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. A
naissance d'un fi1ls (2B8). Le pouvoir-phantome acquiert la

farce du destin.

I1.3 - Troisiéme phase: le "pouvoir-entité".

Tandis que les deux premi¢res phases de l’histoire du
bidonville sont assez bien dessinées en ce qui concerne la
perception du pouvoir, nous ne pouvons pas dire autant de la
troisieme phase. Elle est commencé il y a deur ans avec le
choc d’une intégration forcée dans la socieété (30). Il
s'agit d'une intégration qui est encore formelle et non pas
substantielle. Les familles du bidonville ont occupé trois
gratte-ciews construits dans le amam quartier par
1'Admimistration de la ville de Rome:; le bidonville a
disparu et 17aire gu™il occupait est destinée dans le futur
proche & loger un jardin publique, que le langage
pragmatigue de la burocratie appelle "le vert équipg”.
Fourtant 17 assimilation A la société est loin dletre
accomplie. Dans cette phase, on sent plus ardue gue jamais
la négociation qui & lieu entre le soi et la structure qui
sTorganitse autour de lui, puisque ce qui est négocié au fur
et & mesure n’est pas seulement }’interaction permise par le
milieu social, mais aussi les variables du milieu ambiant
dans la perception individuelle.

La perception de la variable espace, par exemple, a
subi des changements radicaux. Dans la deuxiéme phase on
observait une organisation de la vie sociale par rapport &

un espace horizontal; les ruelles du bidonville marquaient

des carrefours qui étaient aussi les lieux d’agreégation
sociale. On connaissait ses voisins non pas du nom ma:s des
caractéristiques de l’endroit qu’ils occupaient: ceux qui
habitaient a cBté¢ de la fontaine, ceux qQui cultivaient un
terrain & legumes, ceux qui logeaient derriére 1’é¢glise.
Dans la troisiéme phase, au contraire, 1 espace est organisé
d’une maniére géometrique: le voisin d'en face, la dame de
1" étage au-dessous. Tout comme 1 espace est géometrigue, le
temps a acguis un rythme chronologique.

On observe aussi un retour & une perception plus
concréte du pouveir. L'expérience souvent traumatigue du
déménagement a donné une image vivide au pouvoir: c’est un
pouveoir—entité, représenté par les administrateurs du
quartier et de la ville, par les politiciens de
17arrondissement. L’ascsimilation lente mais inexorable a la
soci été apporte aussi la conscience de la position de
1’individu dans la structure de celle-ci et dans la

structure du pouvoir.

L’exposition de ces trois phases de 1 'histoire du
bidonville et de ces trois diverses maniéres de perceveoir le
pouvoir met en relief la richesse socioclogique des données
des histoires de vie. Four respecter cette richesse et pour
en rendre compte, nous avons accompli une analyse

strictement Aqualitative des données, ce qui a prodult que,



gel

"psodxa 383 suep

4auuap mMmi 31qissod 31108 au anb uorTjualle.p snid uatg BT TUIW
nb apnya.p dwey2 un.p tssne 316e.s 11 sSI1P "sSuss uOs puad
a1bc 101205 38 3410351y aqjua abearrs a1 ﬁm1U3n ANSTAIJUT T
e cﬂNLLmy np WH 3the.s 11 T(Eg) aunsaw ap 3dszuo> ng

18 [e130s np mujwmmﬂ ap sanb1borowaistdy mu:memuc0¢,mw~ Jns
JN3PU0304d US JTIYDE[43d § S3ITAPUOD © SNOU 18 anbi4sIUSTIS

gs5t4dadjua, 2p 2p1btrd uoridaguos aun,.p sSautded sat

ANA23s ¢ JUD4AYIZ4 Bp adA3 93 3193449 uj *(IT) SaFuuop sap
ajlaioes ap u:WE:LumcM mEEOu.mw> ap SA8JITOISTY Haf ISTIIIN 4O
puenb munEﬂnfO mm:m:wcou juos atborornos 318 aurels Ty HCWEEOu

wLucos,cwﬁn S34} ¥ SNOU RITANY I[[BA NS wudJUCMAJ
"BIA
ap ayluwdl aun suep ¢39 150s mw .Lmﬂﬁjm:ﬂw a1 suep [E43u3bB ag
8411 8P ISTOYD SuOAe snau »ucmemAanUmLma‘uLwﬂﬂnmcﬂm sen 3]
S21E4JUCD :m.ucmﬂowaw>wbu.:m mmjcwvmﬁwmumfwaw>avmwcmmanmL
et w#mﬁwL.nco>m SNoU 33 INPU0D Ip wcmﬁﬂ.mupmu ubm>wim
C(OS) SSABAUT,T WOU
19 94peI I3 SUEP 9J9SUT ISI,S JNaysiays in.ucmemccoﬂvmmzu
at mmEWElmjn ANSIEWA0 UL [ <2d JUTWLIZIIP 939 B *SaT[rancad
§319 U0 sSUOIFPWLOUL 3aT TaEnbnp utas ne ‘juawaluotisanbt ap
19 UQIleUL0(dXa.p ITQUASUA P 84pPRI I3[ iN39A np wucwwquxmhm
ap wm>ﬂﬁcmhh g j40dded: ued aavib mjuwmunuemumﬁdw_tijLm aun

