime du maréahal Pétain ( 31 ) . D'autres jois, la

néeessité de dénoncer le powvoir, tmpose de econstruire le réeit sur la

sélection, ou la mise en valeur, des seuls épisodes o l'on peut s’oppo-
ser & un powvoir plus fort, et mawvais, en n'insistant quére sur les
mements on le rapport de force est autre { 32 ). D'une fagon néncrale,
la sitwation dans laguelle les marrateurs se trowvent au présent , la
position qu'ils occupent par repport au powvoir d'hter, 1'évaluation
qu'ils en jont, conditionnent et la possibilité e dirz ce pouvoir et
la maniére de le dire,

" Afnei le visage Fu pouvoir, eormn celui des autres phénoméres
goetauzx mais plus nettement peut-étre, se dessine-t—il dans la rencontre

du E.umnx.w et du passé, des faits et des idées.

pr
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by both family and factory as = meana of obtaining the "re--
wards” of obedience, Thus it can be seen that the content of
kinship relations and also their form {allimnces, avoidances,
conflicts) reflect over—-politicization. My research indica-——
ted how close was the political framework of the colony to

the local system of caciquismo-patronage typical of rural com—

munities in which the intervention of the central state is ne-
gligible, During my fieldwork in the colony, I increasingly
sensed the existence of a set of implicit relstionships that
influenced questions such as job allocation and promotion, --—
cultural leadership in artistic and related activities etc.
Then in tracing the genealogies of about 60 families for four
generations, I realised the correspondence between types of
factory jobs and groups of families. Some jobs could even be
considered "inherited™, others as reproducing a similar sta-
tus to that of the previous generation and so on, In other --
words, the distribution of jobs within the families was not

a8t all random either economically or politically, It became
clear that the influence of sets of families in controlling
and getting jobe in the factory was an important part of the

political structure of the colony.

But this issue, though very important for the unders-
tanding of the dynamice of the colony system, was somewhat —
concealed by the informants. Obviously it could be embara—
Bsing, difficult and conflictive to stress this situation.
Increasingly I became aware of how much kinship relations ac-——
counted for the politics of the colony system. It was not

just the control of the millowner and manager, but the less ~——
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evident control of several kinship groups that defined the poli-
tical order of the colony system. With de-colonization these -~
procedures have increesingly disappeared. But they accounted -
for the traditional shape of the colony.

The formal analysie I present of these relations that --
are part of the invisible side of society, are, for «wu¢mmso rea-
sen, impossible to test explicitly. Only a theoretical framework
can provide the baeis for their explanation. This framework has
been developed with the anmlysis of the kinship cards of the sBix—
ty families surveyed in terms of individual occupations and resi-
dence.

Thus, I attempted & formal emalysis of the formation of
kinship groups to help clarify the intermal political structure
of the colony. Three types of family joint political positions
can be distinguished. These, I denominate as blocs. Each one
of these blocs, and this justifies this denomination, represents
a political alternstive that could be fulfilled without the as-
tive support of the others. The dominion of the first bloc over
the others is what defines the colony system as the only possi-
ble alternative, making the other blocs subordinate to it.

The first kinship bloc is conatituted by the families
which are traditionally linked to the managerial gnd superviso—
ry posats.(I) Some of these familiea have held such positions —-
since the foundation of the colony. Also, the members of these
families who are surplus" to the limited amount of privileged
jobs in the factory have been leaving the colony to occupy posts
of similar economic importance in other factories.

As representatives of the first Bloc we can consider the
case of a landless labourer who came from Aragon in the early -
1870s.
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rried 2 weaver of the same factory. Another worked as a plum-
ber in Berge. Another worked in electric engineering in Manre-
sa, A son took religious orders mbn. two daughters remined sin-
gle, working s weavers. Another married a senior clerical em—
ployee of the Colony.

I stop the account here, It illustrates the impor—

tance of working on the construction of the colony for commit-
ment to the interests of the millowner,showing how the top a—
vailable jobe in the colony and in the area became distributed
among members of the same extended family.

The second bloc of families stands below the first o
one in a political and economic sense and ite achievement in
the colony system has been that of obtaining full employment —-
for glmost all their relatives, Consequently, this bloc has =
low migration rate in comparison with the other bloecs and al-
80 lower social mobility and higher occupational homogeneity.
This homogeneity crystallizes in “families of weavera®, "of -
foremen™; families where occupations are “inherited" and ex ==

tended to other relatives.

Ag illustration of this second kinship bloc we can
consider the case of a peasant from the pre-Pyrenean area who
came at the turn of the century to work in the Colony as a —
weaver. He was single and was living in & nearby farmstead -
commuting daily to the factory. He married a weaver there and
went to live in the colony. She came from a family of peasant
hand-lcom weavers less than half a mile from the Colony. The

fapily remained in a masoveria (tenant farmstead).
This couple had seven sons, One daughter became a man.
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fwo died from Typhoid. Another drowned with his nephew in the
Llobregat. Another became a foreman and moved later to Manresa,
Another son became a weaver in the Colony and married a weaver
from the same factory. The other son became foreman in the Cowe
lony. He married a girl that was staying in the "girls house”
of the c¢olony. Her sisters (four) were also there. They worked
&8 spinners and weavers in the colony. They came from the villa~
ge of Sta. Maria de Merles where their family was in charge of a

tenant farm (masoveria).

This last couple (foreman and spimmer) had a daughter -
who also worked as a spimner in the Colony marrying a man from
there who became a clerk in esnother colony. They alsoc had & son
whe still works in the spinning section of the Colony and is ma-
rried to a weaver of the same factory. She has three brothers.
One works as & mechanic in the Colony and is married to a weaver.
Another is an electrician who is also married to & weaver. And
the other is a woman working in weaving finishing, marTied to a

foreman.

This example illustrates the persistence and concentra—
tion of factory jobs in the same colony among the family. Des-
pite being historically newcomera in comparison to the first
bloc, the family has consolidated second rank jobs for almost
all its members and have held the same job peraistantly.

The third bloc does not follow the orthodox pattern of —
the c¢colony system. In this bloc are the families who, in cer-
tain periods and in certain ways, attempted to provide an alter—
native to the hegemonic pattern of kinship political relations
and attitudes within the colony system.

As an illustration of the typee of families of the third

bloc we can consider the case of an isolated family which is re-
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the manager’s policies and his close relatives. Several in—
formante agreed that now that the manager has decided to 1li-
ve outside the colony, a decisive step has been taken to "de-
colanige™ the factory. They implied that politicel control
inside the colony has lost one of its formal agents. Othera
comnent (especially old people) that while the caciquista -
danger has disappesred indifference may replace peternalism.
The master-employee relation has become more imperscnal and
distant in the eyes of the people used to the traditional re-
lationships.

In terms of the dmﬂwm.dwmm_rm.« out above, this first
bloc can be sub-divided into four kinship groupa. The first
of these is the dominant group of families occupying the top
jobe in the factory. This group, taken in four generations,
consists in 130 individuals of both sexea. The group inclu~—
des a total of 36 marriasges, Five of these have been realized
in terms of hypogamous social mobility. (3) The group has on-
1y one hypergamic marriage in the present generation which is
also exogamic to the colony. On the other hand, the other 30
marriages are endogamous to the three descent branches which
form this group. These marriages are characterized by their
stability in ferms of social mobility; they are contracted -

between families of the same "status".

In terms of individusl social mobility there are 52
people who are upwardly mobile, (4) one downwardly mobile and
33 who are atable or contimuous in relation to the parents’ -
position. The majority of cases of upward mobility belong to
the 3rd and 4th generations since the colony’s foundation.
They correspond to periods of national economie growth (19603)

440

or to the current opportunities within the industrial context
of the Upper Llobregat area.

In this group, the household usually included three geo—
nerations and several collaterals., In the last generation, -
the familjes have become totally nuclear. A major advantage
of this group has been the power to obtair housing in the co-
lony in & pericd in which other families hed to remain joint.

The celibacy percentage for adulte is 18.4%, a modera~-
te figure in comparison to the group I will examine later.
The majority of the wmarried people fin this group are pries—
ts, monks or nuns and thus their celibacy ies not due to fami-
1y economic arrangements which prolong celibacy. 28,5% of —
this first group marries within the colony. This proportion
which is not too high by comparison with other groups, expre-
sees, on the one hand, the limited possibilities for social
mobility within the colony itself, and on the other hand, the
radiating force of the group in looking for advantageous ma—
rriages outside. Out of a total of 35 merriages in which one
of the partners is from the colony, there are 23 cases of wo-
men who belong to the kinship group marrying men from outside
the colony. This implies, either stability or Bocioeconomic
improvement. In exchange, the privileged occupational situa-
tion of the men of this group explains the fact that only two
of them had married exogumously; the rest have consolidated
the kinship group endogamously according to their positions
as authorities and supervisors.

The geographical origin of this group ie hetereogezco—

nsous. One branch is from the same comarca and the others



344

=00807008 TETIUALAIITP GT e3Tneax ‘dnoxd sty Jo L3TonaBoelsssy

Y} Jo d6mBIaq ‘HotTUM %G gy 9T AwsFopus AuoTopn *eTqeRIS axm 16

pus hpﬂ.ﬁ,«noﬁ oTwedxediy 3ufte ‘Ajrrrtqom dTweFodiy jusgaxdat au

-Iu .om.onu. Jo ‘g9 ST @sfwTaIoW Jo Jegqumu eyUF *punoidyoeq uesg

-aad JO ege puw UTFTIO TROOT PUB TEOIBWOD ‘mpemwaly~exd 30 exe
SITTTWBY 93 ‘SUOTIBIAULF JINOJ J9A0 POqMTILSTD ‘8TERPTATPUT
- y6T Te303 sayoweaq ATTmes Jnoz aEeyy J0 sJIqumew mna.

*adnox¥ 8710 958YL
JO S1USIeARTUDB TEBOTITTOA ay} INOYR[A 1 J0TQ 38ITT I3 JO
sdnoa? teyic 03 JBTIWES 8I8 dnos? YIInOF 8TYT JO S1UIWLASTYE
~-= JTWouods ayg ‘sprom X830 ur *eduox? snortaead oyy jo jwgy
03 JIBTTWTS BT L3TTTUOW TYTO0s ITeys ‘saouo snoTaead saays 9U%
30 28®0 Y3 UT 88 dncrd dTysuiy snosusFOWOT UW 04U PIYEPTT
—0SUCD 30u eI dnor¥ sTYE JO seyousxq ATTUSE INOF eql yInoyg
*gdnoxd seaysy smotasad egy £q L{TBOTIO3ETY POSTOILXS AuomeFet
8U3 IO 3TUL WOIT JUSISIITD AXeA 9T AWOTCO olYF UT UOTIBNATE
S3T 95TBIIQ SIT[TWEF JO 00TQ PUOOIS SYJ UIRITA POTITSsBId oq
190WTE wgoo, (T°oN pxeo ATYsUTY a9g) dnoad ygImoF sqy

*890URLSUNOLTO MU 3YJ 04 ATesssedss 3dspe 03 PEY TENPTATDUT
gosa 20ute dnox? samssead TeTROTOO-BIUT TvotsTTod ¥ 9w dunosd
9Y3 10 UOT3eITFSIUIHTP IUF UT DPOFTNSEL S0UBISWNIITO BTYL LU
-0702 ayy Aq PajTWIT 9Xv SUCTTIOW 93F 9508099 S8096T 38T U3
UT pe3BInFeEuUl juUseFwusw LIO40B] MIW 93 FO 90WI UT TATX
-313 m.ma.n wa3aq sey dnoxd eTYL *SeTIC108F IeU30 UT 8qof snoed
-— BIUBADR .wﬁu.u.om. UF daox? 3931F 9U3 JO 3oIoF eatsusdxe syj
SHOBT INg ‘potIed FueY B A9A0 AUOCTOD 9W3 UT SIsqUeM 53T IOF
jusmlordme TINJ pesaTHos swy dnoa? sTUg *oT QT 9T L0BQTTeD
*A£3TTTGOW DIBAUMCD JO #9999 93T I8 aIIYL cdnox? 3s3Tl

- a3} JOF UEUS JAMOT jeUMamos ‘49¢ ST L3TTTqom pxeadi

*£10308F oyj TWTHATA sqol ofus: aTppTm
UT UOT4BPITOSUCO Teuorgednoso ydty ® 4ng ‘AuoTes syq aprsane
Putdiasm £q woTjowoxd y0 seswEyo 8897 guUBLM 8TYL ‘*dnox? jsxix
== 8Y3 0% U0eTIBdWOo UT YFTY AlsA BT YOTUM ¥5°ZL et dnox® s1ul
Fuows fweFopus Luoron *9TqEIF €z pue oTweFIedLy .moy ‘orTwadod
~fq oxw 1T ‘SIFUTIIGW 98sY4 IO °SIFUTIISM Lf DUE GTBOPTATDUT
12T T¥303 I9UOUBIG 969YL ‘UTITIO UBAUIILI —o1g PUR TUOXBLOD
JFO 83YouBIq JUSISAP INOF UL @38T5W00 dnoJF PITHF STHE

*4B8318T3J9T Aw0T00, 943 USY} J9usmr dnord

18ITF #Yq 3xoddng o4 pepueq savy Loyl ‘JIoAsmony ‘aoT1BZTTEOTD
-~Br Te0T4TTod Jo spotaed ur - dnox¥ 48Tl o4% Jo am.nu..w?nmmwoo
JUPFTHURIUT 2X0W oY% 03 pegoddo 98 ,WSTIBAIISTOD aTqBuUOSEeX,,
3o atdoed £q pep® ATTETiUweiaqng 8T dnox? sty *dnoxd 48X1T
ey 04 ATTeNIOF pascdde aq PTNOS 3EUL JUWILUOD TBOTIOTCRPT uw
8xX0BT uotsisodde sty gmg *dnox?F 3sarI 8yl jo S9PpN3 T8 4Ual
~TSUBILUT 84 OF UoT4TmRodde 34uIispom B JUTA®Y 58 ‘jusgxs uTzy

‘== J00 ¥ 03 ‘PoJePTIR0D aq U®o dnox? dTUSULN PITUL YL

*¥OIeWOD
- owés oy} WOy ewod dnot? STUS UT STYMPTATDUT TTV *92°LT ST
£LowqiTed 3Tnpe Jo ofequeoxed eyg *egnTosIqB ST LmreFopus LuoToo
pue dnox® smotasad U3 o 3843 03 JIBTTWUIS 2999 T9U3LaA3T BT 33
=18 pToUesnOY oYy ‘*oTwedodlq aug puw oTweRiedly egw omg ‘gma
B35 JTWOUOD20TI0E IBTTUTR J¢ aTdosd ussmjeq oJ8 SOFVLILEW 2A
-T4 *dnoxd 3s8ITF aU3 04 wosTaedwoo £q ¢ (%,°CT) L2FTTq0W TBTO
-— 03 paeMdn 9T33TT §9Y STENPTATPUT 62 JO dnox? ey *suoTssz
-ous? omg 38UT vﬂ. Futanp AuowaPay Arogory-AUcT00 TteTTeaed oy
$8ITY 9U3 03 uosTIBdEOI ut ‘3807 88y dnoad puoses _ona,

.mu.nwmw.on Fann
~BUTHTIO aJIas S9ITTWES ayg [TV “*soocutacad JUIIIIITY WOXT I8



nomic stability for the differsnt members of the group.

Thus, because social mobility is a recent phenomencn, genera-
tional differences in income are considerable. Femgle exoga-
my (colony women with outside men) is 45%, while mele exogamy
is 5,8%. This indicates the superior job position of the men
of thie group, who, in this respect, clearly belong to the
firet bloc. In contrast, marriage within the colony is lesa
favourable occupationally for the majority of women in this -
group, due to the lower income jobs available to women in a
textile factory. For that reason they tend to marry and move
outside to achieve a socioeconcmic position similar to that
obtained within the colony by their mele relatives., The pre-
ference of women to marry outside in face of male monopoly of
well paid jobs suggesis a refusal to accept a dependent and -

inferior rols.

In this laet group of the first bloc the house—
hold (early in the domestic cycle) includes several genera—
tions, but later is confined to muclear familiea., The upward
mobility of sons in relation to their parents is 21,1%, with
three cases of downward mobility. This mobility is higher -
than that of the second group {which "became poor") but lower
than that of the others. The cases of upward mobility are so-
mewhat scattered in this group and do not reflect a consolida~
tion of the atatus of the group as a whole as happers in the -
other groups of this bloc.

The percentage of prolonged celibacy is 13.9% a low

to normal percentage for the colony, placing the group within
the norm of the first bloc in which prolonged celibacy bes no
strategic economic meaning,
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The second bloc of families can be divided in two
groups. The firat is cheracterized by a substantial homogenei-
ty, and by subordination and adaptation to the traditional co-—
lony system., (See kinship card No.2) It is the group of workers
who, without having the social mobility of the first bloc, are
the most unconditional c¢lients of the patrons of the first bloc.
It is the group that best fits the hypothesised over-poelitici--—
zation of asocial network relations that accounts for the poli——

tical stabibity of the colony system.

This group has ten large femily branches, with a total
of 22 decent lines, originating mainly from the pre-Pyrenean a-
rea and from the comarca. The total number of individuals is -
314, and there are 98 marriages. Of the marriages only seven -
are hypogamic and six hypergamic, the rest are stable, Colony
endogamy is 47.9% which is surprisingly low given the expecta—
tions of full employment of this group within the colony. Ac—
tually these expectations have been realized only through the
prolongation of celibacy, and at times, through not marrying.
Prolonged or definitive celibacy also compensates for the inco-
me of the family unit givern the high exogamy of females, Es-—
sentially, the prolongation of celihacy ensures a high total
income for the family of orientation in consomance with the de—

mand for an unskilled segmentary labour force in the factory.

The most prominent household characteristic of this --
group is the tendency towards the joint family, with many sin-
&e collaterals. The usual pattern is that of three genera—
tions living together with severaul single collatersls. In -
this sense, these families saved not only én marriages but al-
80 on family space. This "saving" strategy will differentiate
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These processes of the second bloc are linked to a -
characteristic demographic feature of kinship in the colony
system. The demand for single labourers reinforces fertility;
but, at the pame time, the emphasis on the lengthening of ce—
libacy {to prolong exploitation within the family of orienta-
tion) reduces the mumber of marriages and/or delays them, di-
minishing their fertility. Thus, alongside families with ear-
ly marrisges snd a lot of children, many of whom will remain
single, there are other families with late marriages and few
or no children. These tendencies, observed synchronically -
and historically, represent only some changes in the length

of the developmental cycle of domestic groups.

In general, the fission in the family of orientation
was delayed, and even the "heir" (eldest son) remained in the
parents house. Indeed, the firm was interested in populating
the colony (with high density) to f£ill the factory mainly with

colony labourers.

The third bloc is a minority which sets itself apart

from the mainstream of the colony system. HMuch of thie bloc

has been systematically victimised and purged by the dominant
group of the colony {6).