§NITISUOD vﬂMLsm mucmmmmmccow un S3SIPJEPURIS SIUSWNIISUT

sap mcmu,maumLu 93 J82.40+4 .wuwﬂumm el @ JIneunwwad

®1 9P UDIJISURLY N3] SASARUY § 313 SNPIAIPUT S8 SJ4103STY, |
SJ48AB 4] ¥ (PIJ0S NP UCTIIINJISUOD 3P S92304d 31 U3Asasqo.,p
J3rrrarssod ¢y suotA® snou {juejuods [ejuSWIA9dxa ured.aajl un
fa.msaw anb{anb U 240DuUa@ anN3ITISUOD 1@ *FTENJIISUCT BTNy
SiTeA “axa(dwod np u0I}EDTFITAWIS AP B4ANA0 aun ¥ aaddeyol
JIIP4NE 3DUPSSTRUUOD BT ap NMCQCW¢LQ Jna(eA e ‘uarindtjaed
sen an mcmu..msuAEO«uua>cou 2T 3P }IPUSA SIIQUIW SaS 3P STA
3p 94t03sty.{ Jed arrravoplg Lﬂnu SHIOISTY. T 49IPNTY . p KT0H2
wJ..mcnﬂmw>wun sap Wmew ap $3rItqgissodwr .1 ap wucwwLwnxw

TP4 SUOAER SNOU ‘UIR4UL@] 31 NS 33anbua a430u suep
R 5 3



136

NOTES

1} I. Lakatos, (edited by), The Froblem of Inductive
Logic, Amsterdam, 1968.

2) I. Lakatos, A. Musgrave, (edited by), Froblems in
the Philosophy of Science, Amsterdam, 19468: éd. it.,
Feltrinelli, Milano, 1974, p. 3B8.

3) T. S. khun, The Structure of Scientific
Revolutions, The University of Chicago Press, 1970.

4) Ch. Wright Mills, The Sociological Ima ination,
Oxford University Press, New York, 1959. p. 108; éd. $r.,
Masperoc, Paris, 1967.

3) N. Lubmann, Leqitimation durch Verfahren,
Luchterhand, Darmstadt, 19735.

&) M.M. Fostan, Fact and Relevance. £ssavy on
Historical Method, Cambridge University Press, London,
19713 éd. it., Einaud:, Torino, 1976, p. 30.

7) F. Veyne, Comment on écrit l'histoire. Seuil,
Faris, 1974%.

8) P, Crespi, (a cura di), Storia e sociolegia,
Celuc, Milano. 1974, pp. 8-9.

?) F. Ferrarotti, Idee per una nuova societd.
Vallecchi, Firenze., 1974, p. Z6.

10y J. FPiaget, La situation des sciences de 1 homme
dans_le systhéme des sciences, 1970; éd. it.., Laterca,
Bari, 1973, pp. 11-22.

i1) W. Dilthey, Gesammelte Schriften, Teubner,
Stuttgart, 1957.

12) M. Weber, Gesammelte Aufsitze zur
Wissepschaftslehre, Mohr, Tubingen, 195%.

13) F. Braudel, Ecrits sur 1’histoire, Flammarion,
Par:s, 1969; éd. it., Mondaderi, Milano, 1973, pp. 103-123.

14) G. Burwvitch, Déterminismes sociauy et liberte
humaine, Faris, 1955, p. 38-40.

15) F. Ferrarotti, Histoire et histoires de vie,
Klincksieck, Paris, 198B3.

14) Ch. Wright Mi1l1ls, op. cit., p. 1&3.

17) P. Veyne, gp._cit., 6d. it., pp. 451-4%94.

18} B. Croce, "L'utopia della forma sociale perfetta”,
gdans 1l Mondo, 28 janvier 1950.

19) W.I. Thomas, F. Znaniecki, The Polish Peasant in
Europe and Amerjca, University of Chicago Press, Chicaqo,
1918-1929, 5 voll.

20) D. Martindale, The Nature and Types of
Sociplogical Theor Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 19403 éd.
it., Il Mulino, Bologna, 196B, p. S&4.

21) H. Schwartz, J. Jacobs, Gualitative Socialpgy. A
Method of the Madness, The Free Fress, New York-London,
1979,

22) W.I1. Thomas, The Child in America, Knopf, New
York, 1928, p. 584.

23) L’ Institut de Sociologie de 1 Université de Rome a
conduit plusieurs recherches au sujet des bidonvilles
(borgate) de Rome; v. 6. Desi, (a cura di), Le
"ricerche romane di Franco Ferrarotti', Edizioni del
Centro di Documentazione su Roma moderna Ernesto Nathan,
Roma, 1978.

24) Une introduction & la complexe problématique de
1'histoire de Valle Aurelia se trouve dans F. Ferrarotti,
Vite di periferia, Mondadori, Milano, 1981.

A

25) Pour un premier compte—rendu de cette enquete (ne
pas encore achevée) v. R. Cipriani, "Il caso di Valle
Aurelia”, La Critica Sociologica, 63-44, 1982/83.

26) V, P. Bertelli et M. Michetti (a cura di!,
"Archeologia dei vecchi mestieri: i fornaciai; giornata di
lavoro, tecniche produttive e lotte politico-sindacali”,
La Critica Sociclogica, 47, 1978:; M. Michetti, "Il
fascismo a Valle Aurelia. Vita politica e giornata
lavorativa", La Critica Sociologica, 48, 1978/7%9.

27) Cette expression a été forgée par Chiara Saracenco
dans AA.VV., Ritratto di famiglia deqli anni_ "80,
Laterza, Roma-Bari, 1981, pp. 74-77.
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Emmmwmwm ne furent jemais deg travailleurs agricoles proletariens,
parce qu'il y en avait de relativament riches et trés pauvres,
mais surtout parce qu'ils pouissaient toujours d'une certaine
autonomie dans la gestion des terres, sur lesquelles souvent leurs
familles demeurérent pour des générations, C'est pourquei les
métayers furent deg entrepreneurs i demi,désirant réaliser leur
vocation d'entrepreneurs, & travers la possessiocn de la terre,
Dans les campagnes florentines caractérisédes par 1l'installation
répandue, les centres urbaines étaient de dimension réduite. Les
centres de services et administratifs viveient de petites activi-
tés artisanales. et commerciales, de journaliers agricoles, de
travzil a domicile, Dans l'ensemble on peut dire que ces centres
¢taient habités par le peu de gens riches du lieu et par les
cadres de l'administration publique, des couches les plus pauvres
de la population, Les activités industrielles jusqu'a la grande

transformation aprés-guerre n'eurent jamais & part gquelques

exceptions 1imité, un relief significatif et conservérent toujours

une organisation prédominante du type artisanale, Ce type de rap~
port économique, & l'intérieur duquel opéra fortement la propa-
gande solidaire de l'église. a donné lieu & la représentation des
métairies toscanes comme modéle de pacifique cohabitation sociale,

de contractation paritaire des rapports sociaux, Cependant la

Toscane fut aussi une des régions italienmes ol la diffusion du

140

socialisme fut plus antique et plus ample, plus vgste égale-
ment son aire de consentement électoral, et sa présence dans

les institutions, Il est certain que le socialisme a représenté
un élément fortement innovateur aux organisation qui existamient
deja en enlevant aux proprietaires fonciers le monopole de la
politique et en modernisant ses formes. Cependant les témoigna-
ges des paysans et des artisans ne montrent pas d'avoir été
influencés de fagon évidente et profonde par le changement

avenu, Ils ne mettent en évidence aucune contestation sérieuse
de¥ structures des hiérarchies sociales existantes, et encore
moins que jamais des hiérarchies comme telles; ils apparaissent
si profondément naturels qu'il ne peuvent constituer un probléme,
qui pourra &tre détourné ou confiné aux marges extrémes de la
narration, Plus que par une structure du powoir social, les
communautés apparaissent gouvernées par la continuelle rareté
des ressources, une rareté sans histoire et sans temps, diachro-
nigue seulement comme consolatrice par rapport & la rareté encore
majeure du passé, Les temoignages nous mettent en face d'une
longue durée sans épaisseur ol il n'existe pas d'alternatives i
la naturelle reproduction de l'existence, En face d'un tableau
sussi pauvre d'articulations la tentation d'abandomner un terrain
de recher'che est grande, un terrain de recherche qui apparait

incompréhensible,et & privilégier 1tétude de la culture matérielle

o Falklorinue accentant suhstantiellement une dtrangeté fondamenta-
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qu'il nous semblait pouvoir recueillir dans le <omportement

des "tresseuses" en 1§96, Et pourtant les résultats électoraux
rnous fournissent pas mal de faits, I1 faut donc approfondir la
recherche et probablement élargir 1'horizon sans prétendre

d'en avoir fini la, mais plus simplement en indicant une possible
direction de recherche, pour en arriver & cela, il est nécessaire
une bréve disgression.

Dans la Toscane pre-industrielle la contractualisation, point
idéologique du systime de Emwwwmmm‘ a représenté durant longtemps
un solide apport pour 1'éguilibre social, Fondement de la doctrine
sociale de H.mWHHmm_ qui se faisait médiatrice et garante du
pacte social, celui-ci exaltait la docilité, l'obeissance, 1'smour
pour le travail, la famille, le respect des hiérarchies sociales
voulues par Dieu; mais per contre il reconnaissait aux pauvres
le dreit a la survivance comme droit naturel, pas 1ié aux événe-
ments du climat et du marché, en engageasnt les riches & le ga-
rentir dans les années ol le gel et la maladie défalquaient les
récoltes,. Si la révolte sociale était considérée alors un délit
pour la morale chretienne, et aussi pour les lois de 1'état, les
delits étaient également l'usure, l'accaparrement au profit de
speculations mercantile, et en présence de ces délits du Cote
des puissante la révolte sociale pour faim, recevait une légi-
timation morale, méme s1 pas juridique, soutien idéologigue,

espace culturel. Les masses populaires affaemées firent de cette
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légitimation morale une utilisation assez fréquente, en Toscane

au cours des années 1700 et 1800, en obtenant des résultats concrets.

Notre sensation est gque les témoignages les plus anciens,
qui nous parlent des m<mbmamﬁam des premiéres dizaines d'années
du siécle racontent le mouvemente sccisux en utilisant ce type
de langage et gue le langage utilisé constitue un des czuses
fondamentale de la sous estimation de la politique et des dyna—
migues institutionmelles, Paradoxalement c'est vraiment & travers
cette contradiction que les sources orales expriment toute leur
potentialité intellective, dans la mesure ol elles déplacent
i'optique de la recherche du terrain de grammaire & celui de la
langue parlée, sur les langages pergus et sur leur efiectivite,

Donc en substance notre recherche confirme la faiblecsse
substantielle du socialisme pre-fasciste, qui ne semble pas avoir
€té cepable d'introduire un noveau langage par rapport & la
doctrine de 1'église, D*un c8té en effet, l'anarchisme et le
maximalisme socialiste étaient assimilées aux préposition de
sauvegarde du millenarisme et comme telle ils étaient destinés
aux limbes des utopies, & la dimension onirique du monde des
opprimés, d'un autre cfte le réformisme positiviste n'entachait
pas séridusement la vision trés paternelle entre gouvernants et
gouvernés qui avait constituée la culture du gouvernement des