On the one hand those families belong to this bloc
who were directly opposed to the colony system and took anta-

gonistic although not necessarily revolutionary, political po-
For that reason, there

The

pitions in face of the dominant group.
are almost no remnants of these families in the colony.
finship characteristics of the first group of this bloc appear
to be atypical in the colony. Male exogamy, in contrast to -
a1l previous groups, is rather high and so too is emigration,
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thich is often the outcome of clear politieal

o confronta
ocial mobility, both for the o

peopls ¢
eopte that o . . hat remain and for the
¥y o of courae always have difficulties in

e ﬂ Op“- UOWM“H.OHPW Mm N.Hl

108t nonexi,
g gtent, Al marriages are contracted with People of
L status. The number of children ig reduced,

A The aecond group of the bloc is composed of famj.
) -
Se characteristica are independent of their relation

50
the colony system. Their social and cultural life tak
es
slace almost totally outside the colony.

Nhereas the firgt -
group was antagonistic to the dominant group

lifferent, o ey

It i
18 constituted by people with high geographical

B.OUH.H.Fﬂ“m :W.O H.u-co HMH EOHGD.H uogmuﬂowﬁ.mv aﬂwogmu. some GH wnﬂﬂa

in contrest to the first group, have many children

The thirg group is constituted by non-Catalan im-

nigrant
8 who have become integrated within the colony in a ta-

cit
aww. rather than through direct participation.
5 social integration into the colony is higher than

ral integration. Thus, for example,
in the

This group’
its cultu-
once they were installed

e

olony they have had an endogamy of 50% over the lgst

two gen i
generations, while linguisticelly and in other cultural as

ects t i
p hey remain non-Catalan., It is interesting to note that

this
&roup marries individuals of its own group or belonging to

the 8
econd group of the second bloc. This latter is the more

open in the welcome it gives to immigrants. (7) In its in
characte . .
Tistics this third group of the third bloc ressembles

more to i mmi
- non=Catalan immigrant families elsewhere than to any ot
&r colony families.(See kinship card No. 4)
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The first group of this third bloc has been purged because of
its radical or revolutionary attitudee. Himtorically, and -
this happened in the colony as in the rest of the colatry, the
moderats group was unsble to master the dominant group beczuse
of the intransigent reaction of the latter in periods of Ye-
form, especially during the Second Republic. The intransigent
reaction within the colony has, at times, even cariceatured the
reaction at the national level. The servility of the dominant

group of the ¢olony and of its clients towarda the masters hin-

dered the liberalizing efforts of the moderate influence. (B8)

The fgct that in the colony system, kinship (in
the form of kinship groups) and social network could constitu-
te 2 level of political integration is exceptional in indus—
trial scciety. In industrial society the domestic family is
normally the maximum kinship unit and its political allegian-
ce i made through the commitments of the family head, without

other relatives, neighbours or friends necessarily being invel

ved.

Nuclear or domestic kinship in the colony has po—
litical sense only as a segment of a large coalitiomal group.

atate is not represented fully by ites usual agencies. This
localization can take distinct forms. The most common is ca-
ciguismo., But almost always these forms run parallel to the
interests of the state. If the contrary is the case, these -
forms reveal & crisis in the hegemony or coercive effective—
ness of the state, resulting in more or less widespread civil
wars &8 in nineteenth century Spain.

The ¢risis involved in a political fragmentation is
only a crisis for the central state and not necessarily for
the mode of production within which this state is developed,
Thus, in the case of the colonies political stability was —
schieved through the privatization of state concerns at the
local level. This stability was superior to that normally -
furnished in urban industrial society by the agents of the -
central state., In other words, the political conditions pro-
vided by privatization {the masters providing for education,
health, housing) and over-politicization of kinship and social
network relations were sufficient to maintain the labour rela-
tions of industrial capitalism. The state stood in “reverse®
and could appear "in extremis™ if there was wideapread con -

flict. However, the isolation and vertical integration of -

The attitudes, ideas and sentiments of the nuclear family are
socialized, and receive social expression at the level of the
kinship group.

the colonieg even removed this possibility. Furthermore, the
Spanish state was lacerated by its contimuous civil struggles
and financial bankruptcies.

An industrialization with a decaying or weak state -

fragments and localizes state concerns more than does an in -

I see the over-politicization of micro-somial rela--
tions to result from political fragmentation. In e capitalist
t i i de-cen
state, political fragmentation {which is not the seme as de-cey dustrialigation that takes place under a strong and expansive
tralization) appears, at a first glance, as a crisis. By poli-
tical fragmentation I understand a specific localization of po=-

wer relations in different areas of a single state, where this

state.
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KINGHIP CARD MeY, Exemple of the_firet bloc,fourth group.

I. Native of the town of Berga. He came to the colony at the turmn of the
osntury

2, She ceme from a family whioh as Carlist was persscuted by the liberals,

doving to ths oolordes mean safsty to thas. They ceame eroun 1874,

3. Native of ths nearby village of Sallent, He came to the colony $0 work
&8 an unakilied worker in spinming, He and his wife were working pre-
viously in the Low Bejjes in a textile factory, With the last Carliet
war they had trouble in this area and moved to the Golony.

4.%orked as weaver in the Colony, _

S.A psasant from the alose village of Mercla,

G.9he steysd as a maid in & nearby farmstead of the Colony,

7. Shosmsiker froe the rethar distant township of Artes,

S.Married in Arths itself,

9, Weaver .The Colony.

I0. Weaver,Id.

11, Weaver,Xd,

12, Weaver, Id,

HU-. Weaver,Id,

14, %eaver,.Id,

Wsaver in the Colony bsfore moving to Bamrge,
Weaver. The Colony,

Weaver, Id,

Neaver, Id,

%i- Id,

Weaver, Hno .

Housewife, Id,

» In another colony,

Id.
Staying in the town of Manresa.
Id.

Baker in a nearby villmge,
Housewife, Id.

Weaver, Tha Colony.

HBUBIGRRBNRBEEIS!

w
N

e Bpinner, Id,

33, Spinner, Id,

34, Veaver, Id.

35, Spinner, Id, The daughter was also a spinner there,
36. %pimnar, Id.

37.8irwer, Id, .

Spinming opsrative, Id,

Marchant dealer in a naarby villags,
Charpenter, The Colony.

Tetlor, Id.

Seaver, Id.

-sc Hﬂc

EhEBESE

F
$
@

BRE3HHR

RERABBESEARBRA

BREBRPABIPIZARURNBBRIBE

Firet wife, @eaver in ths Coloay,
Second wife. Spinner and afterwarcds weaver in the Colony,
Priesat
Died young.
Cherpentey {suxiliaery servicea}. The Colony,
. Yeaver, Id,
Priest,
Seaving manager of the Colony,
Weaver. Ths 85.
Manager in another colony of tha Upper Llobregat.
Housewl s .
Plumber, Manresa,
« Housewlfs,
Weaver, The Colony.
; Manager assistant in the Colony,
, The Colony
. Id. ,
Weaver. The Colony,
. Chamist. Id, After left for a chemical industry,
+ From a psasant family 3
+Charpenter. Tha Colony, After left for a promotsd job in Manresa,
Industrial snginesr. Sarvalona,

Housewifs, From Navids,

Electrical tschnical snginesr. Barcelona,

Weaver. The Colony,

Foreman. Id, . .

Weaving preparetion. Id,

Spinning laboratory. Id.

Housewife. . .

Asistant manager. The Colony,

Managee, Moved to the low Bages [meighbouring county)
Foreman, The Colony,.

Elsctrical tschnical msginesr,

Id.

Barwment factory laboratory. The Colony.
' Blectrician (auxiliary ssrvices) .The GColony.
Spinner. The Colomy. )

Mschanical technical snginasy, The Colony. Moved to Igualada,
¥gaving manager, The Oolony,

¥inder, 1d, . .

Asgistant wanager, spinning ssction, Id.

Garwent factory lasboretory. Id.
+«Seavey, Id.
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KINGHIP CARD N, 2, Example of the escond bloc, FPirst

1 and 2, Peasents at Said {village next to the Colony).

3 and 4, Sherecroppers. Id,

5 end 6.Psasants at Galere {village naxt to the Colony),

7:sTanant farwsr, Id,

8, Tenant farwer in the neardty viliage of Puig-reig.

S, Bmith. Navarcles {(villsge of the neighbouring oounty).

and II, Sherecroppsrs. Gaid.

Sharsgropper. He had besn working in the building of the dem of the Colony

Spinnar, The Colony,Aftsrwards housswork in a pessant farw,

Birls*houss in the Colony., Sha went home on Sundays,

Sharecropper in a village next ¢o the Coleny,

+ and I7, Tenant-sharecroppers in Puig-reig. They ceme toc the Colony with

nu.uﬁiﬁ. children ¢o work in ths factory., The coupls was then ton old to

Wmoscun o work in the factory,

18 and I9, Spinners. The Colony. .

20-23, Commuting deily to the Oolony from their pessant housshwold,

24-25,Merchants in the closest villimge,

26, Unknown

27, Maid of the millowners family, The Colony.

28, Spinmer. Id.

25, Neaver. Id.

& and 3I, Inn. Nearty village.

32. Gmith in Navarcles. Afterwerds moving to the closest wvillage to the Colo=
ny and working in loom maintsnancs,

33, Spinnar, The egu

34, Id, Id,

35, 9pinner. Another colomy down the river.

36. Spinming, man in charge, Before marrying commuted to work from e villa-
ge locatad at one hour and & quarter from the Colony. Aftar he ssttled

in ths closss§ village to thes Colony becauee off the shortags of fwusing in
the Coleny. In ISI8 moved fnsids,

FRRERE

37. Weaver, The Colnny, ]

33, Weavsr,Closast village,

3. Uniknown, .
a0, Weaver, The Colony. Aftsrwards she bscems a nun,
41, Bpinner, The Colony, .

42, Spinner, Id, Aftarwsrds she becans & run.

43, Spirmer, The Colory.

a4, Id, Id,

as, Id, Id,

45. Student for priesthond, He cied young.

47, Spinmer, Tha Colony.

43, 1Id, Id.

49, Meson, Bagh (viliage locatsd st the north of the oounty)
. Unknown, .

§I, Warkshop saployee, Sabadell,

wN- gi?-

53, and 84, Barga,

85 and S8, 0il stetion in a nearbty village,

450
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Small entreprensur of taxtilss in another county, Out-worksr.
Employss in garags. Manresa,

end 80, Psasants,

Lendless labourer,Gail.

.Waaver. The Golony,

Eutﬁ:E.-DuHoa. Absent for gu.u.u:luu

Garmant factory oparetive.

and 68, Dled being &H&!a%mgnéﬁu
Clerk, Afterwards shopkseper in the Colony.

« Trade business, Navhs,
. Clerk in the closest villags to ths Colony.

« - Btudent,

L0, Butchers, Colony shop.



s .
:,l at LN

;o b

‘-s "l .

O

lsiﬂ 9‘6 85 . ¢§ %sﬁ_}-zg{ﬂ

ot X
. . o
L Ul !
., -
20 s,
4 7 ‘.7
. v
(YA

L ™

£ zz M o

J
£y £% 5%
DR | N R

451

o

L JERER)
s IR

o:—|
os
o5
og!
D%l
og!

§5ELEY e Y

134




1. Religioua,

. Plumber, The Colony,
2, Wgaver, The Colony. The family cams from the Pre-Pyrensen arees shers M !.:no“u.. The Golony.
they ware irvolver in farwing and contrsband. He came to the Colony and 53. Bhopk ers in tha closast village,
orea as singls and lived in a farmstsed nearty the Colony, M” gL The Colony.
3, OGafore being a maver in the Colony she was hend-loom waaver in 85, Wechanic. Xd.
a néerby fermotead, S6 ond 57, Scblchildren,
4 to 6. Thay were living in the farwetead alterneting ferwing works 58, Saywent fectcry. The Colony.

_with hent=lcam weaving. The fernstead was a tenant farm,
7. Colony shop swployse,
8, VWechanic. The Colony. Afterwards lsft ¢o a neszby villege,
9. Wesver, Tha Colony,
ID and II, Peasant farwmstead ,tenant farwers. Village at the south of
- the county, B

12, Nun at Barcelona, .
I3. The Colony. Oisd soon from typhoid,
I4., The Colony. Unskilled worksr.
I5, Ig IO,
Hmc Unknown. N
nsikilled worker, Died young. .
Foreman, The Golany, Afterwards lsft for Menresa,

Woaver, The Colony.

Waver, Aftarwsrds colony shop smployee.

Yeaver, The Colony.

Foresan. Id.

Spinner, Id.

Id. Id. .

Torks manager. 1d.

Spinner, Id.

Sharecroppsr. Nesrby fermstsad,

ggac The guvna'

Sharecropper. Nearby farmstsad,

gaver, The Uolony,

Wsaving preparetion, Id,

and 33, Peasants in thelr parents farmstead, .
and 35, Tanant farmers in the nsighbourding county.

Weaver., The Colony.
« Foreman. 1d.
and 39, Unskilled workers in the Colony. One off tham died young.
« Bpinner. The Colony. Before in snother colony of the same river.
Clerx, Id, Id,

]

GROFNABEISERHBUBNBRRENNNGEY
5

Fokg
:

47. Wmaver, Id, A
48,Wgaving fimishing. The Colony.
49, Fereman, ld,

452



-
R
.

B g Aniatala ity

+ . Vd hd

TRifryey

- . ) .
3 - -
. .
. L] .
- - -
. . - 0
. . o
. - - L
-,
A ,
. . . .
.
’ f
- . . . .
. . v - B . .
. - .
- . :
. . ] ‘e * ’
. » . * T . - .
. . v .
< n . .
.t . e . . 2, - .
A o~ H . . .
.- LA [N . . .
P “ra R e :
- - - L e LI
.ot .y s 4 - . . . .
. " A v 4 o .
. . . e : 3
. . . h
v . .

cTs-_Lé_—gis sg. v{tg z}s gs OF

sfi ke :i:, z‘:“ m ﬂz'u 2 ﬂz t{)z_‘%;. I‘LZ_J? sg_e}n
i‘““"&m 5 3

-

D
j
j
ey &

BN
o)

453



KINGHIP CARD N,4, Examole of the third blog, third group.

I and 2, Gmall landhclders in Alseria.

3 and 4, Inn in Almeria,

S, Unskilled worksr, The Colony.

8. Id.

7. and 8, Shopkeepars in the glosest willage to the Colony.Previcusly they

had bemn employsss in the colony shop,

9. Mechanic, .ﬂ—“‘ gub_.q'

B‘ ga. Hn.

II. Miner in Almeria, Thess migrants name as a conssguence of the closing
of the British mines of tha Bacares Iron kines Ltd., when the Fren-
caist troops invaded Almeria, =

12, Housawife, They had sowe children working in enresa,

I3. and I4. Sellent. After the seizure of the mines by the Francoist
troops they sent to work as psasants for a oouple of years. In 1942

they came to tha Colony. Previously their uncls had come to work thamre,

15, Formerly supsrvisor in the mines of Almeria, Aftsrwards he become

an unskilled worksr in the Colony.

15, Sinner. The Colony.

17, Scutcher, Id,

18, Housework,

Iy, Housewifs, )

20, Minsr in Almeria. Aftarwards in Figols (Upper Llobregat river).

ZI. Policeman, Barcelona,

22. Housswife, _

23, Bar owner, Sallsnt.

24, Almaria, .

25, Small businesamen. .

25 and 27. Almsria. Managsr of a factory of esnimal foed. They wers 13 byo-
thers in total. @ix off thewm lost gontact with the family and the rest
.&-l. . -

28, Foreman, The Colowny.

3, Housswife,

30, Mechanic. Tha Colony.

31, Hoysewife,

32, Mechenic. Ty Colony.

33, Housewifs ..

34, Spinning operative, The Colony,

35. Spinnar in the Colony since 1942, . )

36, Weaver and afterwards meswving finisher. The Colony.

7. Mechanic., The Colony. }

38, Weavar. Tha Colony (of immigrent origin ss well),

39, Elsctrician , The Colony.

a0, Weaver, Id, _ ]

4, Id. Id. ﬁ-gaa’n Sendor, Id, 43, Eo,.gsh.- Id.

44.Housewifs 45-47,Gaawent factory ssployses, The Colony.

48, Housswife, 49,Barment factory.The Colony, 50, Btudent.
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date back into antiquity. In the Buropean fisheries the internaticmal

market and large-scale merchant capitalist fleets have playeld a key role -

since the sarly middle ages. But partly because the sea has remained s
common resource— unlike the land~ and more recently through state support
for fishermen's bost vwnership, the sgalitarian co=venturing ‘share' system
worked on fishermen-owned boats has been egqually important, and in Britain
and Scandinavia provides the most vital sector of the indusiry today.

It is this economic and cultural diversity of maritime communities, along
with the particular coherence of each, which makes them especially suitable
cases for exploring the roots ow. domestic and communal power between the
8eXes.

All maritime communities, because their ecommies take their men to =mea,
are peculiarly dependent on women. This dependence gives women not omly
more wwmuosawdwwuﬂw. but also the possidility of more power. Befors ssking
why this possibility is sometimes realised and sometimes noi, we need to loo
at the ways in which these communities depend on women. There are threes
first the direct productive contribution of women to their industriessg
secondly in creating, both physically and morally, the next generatiom,
through bearing and raising childrenj and thirdly, the special responsibil-
ities which they carry through the adsence of men.

‘he

irect productive contribution of women takes place mostly ashore,

and in this respect the division of labour between the sexes seems generslly
sharp. But even here there are local wariations. A minority of women
fishermen used to help crew 3Swediah and Forwegian boats, and Breton and
Sardinian boats occasionally take them on today, Independent women fisherw
men have been reported from Ireland and north-west Spain. Much more commom=-

ly, women work aboard ship as gutters: this is siandard practice in the

458 B

East Buropean fleets, as it was for the Newfoundland women at the
labrador cod fismhery. Both in Britain and Scandinavis there are
ingtancea of lifeboatwomen who became hercines, like Grace Darling
of Northumberland, It was also a widsspread practice here for
merchant skippers to sajil with their wives and often children too,
not only to bring them more domeatic comforts btut slso to help as
crew, or, indeed, as officers, Joseph Wilson the seamen's trads union
leader recalled his Sunderland grandmother 'was a very efficisnt ssiler
and navigator. She sailed for many years with my grandfather and was
practically chief mate of his 3hipe.. Aboard ship her authority was
supreme, and she was regarded 83 a severe disciplinarian'. little wonder
that in Theodora Lloyd's west Wales village, where such skippers' wives
were common, and all the girls taught navigation, 'women were naturally
accepted as equals', Ssawomen are certainly sxcepticnals but they are
important just because they help us see beyond the 'naturalness' of a
male stereotype, and ask how such excaeptions can arise.

¥ore typically, however, women worked ashore. They frequently provided
the workforce for rope, sail or net factories, even within the stiate
dockyards. Such shore labour made a useful contribution to the scomomy
of seafaring and naval communitiesi but for the fishing it was fundamental.
While in generzl men have caught the fish, they have normally relied on
women both in preparing for the fishery, and still more in disposing of the
catch, In the line-fishing comwunities of morth-east BEngland and Scoiland,
for example, women had to search out shellfish for bait from the rocks and
cliffs, clean and bait the men's lines in the living rooms, and help them
laupchk their boats. Unce the catch was home, they had either to split

and dry it or to smoke it for preservation, or to ssll it, freah or smoked,
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East Anglian project. Trevor lummis has calculated the death rates of
the brothers and sisters of his informanta, His figures show that in
the families of the driftermen and trawlermen, whose fathers were away

for the longest periods, the death rate of children was more than double

that in the inshoremen's homea: a stark index of the turden which work
at sez imposed on both offspring and wives.