modérés et des democrates,

Le terrain réel quotidien des heurts sociaux, n'avait pas



Ert

SUBTIAIYI-OWIP SIASITIANO 38 ‘aigs UM,D $I4BIDOWID S4UBITLITY 18

3Yone? ap sIaTIANG 2J1qUB ‘enbtaquy B1 PﬂmSmﬁdoﬁvhmb JUISTATP Tnh

S3JIT0L0TPRILUOD Sq0adsm mpnmPhonsﬂ.u Hmpﬁmmmhm @ﬁm# pssed np mwmaﬂ.ﬁ

IUBUILUTBR .Pnaawndpﬂonm wnmp:OUMH SIITIANG 83T anb a2 nmm b
‘IMOTISUT UHOS SUBD 3TTIUCD SUBS 21MBUNIIGD aUM,D dnbsasl 31330
ap pnmsmnwﬁﬁnwﬂﬂm_mhmmwwv wmnmaw ™b neaToey 37 8I0TE ‘ena
~8JI3Us,{ SUBP SAINDPOJLUT ST ‘squamotusAy xNB sSureIodwWaluod 8118
89p sump sSsajstFoaUL mmwbﬂohp ¥ s8T Tnb WSTIO}SIY,T DPuBNd sTBm
toxgeaedsTp ® ® juepusl asxend-ssade S8puUUE 83T juBIND Sajueiaodur
922 juo quzpusdsd Inb mwﬁmwhow ap adnod BT 2I3U00 s3qnT SaT
T51T0gxwT Jed saanosqo juos SIUSWIUHAD, P TIPS AU TSUT? $83STISEY
amTFpX 3T o8B 2aT3W S3I1 $1% 2TBAB b axdbuvury atudsdmos

aun ‘protadoad By 19 anbracer BT oilta ‘UmmTXEW ne no ‘orssnd

- saade puooss np SUSTIaIYI0WIP SIUSWAULIANDT ST 32 anbtaqey ®T
az3us ‘Inetapsxe,T w 3ginyTd stem ‘autsn, T ap anaTIPIUI,T B jusum
=3TTOTIITPD &ssed GOﬁPOﬂmmkPQOQ 81 ‘Iritsod jnoy um .mkﬂmauﬁvfh@
ap wpﬁmnsaaou UM SUWEOD BITAVPP BT 2 sanofnoj juspusy ostrTED
BT 8P SIdTIANO saT ‘suesfed sep j1afng nw Ss1uspsdoxd safed

S3T SUBP 3TP 279 ® Tnb 90 ¥ 3qxoddes as nb juesrzodmt qutod um
388 390 ‘aursn,T wu.maﬁopmﬂn.ﬁ vnmpnoown mHﬁ,unm5o,.oﬁwpnwA0Hh

STBUBSTIIE UOT4TPBAY opuwa’ BT ap mamzpdhﬂmm mhmﬂpahmn 37 juaIgp

—TSuod &8s ST 3700TLFe autd¥tao,p anpw uo wawﬁ TSUT®R .wﬁamﬂoﬁm

~sagoxd s3toeded anat sp UOT}RSTFOTOAPT, P 21L08 aun @addoTaasp

1S3,S BUTSN 84330 3P SIBTIANO ST ZaYD IUenbssuod xag

"93TTTTBS BT 3P

pIoq nB AUTSN, T w%kon sanofnog w_wpdmmoha 189,58 Tt undzw_ﬂaw
.wnohma,mﬁ daam QoﬂwwpnohMQOo UM ¥ SITBILSNOS ag ap nowmm mﬂﬁmw
BT .owﬁwﬁmu mﬁ ap qOﬂaumhﬁv,wa d,mmmﬂhnmk uhSmﬂm#dg,d.mnpw
?TqWag Juo pd#w.w Jud uWﬁMaoo MBABIY $BT m#ﬁ.#ﬂwﬁos :cvkahwm
® sxzend ap nOﬂPWWuokm BT Jnod noﬁvmuobuwu 33208 wnﬁ,unﬂmpwﬁq
nomumuwﬁ na sgnofnog ® aursn,T wmpnwahomwﬂ JUBHBWUZIL XS pﬁﬁww
SISTJIANO AP aTBRUBSTII mpﬂhmwxmu 8T wmdﬁmswwwﬂ.nsom $8TJI39 S91T
-18d 8p TIBABIL mw mndd agstTBIoods .wwuwmﬂ mhwwhﬁwc 8XTOLSTY
anfuocT atm DaAm mwaﬁnmmma mnﬁwﬁ aum .wcnmwmﬁm ap ,L08TTIT=D,,
SaUTSN XNE 83TBI SUCAB,T Snou mmsbuha:w»u.wmzohm‘uﬂoomw Eh e
*52487088F S9dnox) €9p QUITOTA 20UD
a7 snos .uma&bﬁd.vﬂosmbﬁoa np obﬁdeHﬂdwho,WH#poﬁhpm | mpﬁmw
ep uotgnrosstp aprder BT #nmumnﬁahwvmu nb puoy sp wuwsmw.mww
aum 8TTaIN) TN SSSATHIVT wuﬂowohn,mpwwu uswaTqeqoxd 3159,)
*SOATYSIE 89D wmﬁﬂh at pmedmnhsmn 9p soFed 33T Fhox
-t7dmwas sTT .#uMpmme‘mndno.H Jnod kwwnmw np e mpﬂwmuoﬁpmwwa
Jnat ap nomwmh us anb uatq “19T00S BT 3P STaINLTND wmwnﬁﬁﬁﬁww
39T PUCl ® 3TITPoX sBd JUsTBAB,U SJUSWON S30 ITQUASUS,T SUBP
..mﬂma .mduQQoﬁpsPWanﬂ.mmhnﬂﬁwﬁdm gep moﬁdphonaﬁ.ﬁ,wm ‘uoTies
-Tuedao, T od,wpﬁﬁwhpﬂmoama aagdzo anampwﬁmmaaﬁ 1TBAB (UIWSATIOW
eT ‘sATPOTTOO noﬁmnuiﬂw_mﬂs stad 17848 4BQWOD 3T WO JFUSWOE XNV
.Huﬁaﬂﬁohmwu as mu_pndrﬁ 39 saagdweyo ToA aT mhmbWhP g ,seq, np
aan1TNO snos BT ap wmﬁﬂmnoﬂpﬁdmhp BOTI3x 38T UOTIS dI0OUD 1THA