Childrearing is of course a social and moral as much as a physical
processt and the oral evidence also shows the great differences in the
manner in which it can be carried out., I have argued im Living the Pishing
that these differences provide one key reason why sowe fishing cowsunities
survive, while others have failed. Fishermen have always needed to be mors
adaptable than peasantis, because they are specialists, and have 1o respond
to the constant changes in the mobile fish stocks themselves, the market,
and the technology of boats, catching, processing and distribution. There
is therefore, to take one example, a direct{ connection between the adaptab—
i1lity and flexibility which Shetland men and women have shown at work, which
has becn vital to the economic success of their isolated, peripheral regiom,
and the way in which they are brought up: gently, normally without any
physical punishment, to think for themselves at an early age. It is a
way which highlights the special skills wkich childrearing demands. 'I think
slapping bairns is awfully bad. Tou make them gentle, keep them genile',
one woman explained of how shs had brought up her own boyss

I think if you slap a bairn even when he's very little, suppose he
scratches your face and you give him a slep on the hands, he'll do that
to you.., You just grow up as ycu're trained. And you can get & lot out
of bairne, especially if you're kindly t¢ them. ‘'live the idea more than
the fear', you see.

460

Carzainly social attitudes and individual persomality continue to swvolve
through later years. One interesting feature of British dockyard towns
has been the exceptional, almcat meritocratic, emphasis off working class
rarents on the importance of school education, because sntiry to skilled
work in the state dockyards was through competitive examinations. But
the foundations are laid earlier within the family. In creating the
people and workforce of the maritime communities of the future, women
thus also play a crucial role in the mediation of social change. But
this is another Bubject.

By taking men away from home .n.owcwunw«. often for weeks at end,
work at sea makes the conventional ideal of modern family life, with its
focus on home-centired togetherness sharply separated from the impersonal
harshness of work, very difficult, if not impossible, tc realise. But
the absence of men forces family life away from the idesl in contrary
directions, On the one hand, women are left with most of the respomsidil-
ity for the children, the home and its financea. On the other the men
learn self-sufficiency, including often basic domestic skilis, in the
exclusively male society of the ship. They can easily fall into the dist-
anced relationship of Jeremy Tunstall's wage-paid Hull trawlermen, cho,
when ashore, prefer the company of their mates 1o the family, head for the
nearest pub rather than home, and treat their wives simply as ‘providers
of sexual and cooking services', But paradoxically, while being pulled
into separate worlde, both hushand and wife hame also acquired overlapping
skills, a shared competence for domestic tasks and responsibilities, which
make & married 'partnership' a r.al poasibility. This is one basis for
the striking domestication of men, their contribution to child-care,

cleaning and cooking, which can be found in East Anglian fishing families

;
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husband from the water barrel or food at his demand'y while James Puris

wags told in Cat Harbour that 'A man without a wife is like a man without

a good boat Or a good horse and a woman is, in the division of shares of
a voyage, considered an item of her husband's capital, just ss a cod _
trap or an engine'. The sense in which women are essential has hars
become simply derogatory and desmeaning.

It may be important that in north Newfoundland imheritance is through
men, for Dona Lee Davis has more recently given a much more poeitive
interpretation of the poaition of women in socuth-west Newfoundland,
where she found the inheritance of houses and plots was usually through
women rather than men. The contrast is still stronger with the shares
in beoat ownership and social recognition of women in parts of Scandinavia,
north~west Spain or Malaya. Elsewhere men may own the boata, but women
the farms, as on scme of the Shetland fishing islands, or om r.ou.m. Or
it may be sufficient for them to be regarded as the formal managers of
the land, whatever the legal title, as on the Breton isiand of Houat,
where women run the agricultural co-operative and administer property,
while ashore 'l'homme est simplement »owoao\o.. confined to snclaves liks
the jetty and the nw».v.

It is difficult, however, to decide which leads to which., At Houat
economic and social attitudes have created special local propertiy customs
but the reverse can als¢ happen. One study of two hamlets a mile apart
in the same norih Norwegian fjord, tied together through a network of
kin through marriage, found that in Strandsiett, where land wsa abundant,
the full generoaity of traditional inheritance was operated, with a complet
share to all children, legitimate and illegitimate, male and femalej but
in laknes, where the family ecconomy depended on the inkeritance of beach

rights for salmon nets, thess were left only to sons who would work
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togsther. Daughters had to marry out,

The power and responsibility of women, in ahort, is shaped by a
complex interaction of sconomy, proparty law and custom, social and
morael attitudes and family need. In seeking to understand the roots of
power between the soxes, we must bring all these lesvels to bear. Baut

equally important, we need io examine men's and women's positions in

Jjustaposition. FPower has to be understood as a relationships & mutual
relationship, historically shaped, but experienced through individuals.
To assek out the dynamics of change we have to consider how these mutual
relationaships betwsen men and women have albered over time, and in

particular contexts, both in terms of sconomy snd culture.

So far, for sxample, we have referred tc men's work simply in terma
of their absence from home. But it also matters wheither they are paid
a regular wage, or depend on the uncertain rewards ¢f a share. Il seems
too that family relatifnshipe are often worst affected when working
conditions are not only especially bitter and far distant from home, but
the men sense the degree or their own exploitation by merchants or
emplgers. Such sxperience may harden them, and drive them i{owards
compensating self-indulgence and assertions of their own male suthority
when at home. The pattern of the old Newfoundland fishing was set in
this way and has outlived its economic origins, not only im its own outport
but also in the old deep—sea ports of Normandy and Brittany. 4 similarly
grip picture of alienation and domestic violsnce comes from the company
port of Hammerfest in northernmost Norway, and from the major British
Borth Sea trawling ports.

Aberdesn provides a particularly stark example of how drastic economic

change can transform relationships within the family and between the sexes.
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maintained local presperity. The explanation rests in large part inm
their differing moral order, of community, church and family. The Lewis
family is patriarchal and authoritarian. Women are sxpected to serve

their menj children to follow their elders. In the less puritanical,

more scattersd Shetland townshipe, %y contrast, women have much more

social standing and confidencet and they have passed o t0 their children
an inner self-determination which has allowed them to make the most of

the chances before them.

It is believed by many Shetlanders that their family customs go back
a thousand years, to the Viking setilement of the islands from Scandinavia.
There may be some threads which go back that far. But on the other hand
their culture remains continually vulnerable and is at present under seige
by the ¢il industry. The dynamics of power between the sexes are rooted
in a delicate and complex mutual interaction, in which economy, property,
space, work, and the culture of family, religion and region can all play
a vital part, And beyond this, as every oral historian knows, there is
difference through personality too.

It is nevertheless possible, I believe, 10 make sense of these
complicated patterns, provided we break beyond the tendency of so such
research to be either too stutic— as 8o often in anthropology- or too
general, The repeated documentation of women's oppsession and male
dominancs, and also the use of tha trans-historical concept of patriarchy,
both push too easily towards undifferentiated generaliiy., The need now

is to understand variation. The most promising way forward, in my view, is

through local studies of changing sexual relationships ofer time, in

relation to both economy and culture— and through gomparison,

It is not an easy path to follows but the deeper understanding of the
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roota of the balance of power betwesn the sexes which it could bring
us is surely needed. JFor within the prevailing male nolunbn.oc of
western societies, both in the past and today, there has been an
immense wvariety in the degree to which women have bsen adle to sreste
apace, independence and spheres of power for themselves. Thess
variations have been, and will continue to be, ¢f critical importance

to how their livee are lived.

NOTES
1. Paul Thompson with Tomy Wailey and Trevor lummis, Living the Pishing,
Routledge and Kegan Paul, London 1983, which containa full acknowledge—
ments, bidbliography and citations (except for footnote 2 _...ou.ov. fere
I would like to sapecially mention Thea Vigne, with whom I began this
researchy the Social Science Research Council and the Puller Bequest
who supported parta of it; Judith Ennew, Brit Berggreen, Ann lLouise
Christiansen, Orvar Lofgren, Birgitta Frykman and Marilyn Fortsr for
advices Natasha Burchardt and leonore Davidoff{ for comments on the
manuacript; Bon Grels for inviting me to spssak om this theme at ths
International Conference on Women's History amd Oral History, Columbia
Unjversity, New York in November 1983; and above all, t¢ the peopls of
the fishing communities who talked to us about their lives.

An extended version of the argumsnt presented here is forthocoming
as an article on 'Women in the Fishings the Rootis of Power between ths

Sexes', in Comparative Studies in Scciety and Hiato 1985,

2. My Stormy Voyage Through Life, Llonden 1925, p 4.
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gandage to reinforce their power. Moreover, the devastating work
of Albanian irrequlars, initially employed to suppress the insu-
rrection of 1770, and plain robbers of any nationality, plus the
increased fiscal burdens of the reaya's, due to the abuses of the
above "intermediaries”, had desastrous consequences for the rural
population. Many former "free villagers® either took to the moun
tains and became brigands themselves or gave up tehir land to the
nearest landowner in exchange for protection. This accelerated
another characteristic phenomenon of the decline of the Ottoman
Empire: the evolution from "timar"™ (land owned by the state} to
"chiftlik" (privately owned). This process of usurping land from
state control evolved gradually, with two important peaks at the
end of the 17th and 18th century resp. (9) and was finally com-
pleted by Ottoman laws in 1839 and 1858 (10).

It is no coincidence that the first kleftic songs were com-
posed around 1750 (11). It was at this time that Balkan trade
reached a heighth of prosperity. The wealth, transported on the
backs of the Vlach mules was a increasing challenge to anycne ca-
rryina a rifle. Thus the safety of trade routes became a matter
of primary importance. And it was exactly in this field that the
armatoli met, at the same periode, the first serious challenge to
their garowing power. The guarding of the mountain passes {dervé-
nia), which was an important source of income, was removed from
their control and entrusted first to the reaya themselves, then
to muslim Albanians (12},

In the aftermath of 1770, the Albanians, guided by Ali Pa-
sha, increased their power and inflicted a serious defeat on the
armatoli and klefts. On the eve of the Revolution, many allied
themselves with Ali Pasha, in order to preserve their “armatolik”
(district) In W. Roumeli especially, the "captains" had gained
considerable power and managed to "settle old scores with the
primates" (13). During the Revolution ané shortly after they
consolidated this power and even played an important part in po-
litical life (14). But scon the primates took their revenge and
managed to gain control of the newly created state machinery (15},
which was the only way to regain their lost paradise, as their
former source of power, local self-government, was abolished by
the young Greek state.
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As for peasantry, the creation of an independent Greek sta-
te (1833} dit not change its situation, as their most important
expectation, the distribution of the former Ottoman properties
(more than half of the arable land, including the most fertile
areas) (16) remained unfulfilled. These lands were proclaimed
"national estates" and could not be sold. Taxation and methods
of collecting continued to be extremely oppressive often even mo-
re than under Turkish rule. Thus many peasants fled across the
Turkish boréer and/or turned to brigandage.  The land issue would
remain a major problem in Greek political life until the beginn-
ing of the 20th century. Tithes were abolished in 1880 (18), the
expropriation of national estates was established by law in 1911
(19), but land reform was only completed in the periode 1912-1937
(20) .

Even hefore the Revolution the distinction between klefts
and armatoli had been blurred. This was still more true so af-
ter the most powerful amongst them, the Roumeliote chieftains,
had been evicted from power. But they continued to interchange
the roles of institutionalized armed violence and outlawry: some
took up service in the Greek army or gendarmery, or served across
the border under Turkish command, others remained out-laws on ei-
ther side of the border, but it was always fairly easy to switch
sides. However, a new development was the political use of bri-
gandage. "After the introduction of parlamentary government in

1844 many brigand bands took service under the King, or his agents,

to terrorize electors (...) or creating disorder on the Turkish
frontier (...} to convince the powers of the strenth of irreden-
tist feelings"™ (21). It return they received protection from po-
litical patrons, if they were arrested. This was in fact what
happened during the uptisings of 1847, 1856, 1878 and to some
extent alsc during the Macedonian Struggle (196-1912). Apart
from this special form of armed violence, brigandage remained
endemic in the whole area, because it was the main source of sup-
Plementary income and an outlet for surplus labour. Significant-
ly, it diminished after 1890, when emigration to America became
possible (22).

In order to understand the new situation which arose on
the Greek mountains during the periode 1941-44, it is important
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Liako's pasha is his sword, his vizir is his rifle"™ (30)

As for wealth, its main expression is money, not land or o-

ther real state. Power, either legal or illegal, was mainly re-
garded as a source of profit (31). In a song about the mﬂﬂcwawm

power between Greeks and Alb&nians over the guarding of the moun-

tain passes (dervénia), the hero Yotis says he doesn't mind that
the dervénia have passed on to the Albanians: he vill take to the
mountains and take money laden Turkish and Albanian agas, I alive
(32). So either as an appointed watchman, or as an outlaw, he
will be able to turn his power profit. But it is a source of Pro
fit, which is as uncertain as anything else and always remain ne=-
gotiable. For instance, when Ali Pasha removed the armatolos
KatsolGdas from his district Agrafa and replaced him with his ri-
val Kontoyannis, Katsolidas tried to regain his “"armatolik" by bri
bery but had to pay for this attempt with his life.
"I've earned a thousand florins and here they are,
if we drive out the people of Valtos, the Kontoyannis
family
But Ali Pasha didn't listen to him, and cut off his
head" (33).

The relations between kleftarmatoli and the villages were
often highly conflictual. On the one hand they protected the
villages, for instance from tax-collectors (34). On the other
hand they demanded payment themselves and often terrorized the
villages.

"To you Suleyman Bey and the headmen
send me the taxes, send me the payment
lest I burn the villages and lay them waste" (35).

Sometimes the villagers organized themselves, often insti-
gated by the primates and killed their "protectors"”, as happe-
ned in the above song,

Much more conflictual was the relation between klefttar-
matoli and local power-holders, either Muslim of Christian. In
fact, the decisive factor was neither nationmality or religion,
but the struggle for power. There are many examples to illus-
trate this. Sometimes a parallel is drawn between Greek and
Turkish powerhclders:

"I don't become a reava, I don't surrender to the Turks
I don't kneel before the primates and the kodja-basfdes" (36)
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Greek primates cooperate with the Turkish authorities against
Greek klefts (37). Greek klefts threaten either Turkish or Greek
landowners:
"You agas, be careful, lest we burn the villages
quickly give us the armatolik, for we are coming like
wolves”™ (38).
"To you primates from Agrafa, to you kodja-bashides
quickly give us ocur appointment, give us the taxes" (39).
The action of the klefts against the local power-holders was
of course a factor which provoked the admiration of the villagers,
who suffered from their abuses. But no always, because sometimes
the klefts were worse: in a song from about 1880 (40) Vliach she-
pherds warn the Turkish watchman against Vliach brigands and mourn
over him, when he is killed by them.

The aspects of power analyzed so far do not depart from a

situational, personal concrete frame of reference, from the "he-

re and now', characteristic of oral thought (41}. So it is not

surprising that peclitical institutions, like political parties,

monarchy and the army are practically absent from kleftic songs.
Still, it is surprising, as we know from other sources about the
early introduction of party politics, the Civil War fought bet-
ween these parties during the Revolution and the active part pla-
ved in political process by the military chieftians, who are the
heroes of the songs. For example, the chieftains fomented va-
rious uprisings, demanding a OOWmﬁwncnwo: (42) , which was fina-
11y granted in 1864. But the first time we encounter the word
"constitution" with its actual meaning, is in a song dating from
about 1912 (43). From oral tradition instead we know that during
the reign of king Otho the word was a synonym for "uprising” (44).
We also know that these abstract political concepts were so irre-
levant to the common people, that they tried to personalize them.
People asked for example: "Who is this Constitution?” (45). Even
an abbot, who can be supposed to have had at least some instruc-
tion, asked a Danish archeologist: "What kind of a person is this
Regency? What is she to our King?" (46)}. And it is no coincidence
that the only symbol of institutional power, which recurs gquite

frequently, is the king: he is a person.
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& program of social demands, like better working conditions, jobs,

education (53}, equality and a general attitude towards life, de-
termined by joy, confidecen, optimism instead of a fatalism and
sunmission (54). All this would be perfectly compatible with an
enlightened democracy of western type, or with what the Commu-—
nist Party KKE called "tasks of bourgeois-democratic transforma-
tion", But the essential question was of couerse, who was goeing
to rule? o
Most songs say: the people, not the king. But who the peo-

ple? One song says:

"Gone are those times, in which the big ones ruled

now the giant people is going to rule alone" (55).

Here we see a clearly binary conception. &S Ossowski says

that this binary conception, which as always present in society,
becomes more accentuated in periods of intensified class con-
flicts. It can be interpreted according to three criteria, ba-
sed on the privileges of the dominant class {56): power, proper-
ty or exploitation. This binary conception is in effect recon-
firmed in the songs and an analysis of all references to social

groups shows that all three interpretations are present:

aj power: on one side the primates, tyrants, kings, the "big
ones", "chiefs" and "those who want the war and on the o-
ther the humble and enslaved.

b) property: the "eaters” -on one side and the "hungry, bare-
footed and poor" on the other.

c) exploitation: the "people-cheaters" and "crows" against
the "honest people", slaves of work, the workers, peasants
shepherds and plowmen.

To conclude, the image the people had of " " seems
to correspond mere or less to what Kouvaris heard an illiterate
shepherd say to the Rational Council's meeting (1944): better
houses, education, food and agricultural machinery (even a rail-
way to transport his sheep). No old politicians or lawyers to
rule the country, but, in his words "meetings like this one,
where I can get up and say what I have on my mind" (57).

470

The main conclusions to be drawn two periods of -the Greek
common man's history are the following. 1In spite of some com-
mon characteristics {collapse of state machinery and emergence
of an alternative power mechanism defended by armed force, su-
premacy of social conflicts over national conflicts in a war of
national liberation), there is an important shift in the attitu-
de towards power: from a negotiable source of profit, based on
prestige and armed force and determined by agonistic interper-
sonal relations, open only to the happy few with and adequate
network of personal connections and wnsm, it undergoes a process
of ideologization and evolves into a concept of institutional po-
wer, which forms part of a plarn for social change open to all
who want to take part.
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(42) even though their real motives were probably much
more selfish and down-to-earth (looting,amnesty,appoint-
ment in the gendarmery or army).

(43)a.Netpbnoudog , Anuotixd tpayolsia Tou Maxedovinod
Aydva,ASdvo 1968,0.356.°

{44)r.Braxoyrdvvng, Iotopuwf AvBoioy(a,1820-1864,A%4va
1927,0. 45.

{45) ,op.cit. p.45.

(46) op.cit.,p.50.

(47) like J.Petropoulos,P.Diamandourcs,P.Kitromilidis,

K.Tsouaalas.
(48) K.Tsoucalas,op.cit,,no. 1,p.11.

fad)-Mréinog, H Aaiud eEouoia otnv EAéudepn EAAdSa, 1979, 1. II,0. 337.

(50) J.Jatrides (e<),Ambassador Mc.Veagh Reports,Princetan 1980, p.370,372.

{51) AL, Koutoolmodng, H ESvuwd Aviotoom Tov vouos .aﬂnn.% 1983, o"113.

{523 Toaryodbua e AvtioTaone waL Tou Bumiiiou,1975, o, 15
AVTEoTLa Toayoldia, NedlL Avdveg, 1975, o. 34
It AduaTa, ot ‘douao,t, IY,xx o. 38

Awwu "ESvind Avtiotaon® 7, o. 782

{54 Author”s collection.

Gh.uq.. B.Bﬁ.: r TO Aoiud Teayolbi e avriotaong ? 1964, o, 3e°

G@wngpmwmn Ossowski, la structure de classes @ans la conscience sociale,
Paris 1371, p. 37-46. '

G,w:r TOOMDAL, T6oAoY Lich enifoam Tou eumAlov. e: B Epadsa om Seactic
1940-50, AStha: 1984, o, 576 .
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THE FIKM LURING 1HEL PERIUD 1931-36

Rividre Co, Ltd,, the object of our study, was founded in
the year 1854 and to this day still belongs to the metallurgical
sector, More than a thousand male and female employees worked for
this firm in the Republic and the war, It comprised three factories
and a general office: the factories were in Sant Mart{, Badalona
and Can Tunis, the office in Barcelona. The majority of the workers
belonged to the CNT union. Hovever, there were pockets of white=
¢cllar workers in the general office affiliated with the C>wnH%#H
and a very few with the UGT, At the upper managerial level were
the owners, the Rividres, assisted by several of their soms. At
the next level down we find the managers of each factory = Sant
Mart{, Can Tunis and Badalona - and the managers of the departments
which comprised the general office. At the third level were those
in charge of sections of the factories and the office,

The manual laborers had no direct contact with the owners of
the company. In general, the two levels met only sporadically in
the factories, when the owners came to visit some section or for
very specific reasons. "You couldn't talk to the owner, Here you
had to pass through so many hands, you couldn't deal with the ow~
ner, You couldn't talk t¢ him, If it was a labor question you had
to go to the cwner's delegate (the manager). You had to geo through
him. tie had orders from the bosa, He said yYes or no, He didn*t asay
"I'll ask the boss," There were so many of us working there," "I
knew the owners by sight. They used to come and not say anything
te anyone, They had their managers and flunkies.” "Sometimes when
we were working, the Rividres used to come round and they usually
didn't greet us, If they talked to you it was alvays about work.
They came 1like dogs, without saying a thing,"

Some manual workers did have a more direct contact with them
through chance meetings outside the factory or on their way to work.,
They generally characterize the owners as good pecople, who in cer-
tain cases showed kindness towards their employees: "I knew the one
who used to come to the Can Tunis factory, where I worked, They
didn't behave badly towards us, because as it happened sometimes
we used to walk to work and back in order to save the fifteen cents
of tram fare, since we could just get by on our wages; and sometimes
he'd happen to be passing by in his car and come across workers wal-
king along the highway, and he'd stop and give them a lift. So he
wasn't bad." The most direct contact the manual worker had was with

the section Manager, who generally was on good terms with all his
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underlings and tried to make the work more pleasant and problem-
free, "The section manager treated me very well," "The section
manager wes a good guy. He was very fond of me because I always

got my job done, I didn't talk to the Rividrea, They used to come
to the factory and walk up and down the floors where the workers
were. I myself never talked. I talked to my section heasd who was
the one who gave me my work." One woman stands out among all the
workers interviewed who referred to the section heads, for the
bonds of affection and friendship she had with him, to the degree
that one could call theirs a somewhat paternalistic relationship.
The men rarely mention them, and when they do it is in a very dif=
ferent tone: "The section managers were peaceful, all in all, They
were approachable," The firat and second levels of the company hie-
rarchy had therefore few or very sporadic dealings with the manual
workers, "Relations with the section manager were nil. Few. Ours
was & good guy. RBut those people disdained to talk to the workers
{+e.) When those people say anything it's to order and boss you
around. They don't umﬁswo anything else (...)" The opinion of the
radical militants of the firm stands out, This group characterizes
all levels of the company hierarchy in almost the same way: "The
factory was strict. he ones in charge and the managers were really
tough. Lhe section heads and managers were worse than the big bos~
ses,” On the other hand, the upper managerial sectors were so in-
volved in their work that they felt the firm to be their own. “It
wvas a model company, People worked. This industry of ours was huge.®
The office workers maintained a more direct contuct with the upper
echelons, lhey in fact worked together with the Section neads, Per-
sonnel Managers, and very often they were also in direct touch with
the manager and, less frequently, wi.h the owners. Since the office
was much smaller than the factories, relations were on a more equal
basis thanks to the lesser distance between owners and employees,
¥We think this factor is particularty interesting, as it without a
doubt had an effect on the smaller union membership in the office,
as we shall see, and the fewer strikes the white~collar workers sup-
ported as well as their lack of expression of solidarity when the
blue~collar workers went on strike,
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paid to the office workers but not to the factory workers., As for
vacations, the office was the firast section of the firm to have
them, On top of all that, discipline was much stricter in the fac=
tories, there wus a sharp eye kept on the workers. "“The Rividres
were very mimstrustful. They had even put screens over the windows
so that we wouldn't throw out parts or tools belonging to the firm,
They kept & close check." In the middle of the Republican period,
the firm installed time clocks on the leoms in order o keep tigh=
ter control on productien., This led to discontent and discrepancies
between controller and weaver, “"Instead of stopping the clock =&
few times m day to take & break, they didn't atop it at all. This
led to a lot of arguments., For sure that business about productiom
costs was a trick on the part of the owners to make us turn out so
many pieces in a certain time limit, There was & close check kept
on both materials and work."

We get an idea of the atmosphere of the firm in Republican
times from the labor disputes there were and the response of the
owners and remaining hierarchy to them. ¥From the time of the die-
tatorship of Primo de Rivera there was an employers‘’ organization
for the metallurgical sector called "Wire and By-Products" whiéh
brought together all the manufacturers of wire and nail products
throughout the spanish state. Although the centre of the organi=-
zation was Madrid, there was also a main office in barcelona. This
association looked after economic and social issues and the de-
mands of the workers of the sector. Une of the owners of the firm
was in charge of social questions within this organization. ‘the
seriousness of labor violence at times of strike was on the rise
throughout the Republican period. According to a private secretary
of one of the Kividres, "The situation with the owners worsened
and for a while it was very strained, Une of them received death
threats from the Metallurgical Union of the CNT. He travelled in
a bulletproof car and whenever he left the factory he had a police
escort, He also got a bomb threat in his house, It must have been
around 193k,"

The company hierarchy switched about in its attitude towvards
internal confliects and general strikes in the trade. in the case
of a partial strike for internal improvements, the Factory Commit-
tee or union delegzates formulated the demands to the Personnel
Manager of the factory. Lepending on the type of problem and whew
ther he had authority to deal with it, they might then go directly
to the Rividres. 'he managers' reaction to strikes was basically

an attempt to pacify the workers and it revealed a mixture of res-

pect and fear of what the anarchosyndicalist CNT might do, "All

in all the men in charge were peaceable (...} An instunce of this,
that they were passably friendly, came once when a strike was un-
der way in the factory. All the staff was in the street, there was
a mad rush like sometimes happens at times of tension, and only
five or six people were still inside. the man in charge of the fac-
tory came out and told us to go back to work and not to put him in
a tight corner.,"

Strikes had varying repercussions in the factory. The one
that had the greatest significance for the workers of the firm was
the firast metallurgical strike of the Republican period, in August
of 1931, They took an active part, and the firm was paralyzed by
the strike, "We overturned carts, and we put a watch on the office
sc that they couldn't go to work. We kept them from taking goods
out of the Office {...) In the end, we won on the basic points.™
Among the major gains for the sector were the suppression of piece-
work, higher sgaries for all categories, and paid leave for women
before giving birth. At the same time, the legal working age was
set at 16 and the work week at 48 hours, as was in fact the prac-
tice in most firms of that sector. This strike also brought about
vofficial” recognition of the role of the confederated union ore
ganization in the firms. the second general confliect in the sector
came in June of 1934 with the strike for a reduction in the work
day. “I remember that the conflict wasn't getting resolved and the
Councillor for rabor, Barrera, called together the bosses and the
workers and didn't let the meeting out until they reached an agree=
ment.” The strike was a success and the Li-hour work week was ea-
tablished in the sector. In any kind of conflict which arose in
the firm, the Office never committed itself to supporting it, It
had to be forced into doing so by the action of pickets., "When the
factories went on strike, they fended for themselves. They thought
of us as fascists, on the side of the owners."

In the commercial sector, the general strike called in mid-
November of 1933 to demand new bases of work, must be emphasized.
tThis atrike got wvery little response in the Office. The great ma-
jority of employees went to work as usual, "We finally had to stop
working, but I and many others had gone in to work. Several shots
were fired at the metal door of the 0ffice, and someone from the
department even showed up with a gun in his hand and walked up and
down shouting, "You're a bunch of cowards! Stop work:"” Then one of
the Riviéres appeared and without batting an eyelash, grabbed the
kid by the collar and shewed him out of the office. After that, we
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who was reaslily tough, une time when he was defending the owner,
his hand was disabled, When the action started, they went looking
for him nhut he haa already rFone. He was on the boat already, down
at the dock." "We went to the factory every day, to the front door,
till finally cone day it was open. lhe foremen and the nanager had
opened it, The hanager, who was alsc the President of the Foble
Nou Moral Centre, wasn't harmed, tte was picked up and taken away
from his home at 3 in the morning, and at 4 his son was knocking
on my doar,,,"What's up?* "ihey'wve taken my father awayi® At 4 in
the morning! And I ssid to one of my mates,“Listen, let's get going
because the police have taken the manager away." We had to go, the
pooT guy was at the station. when he saw us, the heavens opened!
¥We said, "For God's sake, man! He hasn't done anything! He's the
manager of the factory and we need him there. We've got no boss,
no nothingl" And they let him go (...) He stayed on at the factory
for as long as he wanted. Because there, nobody was harmed! {...)
We were one big family. Nobody was killed there {...}" "Once we
were back at work, word went around that the owners! apartments
had been broken into and robbed, so we went along there and then
we went to the police, who were the CNT police, the Patrois, and
told them, "Look, this is what's happened at the Rividres!' apart—
ments. They might be going to set them on fire!" Then we went back
there ourselves (.,.) The union set up a watch of militiamen from
the Patrols, and any clothing that was left was given to the hose
pitals, When we reached their country houses, they were more than
ransacked (...) Refugeea were coming in and people were living -
there.” "Groups from the company were organized to safeguard them
(the houses), In every revalution there's sacking. The Rividres
had vanished, We didn't know whether they'd come back or not. So
it was right that the objects that were left should be shared out
among the workers, That wasn't sacking." "The employers had gone.
S0 the committee, along with the foremen and managers, took charge
of the work. It went well = there was no lack of work or anything.”
Thus, at Rividre there was no radical break with the previous or-
ganization, With the CNT in the majority at factory-floor level,
the firm was not seized outright as it went back into operation
after the 19th. July. "It went on like it had under the owheras,
except for the Workers' Controlling Committees (...) It was in our
interests that no=one should accuse us of ruining the factory p-.-v
It wasn't easy to organize it all, naturally the old manager had
to give an account of everything he wanted to do to the CUU {Wor-
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that, when the Generalitat {Catalan regional assembly) brought out
the tecree on lollectivization, the firm adjusted to it by follow-
ing the guidelines of the Catalan Council for the kconomy.

In August of 1936 came the seizure of the owners' property,
which was not to be divided into lots to be raffled among the wor-
kers until May of 1937, thus earning money for the Blocod Fanks,

That same August there was another important event within the firm:
the discovery of one of thie owners' sons somewhere near the (atalan
coast, He was taken to Rarcelona and handed over to the Controlling
Committees of the firm., The Metallurgical Union of the CNT gave the
workers a free hand to proceed as they thought best. He was put on
trial but not held responsible in the end, Later on, members of the
company committees offered him the chance t¢ work in the factory,
which he refused., "My husband and other Committee members smuggled
him into France. They got through Customs, risking their lives, eh:
Because you could tell he wasn't a worker., He looked like a student,
he was young and you can tell from the hands if someone's a worker
or not, Well, they got him a CNT card, they got through Customs and
into France. And they mmﬁmu his life, Recause if they'd caught him,
whatever they say, they also killed people, eh! Or they would have
made him suffer, The fact is, they saved him." These events show
that even though outside the company there was serious social strife,
particularly in the first few weeks after the uprising, inside it
there was moderation despite the initial detentions and all the mem~
bers of the company hierarchy who stayed on were treated with res—
pect- technicians, personnel managers, foremen and so on, Oversall,
the actions which were carried out during this period were far-
reaching in that they defined the character of the collectivization
of the firm. The pact between the various existing tendencies was
sealed out of the need for the middle=level staff, technicians and
other trained people to carry on with the work. The heaviest em-
phasis was on wartime production rather than the radical transfor-
mation of the country, which contributed to the confluence of the
different sectors, The class confrontation between owner and wor-
ker or company hierarchy existed nevertheless, though toned down by
the understanding among the groups within the firm.
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fFootnotes

(1) CNT- (Confederacién Nacional del Trabajo) {National Work Con-
federation) Anarchosyndicalist workers' group founded in 1910,
Its main influence was in Catalonim, Federalist, antiauthority,
on the fringe of political parties and with Direct Action as

the essential instrument of the class struggle,

(2) UGT- {Unién General de Trabajadores) (General Union of Workers)
Socialist union with its main influence in the centre and north
of Spain, Created in 1888 in barcelona. Strong ties with the
¢SOE (Spanish Socialist Workers' Party)

(3) The initial origin of this paper centred on the collectiviza-
tion of the firm under study is:
“Vegm, Carme, "La Lluita dia a dia dels treballadors d'una em-
presa a la retaguarda barcelonina (1936-39)" (The Day-to-day
Strurgle of the workers of a Yirm in the Rearguard in Rarcelona)
Graduate "thesis, Umiversity of Rarcelona, lebruary, 1981.
“Monjo, Anna, "Evolucid del poder: de la gestid organitzativa
d'una industria colectivitzada de harcelona {(1936«39)% {ilhe
rvolution of Power: On the Crganizational Conduct of a Collec-
tivized Industry in rarcelona). Graduate thesis, University of
Barcelona, rebruary, 1981,

(4) CADCI- (Centro Autonomista de Dependientes del Comercio e In-
dustria) (Autcnomist Centre for Commercial and Industrial Wor-
kers) Social and pelitical body created in Barcelona in 1903,

Erought together commercial and office werkers of Catalan na-
tionalist tendencies,
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had been at the beginning too extreme.

Bernabé& Esteban from Villar Quemado (Teruel) recalls the
problem of freedom of choice as follows: "In some villages the
whole municipality approved the collectivisation but it socon
realized that it did not work. The whole population had to be
encaged in it but this arose prchlems because the collectivis—
tic system was not approved by everyone. And when in such ca-
ses the ethical side is not taken into account the whole produc-
tion goes lost and everything is compromised. In such cases it
is wiser to leave out all those who are not collectivists and go
on with the work only with those who are”.

The loss in extension of the collectivistic experiment cau-
sed different problems in the stage of a rational organisation
of work and product exchanges but, according to interviewees, it
was fully rewarded by the guality of voluntary collectivigation.

Jos& Villar S&nchez, from Quitagas, a mountain village near
Valencia, started workinc at 9 and entered the CNT at the age of
13. He clearly remembers the way "individualists" parted and its
consequences: "When they left, their lands and their tools were
viven back to them. And it was from that very moment that peo-
Ple began to carry out a more productive and really valid work.
That also happened because the ovmenwmm caused by the others did
not exist anymore".

A very meaninaful witness is cgiven by the anarchist teacher
Félix Carrasquer, founder and living spirit of an important school
for community administrators in Monzén, an Aragonese village. In
the weekly visits he made, together with his young students, to
different villages he had noticed the difference existing bet-
ween communities which had established spontaneously, notably
those made up of small owners with some farming experience and
those which had been imposed by force either by a convinced, though
sometimes authoritarian minority, or by the Barcelona anarchist
and tradeunionist columns fighting on the Aragonese front. Be-
cause of his experience in education and of his ethical and anar-
chist spirit Carrasquer was called to solve several disputes bet-
ween supporters and opposers of collectivistm. His answer was
clear and consistent: "You have to leave people in peace so that
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they can decide what they want to do by themselves". According
to him, however, there were only about twenty cases of total and
forced collectivisation out of many hundred collective enterpri-—
ses. .

Sometimes the “individualists"™ who wanted to go on farming
on their own were politically neutral or they even belonged to
the CNT; more fredquently, however, intervieweses recall the poli-
tical support offered by the Communist Party which was looking
for approval among conservatory medium and small owners. Accord-
ing to Villar Sdnchez the Communist Party in Valencia "became a
gathering place for all those who had belonged to the C.E.D.A."
(the reactionary party which was banned from republican Spainy,
because "anyone was allright for them. Indeed they encouraged
them, They defended them openly"”. The effects of this opposed
propaganda were quickly felt: "So these people from Pedralba
(a village of the Levante) who had entered the collective, some
of them in good faith .ﬁzmsms they did not belong to the CNT they
acted in good faith), some of them maybe toc protect themselves,
before this stand communists rose their heads and started resis-
ting and causing problems. In the end they left the community
taking their lands away"”.

The constitutive conaress of the Federacibn Regional de Co-

lectividades de Araudn which was held in Caspe in the winter of
1937 and which is recalled by Bernabé& Esteban, lays down that

"any owner who keeps out of the collective will not be allowed

to keep more land than he can cultivate by himself has hired

work is abolished". Moreover, Esteban says, a norm was approved
putting into practive Bakunin's teachings which advised to "avoid
dispossession by force, while the problem solution lies in ablis-
hing intheritance”.

For collectivists the assessment of the experience they li-
ved is closely linked to the defence, as a matter of principle,
of the choice of the revolutionary way in the war against Fran-
co. Beside such a political and ideological stance, however,
their memories dwell upon many aspects of everyday life and eco-
nomic needs.

Bernardo Merino Pérez, an anrchist bricklaver from the Le-
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cia {...} People had never eaten so many sweets in Valencia®,
while he points out that "farmers had a more practical and more
responsible attitude towards the future looming at he horizon".
His criticism of wastes and lack of fellowship in cities is con-
firmed even as regards the Catalan capital, the anarchist strong-
hold: "I had travelled in Aragfn and I had remarked that wheat
had grown and that there were no people to harvest it. However
we had workers who were paid and jobless in Barcelona" where un-
employment was high in the building sector.

José Villar Sinchez was demoralized when he heard the rea-
sonings of some people from Pedralba collective, one of the ri-
chest and best managed communities of the Levante, "Once they
told me: 'Look, from an economic point of view we are very well
off, if we join with those from Marines, for example, they sure-
ly will not improve their situation while we will certainly wor-
sen ours".