-18qWOd TT 32 opmﬂﬁmaoom sanaTno BT xed ‘1uT3131v 311819 oIooua



chronométriste "charogne" (ceux qui soni bons sont de l'autre
c8té) diripeants de droite de 1'autre c8té, Pour faire un exemple
1l'ingénieur B,, qui dirigea l'usine pendant les années de la ra—
tionnalisation aprés-guerre, joue un r8le opposé dans le récit
"spontané" et dans le piloté, dans ce dernier une série de demandes
introduisent directement le théme de la rationalisation producti-
ve et de son effets sur la condition de travail des ouvriers, si
le récit spontané décrit 1'ingenieur B. est comme le sommet de
la communzuté anti-conflit et quelqu'un hasarde que lui ! dans

le fond n'a pas été contre le socialisme! le récit dans legquel

le conflit a été introduit pas des demandes specifigues de
interviewer, nous présente le méme ingenieur B+« comme 1'homme

guil décida de rationnaliser la fabrique et c'est & dire d'intro-
duire de nouvelles machines, qui souvent(pas toujours) causérent
l'empirement des conditions de travail et surtout la destruction
des métiers par le haut contenu prefessionnel (embiematigue, et
et & 1z propos la fonderie).

Dans ce second récit alors, l'ingenieur B, constitue une
figure certes négative, un enemi, slirement pas une persone
disposée & accepter le socialisme, quel gu'il soit, et une
entrevue successive avec lui a définitivement éclairci comme
impossible les présumées tendances socialistes: il s'agit d'un
ancien gentilhomme fortement influencé par le fascisme duguel

il a fait partie dans sa jeunesse (j usq'a la fin de la guerre)
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et duquel il continue & comserver encore aujourd'hui la vi-
sion du monde hiérarchigque et autoritaire,

Nous avons cherché d'expliquer, dans les pages précédentes,
pourquoi le rappori traditionnel, entre paysans et proprietaires,
assume des caractéristiques archaiques, et nous avons cherché
les raison de ce type particulier de rapport dans 1l'histoire
séculaire du contrat de BmdmeMm_ dens 1'idéologie sociale de
1'église et dans la pauvreté caractérisée par la condition
métayere, Sur cette base le succés de 1'ideoclogie rurale fasciste
signifit alors régression vers des comportements gue la bréve
parenthése sociezliste n'a pas eu le temps de modifier, et cela
malgré que la régression soit avenue de fagon toute sutre gue
mvoaﬂmbmm. comme effet d'une défaite et non certes pour une inva-
riance culturelle des paysans, pour leur indifférence & la poli-
tigue, Ce fut au contraire le résultat d'une politique et d'une
politigue culturelle trd6é précise, qui €xaltaient la figure
sociale du paysan m8me, parce qu'on présumait qu'elle représentait,
l'intégration sociale et le pacte corporatif avec la propriété,
tandis que l'ouvrier aurait représenté le conflit., Toutefois le
corporatisme fasciste ne représentalt pas un project uniquement
adressé aux campagnes et aux paysans, mais devait au contiraire
trouver son propre centre parmi les ouvriers, qui au début des

années 20, avaient é%é la classe qui
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qu'aprés cette période, Pour comprendre pourguoei nous ne trouvons
pas dans ces récits, quand justement pour le trouver nous avons
décidé d'entreprendre les entrevues, nous devons raisonner sur
un certain nombre de problidmes, Avent toute chose, nous devons
considérer que les parlants, racontent des faits qui assument

ou devraient assumer un significat pédagogique ou moral, alors
tous les événements qui pourraient contmdire cette fonetion
pedagogiaue disparaissent de leurs récit, tandis que les faits
que se prétendt & la déployer sont emphasés.

Nous arrivens au second point, au fait que ce sont pas
les €léments réels qui constituent la trame d'une narration qui
veut Etre pédagogique et moralement édifiante, le récit se meut
& l'intérieur d'une structure idéologigue capable de garantie
que cette fonction pratique soit abcolue, Ees événements sont
utilisés comme explicitation d'une idéologie politigue, d'une
foie religieuse, et d'une vision encore plus privée du monde, et
ce sont ces derniéres efpas tellement la série chronologigue des
événements, qui constituent au sens propre l'object de la
narration,

Mais si cela arrive aujourd'hui, si le langage politique
du parlant semble constituer la limite insurpassable de sa
propre expérience, n'est-il pas déja arrivé une premiére fois,
que les événements dont on parle arriverent?