Several interviews agree with record documents as concerns
the fact that regional cocordination bodies in Aragdn, in the Le-
vante and Catalonia tried to get round the danger of isolatio-
nism. Sometimes, however, conflicts moved to an interregional
level. Bernab& Esteban says that exchanges between rural Ara-
adn and the more urbanized Catalonia caused some problems: "We
had hard disputes (...} because catalans guite annoyed us on
those problems". Unfortunately there are no further details on
the event, while later it is recalled that after a few months
"things settled".

Difficulties in the functioning of the system do not seem
to be remembered as insuperable limits. "Everything had to be
matured in Spain {(...). Everything had to be discussed. Of
cdourse”, recalls Florentia Soler who fought with Durruti's co-
lumn and who had been a collectivist in her native village in
Aragon since november 1936. "Actually the situation was as
follows: at the beginning we did, or rather we improvised eve-
rythina as we could (...) later the unification had to take pla-
ce. But ministers, communists and their power arrived instead
and they destroyed communities", Gaston Leval summarizes. The

repression carried out by Enrique Lister's troops is recalled
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by all collectivists who often add details and express sadness
and anger together with a feeling of helpnessness. These fee-
lings are summarized by Matilde Escuder: "And the grey people
came and they destroyed everything and they tock all our men
away".

Such a traumatic event obviously leads to frequent reflec-
tions on the chances of an effective defense and of a military
prevention of dismantlement. One of the interviewees, José& Bo-
rris, a militant in Durruti's column, seizes the occasion to ex-
press his point of view on the Aragébn Council, a political body
which was made up by representatives of the different forces
fighting against Franco and had an anarchist majority. The Coun-
cil was "acknowledged as the repreentative of Central Govern-
ment and, after that, it lost its role of revolutionary body".
Quite the opposite the Federation of Aragonese Collestives, ma-
de up by the productive forces of the villages, is said to have
been a really anarchist and revolutionary structure, more resis-
tant, therefore, to repressions. After all, according to José
Borr&s, Lister's military intervention "managed to eliminate
what came from the top as emanation and representative of power,
without roots or foundation". Polemically he concludes. "I want
to add, and let this be a lesson to us, that the Aragbdn Council,
which was extremely important as it was made up by a majority of
comrades, played a card which may be rightly considered as
counter-revolutionary. This event shows that any body which is
endowed with power, no matter how anarchist are those who rule

it, becomes an authoritarian body".

Quite the reverse, nearly all the interviewees confirm that
within individual collectives one of the fundamental principle
of anarchist theory and movement, namely the abolition of autho-
rity., had been put into practice. José& Villar Sancez, for exam-
ple, recollects work organisation as follows: "Work was carried
out by brigades. Each brigade had its own task and it was led
y a person who was respoensible for the work. Generally such a
task was assigned to the most trained in that particular secteor.
He, however, had no authority”.

Generally interviewees recall that it was difficult to put
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des sources écrites, nous avons eu recours, pour nous
rapprocher de cette majorité, 3 la collecte et & 1'ana~
lyse de leurs "récits de vie*, sur la toile de fond des
trajectoires électorales et d'une connaissance détaillée
du fonctionnement de l'entreprise pendant la décade étu~
diée. Nous disposions i cet effet d'un échantillon ex~
haustif de tous les survivants ( {$§ personnes,
hommes et femmes).

En commengant la collecte des témoignages par les
trajectoires extrémes, en particulier celles des femmes
ayant toujours votées de 193% & 1936, nous avons é&té ra-
plderment confrontée avec le monde déconcertant et insoup-
conné des analphabétes. Dis les premiéres entrevues,
bier gue la documentation écrite n'y faiszait aucune ai-
iusion, la variable "analphab&te" nous 2 paru importante.
Elle nous a paru correspondre & un comportement particu-
lier & l'intérieur de la majorité, ne flt-ce gue par la
difficulté des entrevues, les nombreuses inexactitudes,
1'incompréhension de certains concepts, l'aggresivité
méme. Nous nous trouvions devant un mur, imrossible 2
pénétrer, un monde qui se tait, se cache, désire passer
inapergu. Malgré les difficultés et le découragement, il
nous & paru important de continuer l'enquéte, d'essayer,

a travers ces témoignages difficiles et incomplets, de
mesurer l'impact de l'analphabétisme sur Hn.noavONﬁmam:ﬁ
politique, social et culturel des individus et en méme

temps, par contrecoup, de mesurer le pouvoir de la

langue écrite. Nous nous sommes donc acharnées i recueil-
lir les témoignages de ceux qui ont uhe voix, mais qui
n'écrivent et ne lisent pas. Il s'’agit d'ailleurs, somme
toute, d'une population historiquement majoritaire et ce-
ci presque jusqu'a nos jours... A travers ce cas d'espé-
ce, l'étude se veut également une réflexion sur les
caractéristiques de l'analphabétisme en général, ses for-
mes, sa place dans 1l'histoire, ses conségquences sur la
méthodologie historigque. Elle vise enfin A circonscire
une forme de pouvoir particuliérememnt bien ancrée et

peu analysée, le pouvoir sous~jacent de la culture
€crite.

Approche externe : définition sociale et politique des

analphabétes dans le cadre d'une entreprise coliectivisée.

§i l'analphabétisme a été peu étudié en tant gue facteur
important dans l'analyse du comportement politico-social
des masses, c'est peut-étrequ'il reste trés souvent im-
perceptible & travers les documents écrits et que le com-
portement "objectif" des analphabétes se confond souvent
avec celui des alphabétes comparables. Ainsi, leur com-
portement électoral est trés similaire 3 celui de la ma-
jorité des électeurs, bien gue les analphabites tendent
4 s'abstenir plus et & parcourir des trajectoires plus
extrémes que les alphabétes.

Les analphabé&tes, pendant les années 30 2 Barcelone,

constituent un 18 % du recensement électoral, pourcentage
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soit en votant toujours, alors que les alphabttes choisis-~

sent prioritairement 13 trajectoire intermittente.

Sur le plan du travail, les analphabetes se recrutent
dans la section manuelle de l'entreprise. Par définition
aucun ne se retrouve dans le secteur commercial. Sur le
plan de l'engagement social il est & noter gu'aucun anal-
phabéte n'a été militant dans l‘'entreprise. Ils apparte-
tenaient & la masse des "affiliés". Ern ce qui concerne
l'aspect religieux, alors gue la presgue totalité des
alphabétes reconnait avoir pratigué, pour. le moins spo-
radiguement pendant la Républigue, les analphabétes pra-
tiguent a peine.

Er. ccmparant les femmes analphabétes aux alphabétes,
la premiére impression est celle d'une grande similitude
pour toutes les variantes considérées, la scolarité mise
& part, comme si, dans leur comportement politigue et
social, il y avait 3 peine des différences.

Histoire orale des analphabétes : analyse des témoignages.
Il er va tout auvtrement lorsgu'on passe & 1l'analyse des
ténoignages oraux. A partir d'une écoute attentive des
deux premiers , des particularités sont apparues et des
hypothéses ont pu étre formulées concernant le comportement
politigue et social des analphabgtes lors des moments de
crise importants, en particulier leur engagement par

rapport aux faits, concernant leur degré de compréhen-

sion et d'information de la réalité sociale gu'ils ont

vécue pendant les années 30,concernant leur mémoire, histo-
rique et personnelle. La nécessité est apparue de recon-
stituer minutieusement l'univers personnel et communica-
tif de chague locuteur. Ces hypothéses et réflexions ont
donné lieu 3 l'établissement d'un questionnaire & la fois
plus complet et plus précis. De nouveaux témoignages ont
été recueillis, d'autres ont été répétés, On a recherché
des témoignages comparables d'alphabdtes, aux situations
familiales, personnelles, et géographigues similaires.
Bien que l'échantillon reste trés réduit (10 témoins an-
alpbabétes), la qualité des témoignages, la précision des
données, la possibilité de comparaison et en particulier
la concordance sur la plupart des points de l'ensemble

des témoignages nous paraissent une garantie suffisance

pour présenter un premier bilan.

3.1. Conditions générales d'enregistrement.

Comme nous l'avons suggéré précédemment, tous les té-

moignages d'analphabétes ont été difficiles & cbtenir et
aucun n'a pu étre obtenu &8s la premidre prise de contact.
Les portes se sont fermées une & une, le taux d'échec
atteignait le 100 %. Cette situation était particuliére-
ment alarmante dans la mesure ol nous travaillions dans
les limites d'une liste déj2 réduite par les caractéristi-
ques méme de 1l'enquéte. Il a fallu mettre en marche un
systéme de "boule de neige", de ralation en relation,
technique d'autant plus difficile que nos témoins se

meuvent dans un rayon social extrémement réduit. Quand,
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déroule en dehors de ces deux univers, qu'il s‘agisse des
effets de la guerre, de la proclamation de la République
ou des noms des principales personnalités, tel France ou
Primo de Rivera. Une méme dissipation historique sur le
plan de l'entreprise, ol l'expérience de collectivisation
est largement passée inapercue. Cette limitation de la
réalité environnante s'accompagne d'une absence de mémoire
chronologique, tant politique gue personnelle (date de mari-
age, naissance des enfants), et 1l'impression généralisée
de non-changement. Tout est toujours resté identique, et
cette perception de non-changement est un des leitmotiv
des témoignages d'analphabétes, gui ne se retrouve pas
avec la méne force, méme chez les alphabites les moins
motivés ou engagés. Une restriction toutefois : ils savent
guand ils vivaient le mieux, et c'est en général & partir
de la mort de Franco.

La mémoire est particuliérement sélective : les anal-
phabétes se rappellent avec précision de leur salaire,
avant, pendant et aprés la guerre; de la nourriture ser-
vie aux "réfectoires populaires®, du rationnement. Jamais
des premiéres vacances payées, du premier vote pour les
femmes, des premiéres douches installées dans 1l‘'usine.

En ce qui concerne la fagon dont les événements ont
été vecus, le point le plus frappant est §ans Joute la

perception exclusivement passive des faits. Les analpha-

bétes se contentent de constater les choses, les événe~

ments leur arrivent, ils en sont les patients, jamais les

actants ou les participants. Ils apparaissent d'ailleurs
rarement en tant que sujets de leurs dnoncés. On ne reldve
l'expression d'aucune opinion, d'aucun sentiment, d‘aucune
réflexion. L'analphabéte se meut dans une indifférence
passive : chez eux, ni engagement, ni lutte, mais accep-
tation d'un sort socuvent contraire. Dans ce sens, les
analphabétes nous sont apparus comme le poids mort de la
société.

Une troisidme caractéristique, particuli’rement sail-

lante, est le désir de normalité. Les analphabétes cher-

chent 3 se confondre avec les autres. Le sentiment qui
prédomine estcelui de l'’appartenance au vaste groupe des
"autres”, la peur de l'individualité, de la motivation
personnelle. Cette recherche de la “"normalité", qui se
traduit également sur le plan linguistique par l'utilisa-
tion particuliérement fréquente de lieux communs, de véri-
tés générales, souvent contredites dans la suite de 1l'en-
trevue (p-. ex. en réponse a ce que gu'a signifié pour
1'interlocuteur la fin de la guerre : "l'allégresse pour
tout le monde” et plus loin "pour nous tout était égal"),
et qui peut expliquer en partie les mensonges et les con-
tradictions, se retrouve également au niveau du comporte-
ment électoral : les msmwvrmvmdmm. bien que mal informés
votent "correctement” : ils votent en général pour le
vaingueur, pour 1'homme en place.

Ce désir de se confondre avec les autres, de se cacher

en quelgque sorte, va de pair avec un sentiment aigu
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analphabétes répondent & cfté des guestions se rapportant
A ces domaines, les esqguivent. La présence de ces tabous
accentue chez eux la dissymétrie entre ce qu'ils compren-
nent, ce qu'ils sentent, et ce dont ils peuvent parler.
La difficulté de communiquer, et le silence sont par ail-
leurs des theémes gqui reviennent fréguemment ("Moi je me
suis toujours tue, je ne parle jamais®; Je ne peux pas

m'expliquer, ni parler comme d'autres femmes").

.3. Formulation d'hypothéses générales sur 1l'impact socio-

politigue de l'analphabétisme.
Sur le plan historique, la conclusion gui s’impose aprés
l1'analyse des témoignages est gue, sans possibilité de
lire ou d'écrire, il n'y a pas de véritable mémoire histo-
rigue, ni de possibilité de chronologie précise. La per-
spective historique se dissipe, le sentiment dominant est
celui du non-changement. D'autre part, le désintérét pour
les événements passés, 1'absence de toute émotion ou
opinion devant le vécu, semblent étre le signe d'une ré-
duction de la perception des événements, d'une limita-
tion de l'univers politigue et social aux aspects con-
crets et journaliers de la maison et du travail.
Le comportement politique et social de l'analphabdte pen-
dant les moments de crise : son acceptation passive, 1!
absence de tout engagement, 1‘'ahsence méme de manipula-
tion de la part des autres, révéle sans doute son degré
de marginalisation. Une marginalisation d'autant plus im-

perceptible que 1'analphabéte cherche & se confondre dans

la masse, A régler son comportement sur celui des autres,
sans partager leurs motivations,bref 3 s'in-différencier
(il votera, cotisera comme les autres).

La réduction de l'univers et la marginalisation consé-
cutive ont leur écho au niveau de la communication, au
niveau de la langue méme. Celle-ci, en tant gque moyen de
communication, est réduite 3 l'expression des choses con-
crétes : l'analphabéte non seulement ne sait ni lire ni
écrire, mais il y a aussi beaucoup de choses gu'il ne
sait dire, en particulier tout le monde des sentiments,
des opinions. La @MamnmwO: orale est donc, elle aussi,
influencée par l’'absence de l'écrit. Le pouveir de la
langue, en tant que source d'information est par ailleurs
limité de par l'isolement de 1l'analphab&te. On constate
donc une réduction importante du champ communicatif et
par l1a de tout type d'information.

A cbté des limitations- culturelles et spatiales évi-
dentes (l'analphabeéte ne sait pas conduire p. ex.),
l'analphabétisme constituerait done également un handi-
cap politico-social considérable. Il signifierait une
restriction de la réalité environnante, une limitation
de la perception des événements, un mangque d'information,
une absence de tout pouvoir de décision et drfaction. Sur
le plan politique, il constitue un poids mort, ol méme la
possibilité de manipulation semble entidrement réduite.
I1 s'agit sans aucune doute &'une marginalisation & 1l'in-

térieur méme de l'échelon le plus bas de la société,
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permettant d'aller au-deld de raisonnements et de considé-
rations connus. Dans la mesure ou 1'étude porte sur un

groupe de décideurs et sur les problémes de la décision et

du pouvoir, il a semblé inadéquat de contourner cet obstacle
en choisissant une population représentant des échelons moins
élevés de la hiérarchie administrative et décisionnelle. De
plus, du point de vue de la réflexion méthodologique sur 1'
utilisation des sources orales, il était instructif d'analyser
dans quelle mesure des entretiens avec des personnalités ayant
eu des responsabilités publiques pouvaient apporter un éclai-
rage nouveau sur des questions largement abordées par les
acteurs eux-mémes, Comment intervoger des témoins maitrisant
par formation et profession la mise en scéne du discours et

du récit, sachant dire ou se taire asu gré des intéréts a dé-
fendre et ayant pour la plupart eu le loisir et la volonté de

faire le bilan de leur action passée ?

D'autre part, il a semblé opportun pour vérifier 1"hypo-
thése selon laquelle les reconstructeurs formaient un groupe
homogéne de ne prendre qu'un ou deux témoins par catégorie
étudiée. Car, si en France la forte structuration des corps
introduit des différences marquées entre des activités par
ailleurs proches, l'exercice du pouvoir semble bien avoir gom-
mé la variété des origines. Il était nécessaire d'établir une
palette large qui tiendrait compte de ces facteurs sans qu'il
soit pour awant utile de composer des séries. Dans la mesure
6l l'objet n"était pas le comptage statistique de la composi-

tion des personnels (4) mais 1'analyse du discours mémorisé,

N

il suffisait de s'en tenir & un élément par origine envisagée.
On a ao:ﬂm:o»mw les témoins en fonction des écoles ou des fi-
liéres qui ont servi de vivier a l'administration de la re~-
construction et de l'urbanisme : les Ponts et Chaussées, les
Mines, l'Institut National Agronomique. Ayant centré 1l'étude
sur les fonctionnaires du ministére de la reconstruction et
de l'urbanisme, on a laissé de cdté les ingénieurs des Tra-
vaux Publics employés par leur propre ministére, pour s'in-
téresser aux architectes des Beaux-Arts et aux urbanistes
de 1'Institut d'Urbanisme de la Ville de Paris. Cet éventail
de techniciens a été complété par un échantillon plus adminis-
tratif comprenant en particulier un inspecteur des finances

et un juriste.

Cette insistance a repérer le cursus des études était la
condition pour cerner une homogénéité d'esprit peu fréquente
dans des milieux ol l'appartenance, bien plus resserrée, ne
se reconnait que sur la fréquentation d'une méme école. Corpus
étroit donc qui ne vise pas la représentativité mais cherche
les communautés de souvenirs forgés dans l'action et la cons-

cience d'un fragment de destinée collective.

Les entretiens ont associé deux techniques. Chaque témoin
a d'abord répondu & un questionnaire précis et ponctuel com-
prenant des guestions sur la formation et la carriére, la
pratique décisionnelle & partir de cas concrets et l'appli-
cation des résultats obtenus en matiére d'urbanisme. Puis, une

approche biographique conduite selonm la méthode des récits de
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Aprés le rappel des lois édictées depuis 1919 sur l'embellis- le sentiment d'intelligence fraternelle pouvant unir ces res-

sement des villes, on peut montrer en quoi les textes de 1943 ponsables.

sont un effort de synthése, de rationalisation et d'harmonisa- Il est vrai qu'en cela, ils suivent la doctrine de la 1li-

tion des préceptes antérieurs, Mais de plus, on insiste sur bération qui avait décidé de maintenir en place les cadres ad-

leur caractére fondateur en méme temps que précurseur et sur ministratifs des "années noires™, n'épurant que les plus com-

1'importance qu'ils ont ew pour l'urbanisme de l'aprés-guerre, promis et appelant & la réconciliation nationale dans 1l'eu-
Ensuite, c'est dans l'organisation méme du CTRI et de la phorique fiction d'un pays mejoritairement résistant.