En réalité si il est possible de dire plutédt, que méme s'il
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ést vrai qu'aucun type d'experience sociale, peut 8tre au

dehors d'un langage déterminé, toutefois cela aurait été une
erreur de penser que le langage de 1'ideologie politique ou
religieuse, ait été le seul langage que le parlant a utilisé

au cours de sa vie: et il arrive heuresement de trouver avec
lui, remarque aprés une premier excursion dans le haut langage
de 1'ideologie, un niveau de communicztiocn, modelé sur un langa-
g¢ plus terresire, mais pas pour autant moins intérecsant: le
langege utilisé autrefois pour communigquer avec les camarades

de travail, ou avec les amis, ou les familiers.,

Et alors, si cela arrive, 1z structure edifiante de la nar-
ration se brise et tout le monde varié des rapports de pouvoir
réapparaissent:les luttes reapparaiscent pour obtenir un
certain contrfle sur le mfme temps de travail et sur le méme
travail comme tel; et il est bien cleir maintenant, combien ces
luttes furent importantes autrefois, ed comment elles ont
remplies la vie, kais en m@me temps il ne faut oublier, gque si
ce second langage est obscur dans la narration, que le parlant
organigse de fagon spontané, dans laquelle comme nous avons dit

le langage de 1l'idéologie juwe le rfle du lion, ce fait doit &ire

entendu, non seulement comme un résultat d2 type de discours choisi.

{c'est-a-dire de la retorique morzlesque) mais comme un important
indice de comment déj& alors, on a disposé hiérarchiquement les

langages qui structuraient les deux discours, Comme cela nous
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long periods (an individual’':s ':fetime) opens up the question
of consciousness and subjectivity and focuses on the problem
of agency in history, the ways in which change comes into
being and involves the individual., In doing so there is less
of a tendency to impose a false order and rationality upon

experjiences, The inconsistency and contradictions of

individuals’ 1lives are illustrated in the testimony which
proves more difficult for the researcher to generalise about

and gloss over. Williamson (1982) amplifies this point by

quoting from the editorial comment of the Ruskin History

Workshop:

Historians have often by-passed questions
of subjectivity and consciousness,
because they elude the conventional
categories of historical analysis - they
are not 'things' or 'facts':
understanding them involves exploring
relationships between different phenomena
rather than collecting data. Too often,
marxists have relied on a rationalistic,
almost utilitarian notion of
'self-interest' which allows no space at
all for the contradictions of individual
or class experience and the ways in which
it is percieved. How do we account, for
example, for the way in which pride in
skill comes inte conflict with the
understanding the worker may hold, or the
reality which may be experienced, of
being exploited at work 7 For oral
historians, these most recent
developments in the methodology suggest
that the potential exists for a more
speculative and analytical approach to
the evidence, For marxists, conversely,
they show that thecretical categories and
questions can be transformed in the light
of & «critical interpretation of the
evidence implicitly questioning the world
historical view which treats
class-consciousness as pre-given and
unproblematic, they allow for a more

complex and in nww and hopefully, more

realistic, understanding of what the

components of class-consciousness are.

(History Workshop, 1979, quoted by

Williamson 1982:10)
In essessing change over time, both in the individual and in
the social structure, the research focus 1is a dual one,
moving between the account given by the individual and the
social history of his or her lifespan. In the accounts given
by Lingdale people the absence of references to the 'outside'
events events that constitute history was marked, yet this
has to be taken as the temporal context in which these
accounts were developed.

The key issue in resesrch of the kind described here is
quite simply that the researcher is seeking to investigate
and account for things that are not directly observable
(class consciousness, ideology). In order to make statements
about the development of these elements in and among the
population there is 1no other option but to make inferences
from the the recorded statements of some of the population,
from observations by others (largely in the past) and from
the researcher's own observations and documentary research.

Making inferences is more refined and potentially more
accurate when the respondents feel they have access to the
information the researcher requires and can articulate such
information. A more difficult task is faced with any
population that has experienced events the researcher wishes
to know about, but they canrot describe them in any detail

and may deny all knowledge of them. Such populations produce
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The wunion leadership in many ways complemented the

mineowners; similar religious background, a belief in

conciliation rather than conflict and the opossibility of the
elevation of the working classes through education and hard
work {in which the trades unions had a vital role) were all
beliefs shared by the two sides. Stability in the union
leadership was achieved by the long tenure of office-holders,
but this also 1led to oligarchic tendencies and a close and
comfortable relationship with the mineowners. The result was

a social distancing of the wunion 1leadership from the

membership which coupled with the experience of the defeats

of wage reductions and closures, led to the union gradually

losing prestige with the membership, who reacted with
apathetic acceptance of the union's powerless state and,

where possible took their own individual actiocn :

"The trouble was the union men, they were
frightened of him (the manager), it's as
simple as that, they were wishy-washy.
Union marn down here was weighman, if vyou
went to him with a complaint, 'Right,
we'll have a walk over t'office.' Now you
didn't go in with him, you would have to
stand outside 'til he went in and, as he
thought, put your case to him. But it
was all cut and dried when you went in;
you didn't hear what was going on....We
never used to bother with union, we used
te go straight and see him ourselves,”
(Bill Dewing, 68 years old, miner)

This excerpt is one of the longest comments concerning the

union in the interviews I conducted with elderly miners.

The powerlessness of the unions in terms of industrial
action to improve conditions or pay was recognised by the
labour force as was the close working relationship of the
uynion officials with the mine owners. In general the miners
interviewed for this research had very 1little to say about
the union, the most common response was one of indifference,

some ventured a negative comment but throughout the

interviewing the most positive comments were in terms of
"They did what they could I suppose.®

This attitude of indifference was noted by others also;
one observer looking at the position of Cleveland miners in
the deep depression years of the 1920's summed it up in the

following way :

A lot has been said and printed about the
colliers and their dangerous calling but
you don't hear much about the men who get
the ironstone out of the bowels of the
earth....There are now hundreds walking
about doing nothing for the'dole' which
they are trying to live on. There are
men who have not worked for eleven
months..,,and vyet in spite of all the
hard times you hardly ever hear a
grumble. The Cleveland miner 1is one of
the easiest satisfied persons in the
world, and the most generous, although he
is the worst paid of any of that class of
men. (Mole 1922)

In the early years of the industry the mineowners engaged in
attempts to impose on the miners the idea that iron-ore
mining was largely unskilled work and could be undertaken by
the simplest agricultural labourer of which there was a

virtually unlimited supply. This notion was in fact
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(1965) and the effects he reports are not dissimilar to the
kinds of adaptations noted by Gaventa (1980) in his study of
Appalachian mining communities. The first of these is
characterised as an "adaptive response to continual defeat™:
A has repeated victories over B so that eventually B comes to
anticipate A's reaction and success and therefore ceases to
challenge A. This calculated withdrawal becomes an
unconscious pattern maintained not by fear of A's power but
by B's own sense of powerlessness "regardless of A's
condition™ (Gaventa 1980:17), =m<wam, thus internalised the
values and beliefs imposed by the powerful, " a means of
escaping the subjective sense of powerlessness™ is found
(ibid). Allied to this process is the effect of exclusion
from means of controlling conditions of social existence. If
this denial prevents the growth of political consciousness
then it is unlikely that any steps will be taken to redress
inequalities. 1In support of his portrayal of these indirect
mechanisms of power Gaventa uses the work of Friere (1972),
Mueller (1973) and Gramsci (1957). Friere acknowledges that
a "culture of silence”™ develops from the inequality of
political experience, a context in which the development of
consciousness is stunted. The silence of the powerless then
beccmes a legitimation of the powerful interests, Mueller
writes in a similar vein stressing that attempts to break the
silence are necessarily poorly orientated and ineffective and
tend to reinforce opatterns of withdrawal to a point of

quiescence. Gramsci sees such a state of "moral and

]
political passinvity" deriving from "the point where the

contradiction of conscience will pot permit any decision, any
choice...." (1957:66-67).

The silence of some respondents on key issues is reflective
of the use of power. Thus such response should prove to be
of positive benefit to the researcher who seeks to understand
the totality of the power field within which his respondents
operate. Being alert to the silent response and sensitised
to its meening demands a research effort that extends beyond
the interview, A consideration of the work on comparable,
powerless populations and .0m the work on the development of
consciousness and the effect of domination oan that
consciousness is necessary, along with the more orthodox
activity of researching documentary material where other
ocbservers may have recorded their suprise, dismay or anger at
the non-response of the population in question.

I have in this vpaper concentrated on one piece of
research but my preliminary investigation of the literature
on ethnic and racial minorities, women, the poer and
exploited groups of workers leads me to believe that these
groups have all at various times produced silent responses, a
quiescent stance, But such responses are seldom static and
it is encouraging to see how, as the awareness of the use and
effectiveness of domination grows the silence is broken ,
replaced by an increasingly articulate response. The field

of feminist writing clearly demonstrates this trend.

The task of the committed researcher then becomes to
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experience of the people interviewed.The 'respondent' has eimply
provided raw material which has been re-worked and Te-interpreted
by the hiatorian to an audience of other w»mnonwwbmre:o
‘respondent’ might well feel that questions have been asked
which appsared to lead in a certain direction,but on-reading the
histewians work realises that he or she had been led into a
trap.For example,somecne may be asked questions relating to
their personal finances.The respondent might assume that sueh
questioning related to their material success in life,only to
discover that the data was in fact used to demonstrate their
poveriy,If we are honest,we can probably all think ef similar
cases in which two quite different agendas have been at work
within one discussion.In some ways,this is to be expected,But
for the respondent to find out later how the evidence has been
used could be a profoundly shocking experience.People must
often wish to protesi,but by this point their experience has
already been expropriated and become a matter for discussion by
academic historians.For them,it is too late.Very little research
t exists on how people who have been interviewed see the
experience of the interview or the publication.Such an exercise
might be very damaging to the reputation of Bome well-known
historians.

The result of thia process is that the historian confirms
his or her pover as a member of a mandarin caste(i.e.a group vhich

is able to write in the 'correct' way).Conversely,the status of

the respondent as historical object ie also confirwed . He or she
has been consulted ,acknovledged and is sometimes pleased with
haveéng been a part of this process.The historian bas generally
enbanced his or her qualifications or reputation within the
university or academic organisation.There are two related points
to make about this situation.The first is that the historian

is operating within an 'artisan' mcde of production imposed by
the acadenic institution's need to evaluate the competence of
the individual,or,at most,small group of imdividuals,The second
is that an elitist conception of the production of histery has
been reproduced both within the academic¢ institution and
between the mandarin caste and nan-practitioners.

It will probably not be contested here that existing
acadewic imstitutions operate in this way.Some oral historians
may feel that their practice has been too rudely handled,and
wish to defend it vigourocusly.But few would provadly accept
that they had much to learn from adult educationalists about
how oral history might be carried on.History is a well-
entablished academic discipline after all;education is much
less well-established,and,within it,adult education is a
backwater,a rather pathetic offer of & few practical tips and
suggestions.But,more generally,those who are eritical of the
university and its role tend also to be critical of adult
education a8 just another part of an exclusive and elitist

pyastem.Paradoxically,they overlook strong alternative traditions.
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This initial interviewing activity ias the first of many
similar activities which students on these courses have decided
to undertake,There have been many variations on the theme,Course
members have wanted after a few weeks to go beyond their own
experience,and to seek eut quite different expariences ,But the
same principles have always been followed:guestions have been
developed by the group collectiively,always being carefu] at every
Btage to involve the person being interviewed.For example,one
course member racently told us of a friend who had had a very
particular experience of school because she had attended a
Catholic school in Belfast.lLong stretches of time had aJMMvoaﬁ
explaining what we were doing and why we were doing it,developing
questions which provided what she and the group felt were useful
routes into her childhood,interviews had to be held,and,finally
hours spent in *ranscribing tapes and discussing them with our
guest.The time taken has presented ue with some problems,Course
members have questioned the value of taking up such léng heours
with this protracted process,and oo ocassions this has led the
group towards activities which have not involved such long
dialogues.For example,course members participated in an activity