DGEN que l'on veit la naissance de la notion (puis de la réa- :

Les impératifs de la reconstruction.

lisation) de 1'aménagement du territoire. Que la DATAR (Délé- .
Les exemples des lois de 1943 sur l'urbanisme et des anté-

gation 4 l'aménagement du territoire et 3 l'action régionale)

cédents de la DATAR sont revenus fréquemment au fil des entre-
n'ait vu le jour qu'en 1963 ne doit pas faire oublier, expli- )

tiens, C'est pourquoi, puisqu'ils avaient été sponanément choisis
quent les témoins, que l'origine et la conception de cette nou-

par les témoins, des questions plus précises ont été posées &
velle fagon de penser l'organisation spatiale du pays se trou-

leur sujet. Si donc il n'y a pas de mise en doute & propos de
vent dans les lointains jours de 1943, Il est du reste remar-

l'excellence des mesures énoncées par le "code" ou d'hésitation
quable que l'unanimité se fasse sur cette question. Car c'est

sur 1'origine de la notion d'aménagement du territoire, les
avec la méme assurance que ceux qui faisaient corps avec les

perplexités sont plus grandes sur l'absence des effets de ces
instances gouvernementales et ceux qui, depuis Londres ou Alger

lois ou sur les lenteurs de la mise en place de la Délégation.
les combattaient, datent,de ces anndes,l'apparition d'un town-planing
francais - Ici prend place chez les témoins une réflexion sur le fonction-
Il n'y a pas, comme cela a été le cas pour d'autres questions(5),

nement des mécanismes bureaucratiques. Pourquoi, se demandent-
disputes sur la revendication de 1'héritage ou de la paternité

ils, a-t-il fallu attendre si longtemps pour passer des idées a
de 1'idée. Bien au contraire, un concensus se dégage sur les

la pratique ?
critiques faites 4 1l'organisation territoriale frangaise et sur

x

Eux, qui ont été & la téte des rouages institutionnels, ne
la nécessité d'y remédier. Que des hommes et des femmes (il v
sont pas persuadés de maftriser les processus de décision ni
en a €U quelques-unes) se soient penchés sur les possibilités

méme d'avoir compris cd s'est situé réellement le pouvoir. Les
d'un nouvel urbanisme au sein du CTRI ou de la DGEN, personne

uns, qui sont restés en fonction durant toute la période, in-
ne pourrait le nier, Et que d'autres y aient également pensé

criminent les changements de régime ou de ministres, insistant
dans la clandestinité ou par-deld les mers, voild qui corrobore
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Et Lénine dansa dans la neige.

grane se sont donc dessinées les discussions sur les positions

Finalement, plus qu'une déception sur le poids du poli- des fonctionnaires par rapport au pouvoir politique. En France,
tique ou la mesure des impératifs de 1l'économique, c¢'est le le souvenir de la période de Vichy est loin d'étre estompé.
pouvoir du temps qui est mis en jeu. Pour construire il faut Les polémiques sur l'attitude de l'administration restent d'
certes de la décision et de l'argent, de la volonté aussi pour actualité (7)., La mémoire des reconstructeurs en témoigne.

bien faire. Mais tout cela n'est rien sans le temps. Et aprés
avoir esquissé une analyse des limites -voire du manque- de
leurs pouvoirs, les témoins en reviennent a une appréciation
sur la valeur irremplagable de la durée. Peu importe qu'ils
soient restés bien longtemps dans les arcanes de leur ministé-
re : les gouvernements changent trop rapidement, les Frangais
sont trop pressés et le béton se fend & peine séché. Ainsi s'
expliquent les défaillances du pouvoir ou le temps fait tout

4 1'affaire. Rappelons avant de conclure l'image d'Epinal d'un
Lénine dansant dans la neige le soir ou la durée du pouvoir
bolchévilk avait dépassé le temps oi les Communards avaient
tenu Paris.

Plus que le regard critique sur l'urbanisme de 1'aprés-~
guerre, plus que la nostalgie d'un moment béni pour la construc-
tion, ce qui ressort le plus fortement des quelqgues entretiens
menés avec un groupe de décideurs, fonctionnaires du ministére
de la reconstruction et de l'urbanisme, c'est une prise de po-
sition sur le service de 1'Etat. Celui-ci, en bonne théorie
de la démocratie, est indépendant des forces politiques au pou-
voir. Il ne s'interrompt jamais, Et si 1l'on peut hésiter sur
Hmwmmwnwapnma.:nﬁc=<0wn.nmmnmnwmo:uomnmnzownc.wwmﬂﬂwl

ve est le devoir du commis conscient de ses devoirs En fili-
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has 20%). Half of the {mmigrants were clustéred in three targe
metropolftan areas: Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver. In Celgary
(population almost 600,000}, the city of this study, 21.1% of the
population were immigrants. Alberta is {n the process of
industrialization and .._1“.-3528. Until very recently, Alberta showed
the effects of considerable immigration from other provinces as well as
elsewhere,

Traditionally, more men than women immigrate. However, over the
decades the gap 1n the sex ratio has gradually narrowed so that in 1981,
for the first time, fmmigrant women outnumbered immigrant men.
Contributing factors to this convergence includes: the increasing
mortality of men who immigrated in pre-war years; an {ncreased
{mmigration of female dependents of men who had immigrated earlier; and

recent {mmigration policy encouraging family re-unification.

Canadian {mmigrants were found more apt to have university degrees
than were non-fmmigrants. Overall 10.5% of immigrants had degrees as
opposed to 8% of non-immigrants. The difference holds for both sexes and
for a1l ages under 65, However, there was also a larger percentage of
{mmigrants than non-immigrants with less than grade nine education, and

this was more frequent among immfgrant women than {mmigrant men.

Most immigrants came as husband and wife; only 8% of immigrant

families were headed by lone parents as compared with 12,5% of

non-immigrant familfes. This means that for most families "head of the
household” has been defined as male rather than female. It has also
meant that {t has been the men because of their status as head who have

been eligible for government subsidized English language programs.

When did the {mmigrants come? About 85% arrived fn Canada since
World War II. More than 6 §n 10 had come from Europe but this varies by
the period of immigration. By the 1960's the pattern of source countries
had shifted away from Northern and Western Europe toward Southern Europe,
Asia, and the Carribean and South America, The countries of origin of
the women in this study include: Vietnam; China; Hong Kong; Japan;
Kenya; Bangladesh; Iceland; Finland; Britain; Hungary; Grenada;
Trinidad; Chile,

[11 What was Done?

A proposal for the study of the women associated with the Calgary
Immigrant Women's Centre was presented and approved by the board of the
Centre in the summer of 1982. This Centre fs an organization set up by
immigrant women to provide support for each other and to help immigrant
women establish meaningful iives fn Calgary. It fs open to all fmmigrant

and other women.

An explanatory letter of the project, including its voluntary
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Using the analogy of a baseball game, Mead notes that each player must
know the roles of each of the other players and anticipate each of thetr
moves. It fs through the internalizatfon of the organized attitudes of
the entire group that the {ndividual mn‘.m_oum a complete setf,

Interactionist theory tells us that the self s a social sel f, one
developed through interacticn with others: significant others (family
and Toved ones); and generalised others (2 composite of the norms and
values expressed by fnstitutions}. To the extent that one's significant
others and generalized others in the new country differ from one's
country of origin, 1t follows that a different sense of self must also be
developed. The newcomer necessarily must interact with those fn her new
community in order to .“_m<m,dou a different sense of community and a
revised or expanded sense of self. A sociological intent in this paper
1s to begin to document the process or processes undertaken by the women
as they bridge the gap between the sense of self in the country of origin

and the emergent sense of self in the new country.

{1) vignette: Betty

Betty immigrated from Iceland three years ago with her husband and
three daughters. Her husband works in construction. She worked in a
fashion boutique 1n Iceland and now works as a waitress in a department

store. She knew English before t{mmigrating., Life in Iceland and life in

Canada seem very simflar to her. She says:
*Lffe 1n Iceland fs not so different..it 15 same as here {n
Calgary..so I 1ike ft here. W¥hen I first moved here then also
v I felt quite at home..there was no problem..no problem at all.
1 think that happened because {also), I know English sc you see

I can talk to anyhody :o..mn do my own work, enjoy with my
family..no problem at all.

From Betty's perspective, there is 1ittle discontinufty between the
old and the new 1ife. Her knowledge of English no doubt contributed to

this perception and aided her in a relatively smooth transition.

However, 1n additfon, it may well be that Betty's somewhat 1imited
view of the 1ives of other women around the world is also an asset in
heiping her achieve satisfaction with her new 1ife. She says her life

here and 1n Iceland followed "pretty much the same routine®:

"Wake up, clean house, cook supper, do work for husband,
kids...fsn't that what women are doing all over the world
really?” {emphasis added)

While her observation that her life is not much different from that of
all other women in the world fs not true necessarily from other
perspectives, her perspective allows her to fee! content and aids her
transition. As W.I. Thomas {6} has noted fn his famous dictum, "If men
{and women) believe situations to be true, they are true in their

consequences,”
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from their husbands and children.

S

{3) vignette: Nina

Women Tike Yoko may be protected from the need to learn English at
least for a while by thefr husbands & family. Others, such as Nina, an
unmarried Yietnamese refugee, 27 years old, who has been here for three
years, has no such temporary protection, Nina lives with her two younger
brothers in Calgary; her parents are in Vietnam. She s presently on
social assistance and adamant about spending this time learning the
language and developing some job ski1is. The following excerpt sees Nina
in the process of separating herself from Yietnamese friends in order to

spend time on her studies:

“I am very busy in my own }ife" explains Nina, “"so I have no
time to meet or talk to my friends..don't even want to because
most of their lifestyle is "very different"...when other
immigrants from Y¥{etnam come to Canada, they "only want job or
money..they don't bother about studying or education.. not even
learning to speak English..but I do..so I can't talk to these
other Vietnamese."

Her desire to learn English is flamed by a negative self image. She

says:

*..1 am different from my friends. They don't care 1f by
not Jearning English they feel confused or lost..as long as
they get money..but 1 do..l very much mind..I don't want money

and feel lost always or feel bad as someone who fs foolish..l
want to 1ive & better 1ife too."

Simitarly, Ling, a young single Yietnamese womear expresses her
frustration at not being able to communfcate. S$he belfeves that because
she cannot communicate well with the doctor that he/she assumes she never
had a chance to visit a doctor in Vietnam., She says:

1 am never respected because I c¢an't speak English
properly..the shopkeeper thinks I am a fool because I make
mistakes speaking to him in English {Ling here wants me to
understand that even she herself understands the ‘mistakes’ in
her communication but fs helpless to correct them - right there

and then - because of her poor English) but that is not all
true you see..”

George Herbert Mead (8) reminds us that language, and a
communication of the symbols of that language with others 1s what makes
possible our sense of self. Thus, the Toss of a language may mean a loss
of the sense of self., Women such as Nina and Ling knew no English before
they came and their written language as well n.Z?...J from the European
script. For these women, the loss of shared symbols must be particulariy
acute. Thus {1t seems as important for mental health reasons as for more
practical reasons that such women have ready access to Englfish as a
Secondary Language (E.S.L.) programs as well as opportunities for

practice of their English in sympathetic and supportive settings,

Mona, a Lebanese woman, works as an office cleaning woman, She
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This vignette suggests connections between language, self-image,

and sense of community.

(4) Vignette: Mary

Mary's story iliustrates that even after a long time some immigrants
never feel comfortable with the language and never achieve a real sense
of community. Mary came from Yugoslavia seventeen years ago with her
husband. They have two children. Although acknowledging that if she
ever left Canada she would miss the car, the house, and her job ("they
are the most important things in my 1ife”), nevertheless she says "1 do
not feel happy in Canada,™ She expresses her sense of longing for home

fn Yugoslavia:

"That was my real home" Mary says; "all my friends live
there,.we all speak the same language..it is really a different
feeling..l can't explain®,

“When I am fn my homeland I know the language and 1 can easily
talk to everybody..without any problems..life is much easier in
Poola. I also miss the ocean and our beautiful beach. [ miss
the warm weather. I find Canada cold..even after all these 17
years.,I sti11 find Canada very cold and miss the warm
weather."”

For Mary, it seems likely that her immigration to Canada brought

with 1t a2 lowering of self esteem, for she says:

1 feel less important here fn this country...that's how I
feel as an immigrant..Canadians feel immigrants are less
important than they are..they are always correcting our
language and our accents..they just don't 1ike our 11festyle
and I think this makes many problems..

Of course a lot of things can be done to solve these typical
immigrant problems..immigrants can improve their language
mainly their accents..by further studies..going to school,
taking training. (but you know what..l still think that even if
1 learned good accents it might not stiV7 be enough for
Lanadians tc accept me..." (emphasis added)

The last comment of Mary suggests that she senses discrimination
against her as an immigrant, The perception of discriminatfon may act as
a negative bridge or deterrent to allowing the growth of the new self.
Her perception, then, may be one cause of Mary not obtaining a sense of

community, Do other women also sense discrimination?

(5} VYignette: Lisa

Lisa, aged 40 years, came to Canada with her husband and son from
Finland nineteen years ago. mam has always worked and especially loves
working as a practical nurse in nursing homes. Never did she encounter
problems finding a job and says that she always had confidence in herself
and enjoyed working with people. Nevertheless, she reports that in crder
to succeed as an immigrant, one has to be better than the others. She

says:
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The next vignette describes Anna a Hungarian Jew and her perception

of racism.

(6) Vignette: Anna

Anna fs a Hungarian Jew, 58 years of age. She has two married
children 1n Calgary. She was widowed in 1979 under tragic circumstances,

and an engagement was terminated recently because she was not a Moslem,

Anna was a prisoner of war in Auschwitz, Austria where she met her
husband: she was a prisoner of war and he was a Hungarian soldier in
Hitler's army. Both her parents died but her husband took her home with

him after the war and married her.

They immigrated to England to escape from the Communists (the
children came later in an underground operation), and finally to Canada
in order to get an excellent education at low cost for their children
(Both children now have university degrees). In 1979 the family moved
from Montreal to (Calgary. Here her husband persuaded her to put her
small savings into a deli. At first the business did very well, but then
1t fell off, Anna's view of why this happened is that:

We did note that the other shopkeepers were mainly German

and that the community supporting the centre were also German.
They found out that 1 was a2 Jew and the Germans hate the Jews.
They stopped people from coming.

In November 1979 my husband got a call to go and see his bank
manager. He went and never came back. It was the last time I
saw him. He killed himself, He was a very proud man and he
felt shame for himself. The police found a letter written in
Hungarian 1n his pocket to his son - in it he said the bank
manager put pressure on him to pay the 1oan and he felt very
01d and that he did it {killed himself) to make it easier for
me. Afterwards, many people said 'Why did you not come before,
we would have helped.'

Anna had a very difficult time because the delf was in her name
too. Thus she inherited her husband's debts. However one of the first
things Anna did following her husband's death was to sign up for driving
lessons. She says, "My husband never wanted me to drive but I knew I

needed to drive".

The symbolic meaning tc women of being able to drive has been
discussed at length elsewhere by this writer (7). For women, being able
to drive allows the self to feel it 1s n control and "in the driver's
seat” of one's own ego. Several other women in the study also mentioned
the importance to them of learning to drive. In a country such as Canada
where distances are long, the climate often inhospitable, and public
transportation poor, the woman who can drive (for groceries, taking
children to doctor etc.) is one whose self feels much less dependent upon

husband and friends, She experiences a sense of freedom, {ndependence
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six years before I stopped feeling lonely - my son was six and
my daughter - 1 did a lot of thinking - I would do my housework
and sit and do nothing. I wasn't happy with myself - the only
person I could talk to about my kids was at the Health Clinic -
A woman there gave me a book - and I think that 1s really what
changed it for me - a book about 1ife and kids. She safd kfds
need lots of love Just 1ike us. It stuck fn my mind - give
them tove and enjoy ft. It really stuck in my mind. Then I
started taking care of myself; I started to exercise at home
every night {Exercises from the Readers Digest). I started
looking better and feeling better, I started reading
magazines.

Then the kids started school. I started to look around for a
part-time job. I filled out applications and went all around
Tooking for a job all over the place and finally got a job
close by.

(Did you know how to drive?)

I didn't then, but 1 do now, 1 got my licence a year ago.

when I first came here, I let my husband try and teach me -

It 15 not a good idea to let your husband teach you - Then I
became too bfg behind the wheel = I said - Forget it - Who
wants to learn! I tried again later and gave up. Then last
year, I said, to heck with it - I'm going to school to learn to
drive - I have to learn - When I got my licence - It was the
Best Day - Oh Boy! 1'm very thankful to him (tester) because !
passed. It was a good feeling to accomplish something.

Then I started to university because | have lots of time on my
hands. Befcre I said, "I'm so bored, I have nothing to do -
I've vacuumed three times”. But now, I even enjoy being a

housewife as a change from the responsibility of reading. 1
enjoy everything now.

Jidda did not have a family or ready-made community for her here in
Canada. Although she {s a Moslem nefther she nor her husband go to the
mosque because she does not 1{ke to be reprimanded for her western
¢lothes and ways. She acknowledges that what she misses most in Canada

is the sense of closeness of people which she had at home. However, she

recognises that that sense of communfty may have both plus and minus

She says:

What 1 miss is just the closeness of people - although
sometimes it s too much, You can never be by yourself - it's
not that easy - Here you have such freedom to do what you want
~ to go out - without people saying, look at her. But here you
could stay fnsfde your house for a year and no one would know.
If you got sick here nobody would know, but there, they would.

But here, you can't enjoy yourself unless you go out and do
things for yourseif, - No one will do it for you...ldeally it
would be nice to take a 11ttle of the c¢loseness and mix it with
the freedom we have here,

Like Jidda, other women in the study also mentioned missing a sense

of community. Janna a Hungarian here for three years says:

Here we are just working, working, all the time - and

bringing in the money - Why are we in such a hurry? I don't
know. 1In Hungary, you feel you have a reason for living, but
here you have enough money to pay for food, clothing, wortgage,
car or gas, but - you miss something else, But who knows what
is important?

EVizabeth who fs from Holland says:

1 don't have much contact with my neighbors - You can feel
the difference between Western Canadians and Eastern Canadians.
Western Canadians don't care about each other.

...The first time that I saw my neighbor we had a container of
furniture and 1 came cut and he asked where we came from. [
safd the Netherlands. He said “Ch, I thought from England. I
don't 1ike English people because they are lazy." So I
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worsens fn Calgary, Catherine and famtly will be transferred back to
Holland. In addition, a company provision has been made for a language
and cultural contfnuity amongst the four families.

(9} Vignette: Doreen

Doreen is 35 years of age and has two children. She is & French
Canadian by birth with North American Indian ancestry on her father's
side. She is presently divorced from her Nigerian husband, Although she
has always lived in Canada, it is only now that she felt she was a

Canadian. Doreen says:

I've just newly felt 1ike a Canadian. We were really,

really isolated when I was growing up because my father had
encephalitis which affects your mind. He had another disease
which he'd got in W.W.I! beside the encephalitis - he had a big
skin disease which was always painful and {tchy. It was really
really rough for him. Because of this disease, he'd shoo
people away from the home. Like if you had a friend, you'd
soon lose him, He'd say something, and the person would be so
embarrassed he'd never come back.

We were isolated too from our relatives, and no-one would come
near the home. And there was no one in the area who was my
age. MWhy I didn't feel much 1i{ke a Canadian? Because I was s¢
fsolated all the time. Also, I had an inferiority complex so I
did not reach out to anybody. I was always a loner. I never
went to weddings or baby showers - I didn't even know what they
were 1ike until I was completely grown yp and in my twenties.
By the time I was twenty 1 left because my mother had remarried
a fellow who didn't really want any kids. So we all left her
home, 1 went to Toronto because I couldn't get a job in
Windsor.

I was sort of a loner (for those four years {in Toronto before

marriage) I didn't have any friends and I wasn't reaching out,
so I wasn't really intc anything Canadian. And then [ -_a_,lmn_
at 25 or something 11ke that. Then I was with Nigerian people
for seven years! Most of our friends were Nigerian, and 1
really sunk fnto that culture. There are a lot of good niaam
about that culture other than the fact that 38. need women's
Tiberation! - a very ynfeminist culture,

So, the last three years are the only time I've had any
Canadian friends or contact - so I'm really 11king Canada. I
don't _:5: if I want to leave 1t. Like, my gentleman friend
that I've known for two years s from za:.a and is going back,
and I'm trying to make a decisfon - I don't 32.:‘ want to
leave - I 1ike Canada, I 1ike Canadians that I've met. I find
it a dynamic society with so many things going on with the
women's movement and everything. 1 don't know whether 1 could
go back to a very unfeminist culture - I'm struggling with
those ideas right now.

I'm just newly becoming a Canadian. I've been here all the
time but not really in heart or spirit, 1 feel that I belong
for the first time inmy 1ife, 1 never felt that before. With
the Nigerians, it was sort of like an extended family
atmosphere - I taught them to sew, and they taught me to cook.
For example, 1f I had a party for my kids, people would just
show up to help - You didn't even have to ask. And that's the
way it is. And people just come. They don't phone and say
they 're coming, they just come. And you cook for them when
they come,

Sometimes we'd go shopping and it would be close to dinner and
we'd be famished and we'd just drop in on somebody. And they'd
Just cook! Or they'd have it cooked if it was around dinner
time - and thefr type of food is Tike a stew and 1t can always
be shared or added. [ got use to that type of life, That was
the only time that I ever felt 1 belonged, was when I was with
those people. Up to that time I was aiways alone. So it was
hard to leave them, too, because ] was leaving my family.
{Because of the culture?) Because of the culture, I was
leaving friends, the first time tn my F1fe 1'd had friends.
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Acquisition of the new language has been suggested to be of major
importance for the emergence of the new setf-image. However, for women
there may well be additfonal reasons for a negative self-image. Being 1.
female and being an {mmigrant has baen described as experiencing “the double
whammy" which could be called the “triple whammy" if race is considered. 2.

Many of the women come from countries whose view of women is even less

egalitarian than in Canada. 3.

One can thus predict the probability of the self-image of female newcomers
to be more precarious than their male counterparts. For this reason, serious
attention needs to be given to women. First, opportunities and access to
language classes should be at least as readily available for women as they 4.

are for men. Secondly, appropriate logistical considerations such as fees,

day~care, location and time of classes all need to address the reality of 5.
the lives of women. Thirdly, language classes need to take into account the 6
anxiety of many women about attending classes and expesing their language )
deficiencies to others. Special support systems need to be implemented to
parallel the laznguage classes to ensure the replacement of fear with a sense 7.
of real self worth.

8.

Footnotes

Vivian Rakoff, quoted fn "A Psychiatrist's Odyssey", Saturday
Night, February 1984, p.3d.

Canada's Immigrants, Statfstics Canada, Ottawa, August 1984, no
pagination,

Norman Denzin, “The Life History Method", The Research Act (Norman
Denzin, ed.), Chicago, Aldine, 1970, p.219.
Barney Glaser and Anselm Strauss, The Discovery of Grounded Theory,
Chicago, Aldine, 1967,
Ken Plummer, Documents of Life, London, George Allen, 1983,
Catharine Warren, "The Written Life History as a Prime Research
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1982, pp.214-228,

George Herbert Mead, On Social Psychology (A. Strauss, ed.) Chicage,
University of Chicago Press, 1956,
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Germanic peoples. This way volunteers were recruited for the
Waffen 5.5. already in the beginning of the occupation in
Flanders. ( In the beginning, until 1943, only Flanders

was considered as the Germanic part of Belgium.)

Very soon, in Flanders a political collaboration arose in
the womb of Flemish-nationalism. Many Flemish-nationalists
hoped, withGerman support and thus after a German victory,
that there would come at least an independent Flanders or
rather a reunion with Helland. It seemed that Flemish-natio-
nalism achieved the political power so long withheld because
of the Belgian political reality. Flushed with this power
the leaders of Flemish-nationalism even decided to collabo-
rate on military bases in the framework of the Wwaffen 5.5S.
On the other hand the $.5. had the monecpoly for organizing
the military collaborators from the Germanic countries. This
way the leaders of Flemish-nationalism were confronted with
an awkward problem: or to collaborate military within the
framework of an organization that pursued a policy that left
no room for an independent Flanders or retain from military
collaboration which was not very consequent in view of the
political collaboration. They chose for the first option,

hoping that everything would turn out fine.

Especially after the German-Russian war had started on June
22, 1941, many Flemish-nationalistic youngsters reported
for the battle against bolsjewism at the Eastern front.

Already in the thirties Flemish-nationalism was pronounced

anti-communist., However, the leaders of Flemish-nationalism
were wrong in their hope that military collabeoration in the
scheme of the Waffen S.S. would turn out positiv. The S.S.
conducted a campaign of indoctrination in the training-camps
and different sorts of peolitical schooling. Many volunteers
evoluated in the direction of the S.S.-politics and so dif-
ferent fractions of volunteers were formed as the war went
on and S.S.-politics were sharpened. Although both groups ..
stood on the same side in the war, they were at open enmity
with each other. Those who believe that this rivalry stopped
when the volunteers without exception were tried after the
war and were put in Belgian priscns for a long time, are
wrong. One has even the impression that time has sharpened

the contrasts.

After the war began a new struggle: the struggle for the
domination of the past. This struggle has a far from negli-
gible influence on a young researcher as an academic and as
a human being. However, I saw myself in the Umownnwsm of

my research confronted with an ostensible monolith group

of old-Eastern front velunteers whe had organized themselves
in groups. These old-Eastern front volunteers organizations
show an unmistakebly ideologic character. Indeed, there
had been typical organizing problems that resulted in dif-
ferent organizations, but ideologically seen there's very

little difference noticeable so that in this point of view

one can speak of one group. This group is bathing in a sort
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the other hand I came to realise that the old Eastern front
volunteers spread a complete apologetic vision. Although I

declared openly that I would proces the information comple-
tely independent, for me the feeling became stronger that

I was evading false expectations. I knew very soon that the
ultimate results of my research would not at all match with
the vision of my organized informants. The power that I had
as a researcher I could only use by keeping the idea

that my vision would fit to the vision of the leadership

of the organized volunteers. Didn't I do this then the lea-
dership would do anything to make my work impossible to

create a sphere of distrust.

This problem of confidence remained until the end of my
study but it became less acute as I was making contact with
former volunteers who were not organized. Especially the
the rebellions were very codperative. They had reluctantly
seen that the S.S,-inclined men were completely overru-
ling the old Eastern manwmmmmmmmNmnwosm and that they were
defining the whole historiography (in fact hagiography) from
their point of view. These rebels put therefore trust in me
and hoped that I would get even with the S.S.-colored histo-
riography. Some of them even decided to organize themselves
to offer me a better support. Thus I could observe how the
collective memory in this new group evolved very fast. Al-

though their vision was much mere critical than the vision

of those who were inclined to the S.S., it was not fully

freed from the forming of myths. It is remarkable that this
forming of myths was getting stronger as the contacts between

these rebels appeared more and more.

As a young researcher I was facing two different groups of
people that were nourishing very different expectations of
me. I wanted to come to a sober scientific approach. In fact
it was this scientific character that gave me the power to
provide the unsteady balance between confidence and indepen-
dence. I payed the toll afterwards when I had my historical
analysis published. Some of the informants reproached me for
being insincere during my research and in a wav they were
right. This situation was inevitable but at the same time
very unpleasant for me as a person. For the method of oral
history makes it impossible to approach a matter as a mere
distant researcher. The contact with the sources leads to

a human interaction taking into account the feelings of sym-
pathy and antipathy unavecidable. This way the power of the
researcher can lead to human impotence: the impotence to
show oneself wn opinions and meanings to the respondents

with all consequences beside,
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activities with effectiveness as & soldier comes out clearly:

"And there was a very nice local club there, a cantonment club, But two or
three of us there were working out what 2id you do on Saturdey nights at the
club? You went along and you had & very nice evening certainly. But you
veren't serious about dancing. You dida't want to play tennis particularly.
You had these other muchk more important things like horses to think of.

So we thought we would save money by resigning from the club and spand it on
getting another horse insteed, each. But, possibly rightly, the coammanding
officer had us up and said, .ma_w can't do that sort of thing, Your job is to
partake in caamunity 1ife, learn to be members of & team here because you have
‘to fight as a tesm. You must live as a team. If everybody did this there'd

be no club anyway. And what would life be like if you had no central activities
in the local community?' So, I won't say he exactly ordered us. He gave a
very strong wiah to us with reasoning why we should remain members of the club.

We saw the strength of his reasoning and the fact he was commanding. So we did
vhat ve vere told."

As far as the sexusal side of life is concerned, it is clesr that it was regarded
by the Army as a regrettable interference with the socldier's commitment to his
profession. Married officers, for nRE-.E.o_. were not really wanted by the
services, Officers in the 1930's got no marriage allowances until they wvere
28 years old vhilst, st least in the Green Howarda, you could not marry without
the colonel's permission till you were 30. - Of courae, it waa not possitle
for the Army to prevent soldiers fram marrying 'off the strength', but in such
cases no marriage allowaences or quarters were provided., Even official
recognition of a marriage was no guarantee of quarters.

Once officially recognized, the soldier's wife might be subject to almost as much
regulation as her husband. The social life of the Army familiea, especially in !
overseas stations, was often organized, for example in the form of regimental
cutings and Army holiday cemps, the CO's wife normally taking it upon herself

to be responsible for the wives in the regiment. - The ladies vere also very
much under guard as far as their morals were concerned, Tius, according to one
account, single soldiers were not allowed past the guard on the married quarters
unless he had woh—wmmwou either from a married soldier as hie guest or fram the
CO to carry ocut such duties as repairs or decorsating.

Again, more informal measures might be taken, as this testimony, from a man vho
was a senior NCO with the Highland Light Infantry io India in the 1930's, shows:

"DM  There was always the odd hlack sheep among them, of course, BRit they were
qQuite easily handled, actually.

£26

CXW What type of hlack sheep do you mean?

DM  Vell, a voman vho got entangled with the trocps, you know, while her
husband waa away, particularly if the husband was sent off on a course, And
this was vhen I felt it my duty to keep a weather eye on the wife, I knew
most of them from a character point of view, And if a sergeant was sent off
on & course it wvas always a nice thing for them to be told %Ly the RSM not to
worry about his wife. She would be kept out of trouble. And that was the
first thing I alwvaya did when a youngster was selected to go oo a course. If
he was & married man I used to gend for him and say, 'Now, don't worry about
your family. I guarantee there'll be no trouble', And I made it my point of
view to emsure that that waas cébried out. Any visitetion to that family and
the fellow was on the mat within twenty-four hours. That was the end of that,

‘ Hot only that, but the PRI went over and had a word with the wife.

CXW President of the regimental institute?

DM That 's right, yes, normally the second-in-coomand,"™

In the case of adulterers caught in anm«nunu,.. should it occur in an overseas
cantonment the wvife would be sent back to Britain and the scldier transferred

to another unit. On the other band, & soldier against whom his wife had a
grievance might be aaked to appear before his CO on the advice of the lady in
charge of the regimental welfare committee (who vas usually the CO's wife).

In fact, this comittee might perform the function of a marriage guidance council
in civilian life. . '

As far as the umarried soldier was concerned, regulation of his sex life often
involved Army supervision of his accesa to trothels. This would take the form
of weekly inspections of the irmates and regulations requiring the soldiers te
make use of Army prophylactic centres, " The proved use of such a centre by -+
8 soldier who neverthelesa contracted VD would protect him froam the Army
penalties (regarding pay and promotion) which were inflicted on those who in
this wvay 'rendered themselves unfit for duty'.

I think I bave nov sajid enough to establish that life in the British Army scme
fifty years ego involved a degree of nomﬁnﬂ..on..o& everydey life quite alien to
the civilian, This being so, it becomes of particular interest to look at two
key vna.woa._m in the pre-War saldier's career: the beginning, when he was created
from the original civilian rawv materiel, and the end yvben he was returned to the
worid from which he came,

We begin with the Depot, &t which the prospective 'British cther rank' served
out the three-month sentence of his recruits training,



L5

(o5t 4 192 dpy u T8 3 wr0q 3q WIT Awdwod 03 33 peTP S

19_.5& agr “°*° TIV 8N 03 1807 10U BY 35907 AtdUrs swy GOve SMMITAI.JTR Iyl

*S3TIITUNPTAIDUT INO IPININ0 9T GITUA A3TWODT-WITTI © [OUTEITE IAWY o ~(uwm

wasay-uado ur 09) Surrimn ‘(pesefuw uaga) usyime ©{1o3jonrisur peq W 013) ystInre
EX, ) hus,u Apoq duo IT waym sdoody FuTuOOIq ITB USH “PTES PIOA W oyt

apuxed uo 39w ‘IPLIEP SA ‘Xutys aa Lepoj
SA®Y 34 ‘30UTISUE 03 PIWIM STYY IFIWT N0 DISTT TOOF I5ITT Y3 IWI3 DIOA
£7188 oqy FurloTpediuco £q *uotsEnosTp A4 voTuTde UV 99 IALIAW O PISM T 20O,

: SAOTTOZ 9% ua..ndmd..\np todag Jo $INGAX BTYT TOQTISEID IJVUIINWY

*8USUSATAOSII® 831 J0F pPRIInbex Amay oq3 Buryesy dnox® agg3 aonpoad 03 AIVESI20U BY
pe3dooom JIaA IPOYISW QINS I8TWOIG LTIWIPTAI 8T STHY, _ "IRAanoy ey wmm
..uno 2% o™ §% POuIsal ATTeIsuad jou sEA JTNIVGX A3U IYJ JO JUIWIVOI YBIWY YL

w "UTER® dn ook pTING 03 ¢*** nok
Juaag 03 pATas A3ng ‘Purgiou Iroa nok 1993 09 IPYE Laea MO *°°t W3 PTNOD nok
9GA Jo 1IWIT aq3 tweu £33exd og ' ATUSIRY AI9A ‘ATYoJUq PRI IJIA .ﬁu..

\ wﬁnﬁua

jodaq oqe UBL YW 43 Ag ISTTI9S POEN IVOYZ QITA TUOTAUIPT J90WTY SWmIIq

ut uunomo 8wy .»an..n._ﬁo Jo4 30U ‘ENURL POUOIEETUMEDD lotunl W3 JO JUIWINSIL YIS
30 , 'Sumygion u,.mdu TIW OVEPIBNY ¥ INIT 4943 poo3s jsnl nog cazriotode 9,upry
nok .n..n.udmu,u 7, UPTRE nek ‘lansuw 3,MIP Nok pUe JPYF INIT sua sutrdrostp, :ATAIA
Peom0d g -poterund gua puw JTSEWIY pueisp o3 dweijw joum Prp TTULION

*OACy FuTSE3IDP ¥ 20T WIY ILoJeq WENOJG UTY PER SPABMIS IR PUR 51059 8, TTUIION
03 oTWe33W Auw Led 04 300 Ivoqd Lapws( uoapenbs Y7, °9VIMOI AU ¥ OJUO

WIY3 PESY OF SUTOLAND JTEW THNUUE SY3.UO UOIPENDE B 0IHUT 0 PRIVPIO EA. -

aq ‘s,0£61 ST UT 2BITIF0 JoTun( ¥ 89 ‘AOY DITTEOSL ° TTELION tOpQ ° TRUBIEK
30TA ITY 3UQ ‘EIBOTJI0 Jorun{ O EMOTAGO IWIVG USAS 3]
uy JWTJII Yinous 30U BT SLAYY .nn.ﬂ.nnnx I, 2 Rep JUC JIPUTWRL 3G} JIPUTERIO)
MBI 9T WSS SIjtunbpedy ‘Sley3} omy3 uaﬁ mcﬁzu ‘qey4 pejtodax souvamwy
*329qa STPTIX] W FITNINNL JVH 943 O3 INOTAGO S8 EIUL 0T FTREITAIUY
Jnof sea jmemgstund eg3 : FuOO sIGA NOA *HI9DI0 €3 IJRTPICO UT USAS

‘DI NOA I9ABJWHA 41W43 UVE AJM O3 U0 Bursssadur Sy oStV AT UOTANITIEEW
s1Tand pue 98NQY TUQISA ATUO 30U 99A IVTAIIE 3YF O3 IINIVII AU Q3 uY
SATIVTITUT ILOFaIaq% puw 109duad-3198 JO HOTIONIYSap TTHR i Teoawd pue arug

(1519420 uno mo

‘81T 37820dI00 ¥ 0% ‘Furacwyum ‘om0

' s WA anek

PIL: OF HISA NOK

P ug OO SAYR MR AN DINDUEIS aaridalque v ‘qrirde Jo @SaUSROTITIQII
31oug v 2% ‘unayiel o3 sawy edeody sButyy eq3 Jo suo sT 19edsea-J1eg -qoadsaa’
=398 JO N0 TISPI0 TTUIRAIOL OF JUVA SAOTIHSL "1X8T 3 J0F LEFurdng JreA o3
e :Pe3eTdm0D § ,I3DI0 WY IYQ USUA .h.nu.bmnndn ‘do1s 03 uIweT 01 SuTyy JIYjoUw
ajnb 8,9% 4692 ST ‘A9TTUND SATIYV 43 ‘acwsIpeqo  *JT9q TRgured ssom ayg
Poe FurureEl) JN030 JTIY L979a48 Y3 uadq swy ‘umo Jvo o Samyion y3a01 Jutag:

o3 *aTTegE 9q 03 uummdnﬂ stqE "ttt PATANTIIUT JO SWLID 34T JOF [OI0JINS DU
3I0m PIP oA Bsauxafua (9ITF Q3 UL "DTO3 9X,8A juga LTUO OD 03 WroIT IAwyg M,

iafpragxny 1w Burureay 83TNIdaL

STH JO S199q Y3 w0 gs300xd sty3 204ATEUR 03 MUV EFA JVUSIART § J ‘pexgnbag
JITAIIE Y YOTUM vormoqne o jeddnd w4 Jo na..nau:.do.ﬂ g3 03 waodpun.o. ue
g8A YOTUA A310TIe00E 10 WTTINPTATPUT Y3 Jo 3oadse Loylouw sesaddng oi sen
1xed 4TNOTIIID S20W YT, ‘*Iapao Auw o3 0TITEOAC BINTPIINT FUTIRITNOUT PIITRIUS

: ATO0 90T WAC IT3Y3Z JO UPUTH JnOYITA uom Buronposd ut Smon.n 3 JC RI0A sTUY g

u ‘UMO Mok Jo pUTE ¥ 2AWY OF 00 UWA NOR{ *ATpuriy Lago oy pwg
NOX  ‘OOATIX UTHW 3QJ 68A IW(I OP 03 DTO% Sva Nok WA jEyA wosTII noqiIm AIqo
03 ATuTew SwA WuL pay  umop 33 YA JUU] JITPTOS 3YI OIUT NOA PINCR PUN umop
nok e o3 pey Asus 99k ‘apnar3aw WTTIALD AT JO JTITdd IYY ¥vaay T HA

' 19%%3 ot pesone. Asu1 pTa u.moo.na,
343 Jo 3rarde au3 ywam o3 PBupAI3 azen Leqs _.&nn sq3 ¥ 943 PISE nOX ¢ MXD,

«'1T dvq puv ursd nof og ‘fea Auw siaprnoys Jnok wo ITqNoI

uinoxy h,nso Sutyiuvg Lee 03 18I POZTTRAL neld .uunﬂuua 994 3T DIZITEIX nOX  ‘nok
ut pey nok 39y3 Furisaqoad Aow joowy p.Laqs *,q1xtde .u.:oh. fes 1 uaym ‘3rxTde-
amok Jualy A3 ‘nok uo RIom L3ITP Y WOP P, AUl *¥oIwq pepmom Puisq smm
nok ‘og.moo oyl YImoaug fea JTR ‘Ieggw ulajjed aqy 998 PTTMOD T ‘usyl puy  ‘nok
ur peyq nok seapr ATTI8 Ate Xoouwy *qrards Lmok ywaaq ‘uAop nok Yyesaq o3 ArTRex
seA 4] °oWT3 aq3 TTE nod FUATATIP 3X,4543 PUY “TTHA 99 3944 OP O3 PUy  °SBA 3T
v Buote FurdsBBeis ATTUNIITA gen nok ‘uwam T ‘TTOM  ‘ureBY Yowq puw wiF ayy jJo
QIS TTT 243 *,STTOX PEIY JO 30T @ 2494 #,737 ACU  $3J9T B3 YNUTW 3ALT 109 nok
‘apeT uo amop, ‘Aes pww ‘1T Iwop TTY A3q3 DU ‘punosu uUN: PTNOA Koyl USYR ©,18%3
‘Ino pOXPTs Pue no pREFETY Gua nod uwaya e PUY E4TUTT INOL O3 UIATIP SEA NOX,

w 9TANOP 343 9 sua BuTHiAZeAD *TTTJD und STTIID STITSL
POW ‘ung puw PATANOP 380l nox . Ydeq Jnok Jlo jrTqe anok weP ATpaey PTOD nok .
‘poq Jmok wo (TS nok juewom oyy of dn 308 nok juamom gy WOIJ
USATIP 310A NOL *I8Te ApogAlsas puw aundounﬂa a3 Lg Jeyq vodn paxool adea

R 3JTT UWANG JO WIS IBAAOT yL ‘Aus prnom I STeMIUG ONTT JHOmTe ‘TTap T HA

t10dag Y3 % BNIT PPIEalL
II9A WA hun nof priom 9GA *JIum ® U 9w SXIT Paymady aJoa Mok JI : AXD

‘USYIVTE 03 UG3 ACTTY

1,upTNoA hona *Aen %43 Avas 04 pwg nof PUR SIILPTON DJ9A NOL ‘SWEE 3Ky SUA
outTdrafp au3 40 "IVEI JoF 3T PI0adeal nod pUW aoAdUE TWRX U3 6T IBUT WUTYD
T PUY  ‘USW OXTT SI0M P2IVALY LA NOA —== ¥ JO dI0m 3wa Suryfioag 'PTITIYITT
™ qeyq WP ,upIp NOX  3I3y1 FuITANOP PUW dsay Furynop puw DuTmoyrIq puw
Putihous a1q EII93 STUY TP 9,30943 aayn JuyTdel jodag Frusy 352 q,ucp nOX ! HA,



‘SWILIGA IO *Tonaat
J0 308 37aA swodvaa Jno TTY ‘SUNR a0 T *maditmbe e a%—\mwmwwa a3

® ‘6061 TT IPVE GWA 3WY3 DTITL ¥ QITA WA 0% IUSA. T ‘uwem T (£e9% sxoa ‘lary

o3 uo Louow Futpoeds q,uvtsA A3y egsnon Jo arg
sdegqzad 793 6700q DYY SATY DPTVOS om 'T9TI919R 129335q PEY SATY PTROD SA Mg

—~ ATTI8 08 4mag 3T - PUY aavy pPTHOD om ‘eIBTTO0 QYTA 81ITUE PEY %Y DPTNOD o
‘310m quads sawq pTnod Loql ‘meqioTd deqo azas Reyp "PIYIOTO ATPW SdoA o UYL
962 PTP I ‘Barvey: 903 evdosd yayiduy ayq e fwry 2traqj o3 sTdoed awnian 3y Jo
SPRITIIT 93 4IIA POIWUIOS #,3]  8I00QNIBL 9G] GIIK PILIIUMOD 30U 8,47 A

$83000% 080 JYY QIR POIDIUTOD 98HY BA Aoy MXD

‘sfwr 308 Y3 puNOX oF 09 P sATY Pi9M 8910 agy

JO 8XIMR0 943 YINOTY ] QIITE 03 PIMOTTY U9aq AWy 4, UpInoM aa puwTIuy ur *anxg
9En 38IN02 JO YOTUA ¢, sLaTTY YO aq3 punol of o1 sasg Pt 197 en g ‘umog
¥ JO 3XWBD 343 yInoayy At of p,Aoyq mog m ydnosyy penosen Laq3 A ‘aoy
jgusisg ApooTq 29oyg, oW 0% Futdee smaeg ATTOQ dBQUIBWRT UEd T ‘oMl usitrap
SUY7 POTAUS TT® af ‘saanqatd puw 850TZ5IWE Ut ‘moux nok ‘praom 3y nogfnoaysy
8I9TPTO8 JO IMIOITUN 313 IV DOROOT 5A,T ‘SNOTIMUOT WIoITUN 91q ¥ udeq whwmTw

84,1 “S9Y90T7 QITA ATUTON LI9A pRqway sdenTe od0M aa quyq 318% I ‘arvdy Efa

tA3atr00e ur 9ovd Jodoxd 837 29AT? gun fwmry ouy adogs £IEnod ¥ san

07 Y3 T0TEgIIWT I3 HISTPTON YSIFTH SWoE 2AuS Auenrag nn SYZRY 542 Jo tanod
%3 Burmoo g - *sdoox3 ITA3 J0F eTaugom TeRETSax (3TTUNBI0 BITAIV Youady pow
UBOIS) SU3 9N $T8F A 3T ‘SMGL  ‘TESD I99499Q ® uom Butadse aroqy aavd 89 TRIY
TeIO3UTIAOD T8Y 3 ATRTI 03 JIIPIOY YSIIIIY o435 J03 AuaMe: v 03T gum ageyg

TLE6L PUT S UT IND ATErIRISqUS swm Avd 8oTALE ‘pespur “Atmawgs
TenBax zem-sxd 94y poIBRL3 L99T008, Wy Furess @ ATP5NOPUR SBA aTaqy

u'00ys 03 urdaq SUNF o3 UOUA BUTHIY Iy tof WM, e3T e
"sInaq Y3 N0 uwry Ao pUR WYy fmmog puw sy Ammog 8, 31,

1 PTEE QoA 898JdsA ¥, BuTTdIy

3o 3red jeqy QTR JYTTTERZ powsss | potaad 243 yo usm FuTAIsE Luwwm Aasp
w FALIIER TT DOL INTT

Amwe fayg °*** I3TPTOR ¥ pUv uorjerndod USTTTATD 343 uoamiaq Surqiy{ ou sum aaoqy,
‘TEM 943 aroZaq ATTRJUIcOe vodn poycoT suA MO ‘AYp-03 aaw £aq3 Aes ayy oy wodn

POY0OT -3, meTA L3q] 'oA9D agouy Ul ITT AOT AIBA W ot uodn paxcot swa Awmry ar, .

747 nd Burpaoy Suunn-xs Aog 8T SIRL *£jat008 ..m.mb..no JO gonmt 3eesT 19 A W93
ACT UT PT3Y 89A ag 353 JIWMVATTOA OTA JOTpT08 JoM-axd 35)  ‘Pe3eiTus LTIS%e u0m
smn 5J305 5D ITMES AWIY w3 *ATTUIIITRdS (sewto SUITRI, 40 ,JuemaTiqEINE 9UT,

uegq Jayes ‘Teseousd ot ,DlICA WRTTIATD, POAISowOD ATondmA v 38UTEde sam 9T g

‘1€61 UT UODPINRISAUT 3¢ SISOUTIME TUATY
33 JOF JyH 543 puw Aday suj yjoq ur Aryededs teoadsspra auh oldeyl ‘ssarssudyl
fAugnm jou prp A543 yBnoygr -esmo P23WTOST ue Aurinm yita A4jedmle 8143 SUA JON

***t Adwntd of a3tnb q,uesam -

u "3I0% £uv Buryeq qou ‘fed s Furmreto

uwH g¥ee *‘Lraqemryrder qno Ay Led 03 ‘aouy nok ‘wqs Jo ATE LI9A Lxaa
S8 WY} RUIAT O3 PASR 3a puy  ‘qno saATIsteOY pred usas faysy pUY  *sBroqrIund
JT343 0} pIUIIUOD 3I34 SIIITIIO IUT, POLLS GEA 3048 u 30U *qumy sem Apogou

ACH JNOQV §ITRY JO HI08 T8 S8 3293 AOW I ‘HOTIRLTWDE qITA WYL JO axods aa
WY CDOTRQed hayy puw ‘59k ‘AnD uosTiied uo useq p,Aeyl “wrpur ur HA

IeTPUI Wl MxD

'PITTEAaL PO ¢ quomtdes 4OlAT sTq3 ¢ wewiPey WBrwumop 2q3 DUV -zzSL Ut ysTIT
943 Aq 048 1AM 9i6; uT 8N WINoy p,oum ardoad sy Jo omos PUY  juwaw T jeqa
Aoy ‘qaed asyqouw WEnol JusmuLsACT YeTIY a3 Jo 3red aUO USUA 2261 ulaq IABY
38U L 'gLEL UIIQ AV ,UPTNOD 3T P2, SEA 3T AT I Butanp pITUTING oym
JEImr ¥ YyBTII UY STR Juyy, ‘aafuey qfnewmoy pro aug moqs ¥eads 09 posn ap,
ieouTH Juryriss jsurede Buriyom Jo anSnous

3 18 Puodeq 81y penadivgs ATTUimem oyn uosssd smms T ‘RN JITTIING-X A
U2418 AdTALSqUT aq3 woa ueoxa sayouwe M PesadEns n,w ST ‘WeuwmeTIqwRisy
YL JO IIWIINUT I YITA JOTTIUOD UT SWOD 99.153D amos 03 wFtm sdI00 3P qridse
83 ‘S90UWISWNIITI UTHAIND Jepun ‘pespur ‘Sdioo 90 114009 Adnﬁ..n.nua.wo.a L3 UEY
uo popuedap aAsy prnoa SI9RTI48 jaurede 0% 0% sSauSuUTTTIA JIT9YY JO yonm ‘og TIAG

‘poTId IeM-IB3UT SY3 UT UTUITM U sBuUTYy JO JOpI0 Furiwrxe gy Jo steqsoddng Ieato

ATqes0U sloa sURmIOJUT Juthoraed ang SU9QY WG OI0g PAPIOSII I PTROYS 1T

. u'98deTTOS PTNOA Wa38A3
ITOUA Y3 ISTARYI0 TIW IW jUdWTIIUas Luw 2avq 9,ujgnm nok puw AATYR 2, 13ETE

noA yotua FurIsTETOS jo 3awd W #1 B3 ,dn Tk svem oq 308 aA,8n ‘uBry, Surdes
sa,n0d puw uUIR UAC Mok 3w NOOT NOA UIGA 98ME0Aq a30mW AUV U PAATOAUT 30U SYA

I poTd sea I puw sSums Imeys Jo swo UT PeAtoAmT ATUO wum I Ing  *jeq3 09 pasn
308 sm og ‘dooay atoym 3yy sqesdn 3T pus dn d1{s prRoD 98320 33 alym prmoad
843 UG FITALUW AT P, L3073 **° IsqgN U {ITA easaey Iyg Butooys Jo sapr ayy sa
2488 aorTod 543 usql puw ‘sdrrod aggy 93 ATrenotiaed puw ‘8sautEm, 35304 STY3
MOqB JIASTO AJI5A 108 srdoad eseyl asnwdueq 2108 QNI ¥ YITA POUS IJIAM Sas.doy
543 BUY 'OpPIS 2JOT SYI UO POpUBY 1387 puw UOTIBWIO] puUCWMIP Y3 JO IPTE WITL
343 Uo popuvy WITI ATTensn ‘Srpwey yord w SXTT X018 19943 Buryur ¥ patLIes
34 ‘pIomg 9 AI1I90 10U DIP AUO *ITITL ¥ LLIWD 90U PIP SR CSTPPINM I3 UL Japest
dool3 v Q3ITA 3543 SYIT UOTIuEIng cuoﬂamd.aooau. ¥ 99 MO JUSA SA UOTIBRIIEUOWSD ©
dn jeaay 01 N0 PITTVI 943A oA T puw SBUTT U0 N0 §39I04 JNo pe3aNoTd pUW WIug
P 03 qUAA A BWr3 W 3w uoapwnbe © o ‘926l UT ONTJIE TexouwoP sy3 5BA STU%
g - AI9E8209U 8q 10U WATE 943 SINTIIN I8y ojur atdoad Aq por Lrgeqoad:

axw £17991 oya S>7doad wae anok 3surede quBrg ow,uhﬂ 03 LTT¥31 NJ299838TP 8,97

: e fFurlsrpros Jo avd 9 8T 109y ut sTYL * " Jurop puw sayTaes wo atdoad dn
Sutyvoug ‘uotjvmaoy puowetp ‘sdocy UT ROpwOT gfnoyy Furof jo jawd 9jemmizosum
993 POY GA DUB pueliuy UT UG SwWED INTJIE Texeu0d 303 95| Furanp TioM,

wmm?.unoc AT PINOA A JUL XUTYY T “S9% “wrad Lrea Swryooy ax,nox
'S.3UTE 543 UT WOUL XONIO A€y P94 ‘s3auwohwy dn Furusdawys L1reiuew to3le98
‘8319 03 PSTILM3 TTY 8dan 3A puy  *8dool3 suy UT TTUS P,L9y3 Duv SLeuasmos
SNIJLIS ¥ SUA 5I5UY 0 PASY A Y  PUNOX IWOD SINOWNI ITIFIT L1118

38auy3 ‘mog Aoux 13,U0p [ VYIIB U0 DJGA GIIULH JWOS VY3 BIWIY A Y Jexaeg
AOTSUNOH 39 JINISSL ¥ OUA [ GIGH  °*PTO3 3134 3R IBYA JUOP 2ABY D, oA ‘up,,

194VITPUT §ITVINXD OA T



Hit if the 'khaki clan' tended to bear a grudge against British civilian
society because of its supposed attitude of contempt for the Army, the
regular scldier abroad had the conaclation of a sense of superiority over
the great mass of Africans and Asiens iahabiting the Empire. MNuch of the
time this racialism took the form of an underlying patronicing approach to
Egyptians, Indians and others. At other times the attitude could ashow

itself in @ more open and ugly way, as this infantryman who served in Shanghai
in 1927~28 indicates: 4

"CXW How did you get on with the Chinese population?

ar Never had a lot to do with them. They used to get out of our way when
ve walked up the street. BSome blokes [were/ pretty rough with them, Rt you
see the point was of course I find this in retroapect now as I've got older
end I've done a bit more travelling, I find that & lot of fellows vere a bit
you know cocky over the fuct ... we always used to carry a cane - remember
the soldier's twenty-seven inch cane? - well, they'd walk past s Chinese

and they'd give him a ciout if he was in the way.

CxXW With the cane? t

SF ) I never done it, ¥ot that I'm lilywhite or anything of that sort. Buat
I think we had more troutle with the Americans, the marines,

CXw S0 if a Chinese was hit with a cane would he retaliate?

SF No. He'd just grin at you. They wouldn't lose face you see that was
the point.,"

However, I think it would be a mistake to relate such racialims very closely
to the character of the Amy as a total institution, Rather was it & reflectic
of the sttitude prevalent in Eritish society as a whale that the advanced etate
of the Western industrisl pations relative to the rest of the world at that tim
had some connection with a uﬂﬁm&moa superiority of the ‘'white races' as such.
This is indicated by the fact that race was the crucial criterion in the

decision to grant permission to marry to-other ranks serving atroad. Two
excerpts illustrate the point:

"Well, you always had & sort of feeling then that if you were Britisb you were
bloody good, you know, and the rest of the world they were definitely second-
class citizens. That was the attitude that we had, We had this instilied into
us. And I remember in India one of our chaps wanted to marry & girl vho vas
Frobably three-quarters British end only one quarter Indian. By Godl the
bother he bad to go through to get permission to marry this girl, because he
bad to get the CO's permission. And of course he had & long chat with the padr
first of all and he advised him against it., And everybody was against this
mixed marriage you see,"

530

DM And in India there was no question of a soldier getting permission to
warry an Indian. You talk about the colour tar, You don't know what a colour
bar is at home. The colour bar was as thick as & flag pale in India....

Cxu Were they allowed to marry Anglo~Indiana?

DM Well, that all depended. Bc long as the sort of picture of the family,

the mother and father and any hangers-on fram outside and the girl comcerned,

were white and could be accepted as white, good and well, You see, this is

wha I say the colour btar, beceuse it was the colour of their gkin that mattered.
that ves all that was necegsary, They would be seen by the padre in the

first place. And he would s, "Well, I think they're all right." Aod they'd

come and be interviewed by the sdjutent and the R, And, obviously, in a

watter of ten minutes you couldn't tell what their character was, It you

could tell what their colour was, So colour was obviously the predominamt

factor,”

T should like to conclude by turning to the return of the soldier to civilian
life, This could prove to be as difficult a transition as his induction into
service 1ife, especially for the single man who had grown accustamed to what
was in many respects s satisfying batchelor existence, Thig life, as far as
it affected officers, is described in the following extract:

"Wr It was a very friendly regiment. When I say very friendly most of us

got on vell vith each other, You had your three or four particular friends,

tut we usually did things together. We played gemes together, we went to the
club together, we drank together, we entertained together. A good mess is

e very pleasant life you know, It's not married l1ife and I reckon after the

age of about thirty marriage should be compulsory for Army officers.

CAW Why do you reckon that?

wr I reckon that chaps get too set and selfish in their ways if they stay
t0o long in the mess. It's an extraordinarily comfortable life tut you can
bave it too long."

For the other renk, the ingtitutionalization, which prolonged service in the
Army produced, could have the mogt sad yesults me this pognant extract, with
which I should like to finish, shows:

)

"CXW I was saying earlier sbout the poesibility of soldiers who had got 80
used to Army life that they were scered of civilian life. Did you see anything
of that? Bcared of going back into civilian life?

WH Yes. The people that was like that wvere the ones who moaned most about
the Army. Who had a comtinual gripe daily, all day long. But as the time grev
nearer you could see them getting frightened and worried because a lot of theae
men never married, They did reslly live a barrack-roan life. 1 knew quite a
few that never married. They just couldn't get married, people like that. They
haunted the pubs or the NAAFI. Their greatest delight wes spinning yarns. A
lot of them was good fellows you know. They were really good chaps, We did rely
on them a lot for advice and things. If they took to you, if they liked you,
they were really good friends some of these old soldiers, They'd help you out

vith all the wrinklea ... yes you could see it in their eyes, there was a funny