initiated by a neighbouring project called The Living Archive,in

which they agreed to keep a diary for one day.Hundreds of people
were involved in keeping the diary either on tapes,through
drawings or photography.The Living Archive has presented an

exhibition based on this work and involving the contributers in

developing a local archive of everyday life.The venture
represenis a revival of a tradition which is best known through
the work that Mass Observation carried on in Britain during the
late 19308 and the 19408.None of our activities are,in fact,new,
All of them,except perhaps in some matters of delail,have been
carried on before and protabiy better.This is,in fact,part of
our argument.Since there is now such a large amount of
important oral history work going on outside of traditional
academic inatitutions,it i’ interesting to see how untouched
much of the practice of those institutions has remained.

Central to the process of research is the dissemination
of its results.wWwe have tried both through booklet-format
publications and our joiant work with the Living Archive,to
involve as wide an audience as possible in the results of our
inquiry.Here again,eeveral principles have been followed.The
first and most important of these is that both interviewers and
interviewees have control o¥er what is written,presented in an
exhibition,etc.Technical help only is given by the tuters.

4 sBecond principle has been that if resultis are to be publimhed
in a written form,then booklets of mwoﬁlm fifty to one hundred
pages are best.In this space,evidence can be presented in
sufficientd detail without boring n#n.nnmnnu.wﬁ» exhibitions,
radio programmes where possible remain the ideal methed of

disseminating results to the widest possible audience.
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developed not only raw material of interest to them,but have
aleo begun to order and make sense of their past in ways

which are progressive in terms of history as an academie

discipline.The history of family life,sexuality,housing,transport

work,health and sickness,have all been looked at in ways which

have been an education to this particular academic histerian.

Vieiting historians who attempted to present the discoveries

of the Annales school,of the students of Allt eschich er

of History Workshop as major steps forward would certainly be

Det with wry smiles from our students.lLike many other
educational experiences,this could be both painful and
instiructive.In the long run,it could even have some affects on

cultural power in society.

Publications List

Milton Keynes:s Worm's Eye View {1983)

Given a Chance (1984)

Milton heynes Second Chance to Learn Re

(All of the above are available from: Wg4,6,Brewer St.,0xford,

Britain)

Richard Croucher(Tutor-Organiser,Workers Educational Association.
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This is a self indulgent paper. I am simply raising questiona,
often randomly, raiding my own half formed thoughts and

anxieties, and rajding the more fully developed knowledge of

others.

Let me start with scme general and basic points. When we collect
oral history, we are taking part in a conversation. It is an

complex process, Let us assume it is a two way conversation -

though it could well involve a number of participants. Conversatior

presupposes a number of rules.

It is conducted threough a shared language, words and grammatical
constructions, Messages are constructed in a way which conveys
meaning. Within that meaning is contained not only intellectual
ideas, but also those thoughts which derive from the emotiona.
There is an expressive quality, as well as an informative
quality. In a conversation those qualities are conveyed through
choice of words, but also through cadence, tone, hesitation,
rhythm, laughter, facial signs and gestures. In other words, by
a2 range of non-linguistic activities. The receiver recognises
meaning because they, too, recognise these verbal and visual

signs.

A conversation is a two-way process. It consists of statements
and responses. The talker and the listener at any time can
interrupt, reinforce, reiterate points which seem ambiguous.

Complex signals exist which inform either party to the
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conversation whether the desired meaning is being conveyed -

grunts, nods, chuckles, gasps etc.

Somehow or other a degree of comprehension takes place, even
though sentences are not always complete, the words ambiguous,
the meaning perhaps obscure. Indeed, without the range of other
signals they could be often unintelligible., They need, in other
words, somecne to ‘'read' meaning into them. As part of a
conversation between people who share the same cultural ritualsa
of communication, this comes, apparently, automatically - though

we know it involves a complicated process.

All of this can be taken as given.(Though it is only a very
cursory glimpse at communications with many glaring omissions.)
But there are other implications of these general points. First,
conversations take place within a situation. At one level, the
relationship of the conversationalists determines the nature of
the conversation and whe is allowed to participate in it. It
determines who has the 'floor' and who is allowed to have the
‘floor'. This relationship may not by any means be equal, nor

may the ground be neutral.

At another level the situation can imply more than the context ir
which a conversation is conducted. It can refer to the subject
of the conversation. Thus although to those party to @
conversation it may be perfectly clear who is taking part, who is

talking at any one time, It may be apparently clear whose words
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A third characteriatic perhaps not of conversations in general,
but some conversationas, is the disparity between language
‘codes', differences between language use and usage, which

may often be related to asocial class. Oral historians will have
observed, at a common saense level, disparities between middle
class, educated speech and working class (however thcse are
defined!) less educated speech. These differences manifest
themselves in grammatical sequence, vocabulary, seguences, length
and frequency of pausing between statements etc. It will also
include dialect, register etc. But they may alsoc manifest
themselves in perceived functions for a conversation, and in the
different contexts in which conversation 'rules' and functions
originate, functions which relate to social context. If, for
instance, there is a difference between the child rearing
practises of middle class as opposed to working class families,
and part of these differences relate to the patterns and methods
of communication, to the kinds of conversations held, the purpose
and expectations of conversation, as well as to the kinds of
contexts in which most conversations are held (ie whether among
family and close friends, or whether in conferences, dinner
parties etc) Then how and what is said is going to be crucially
affected. The marked disparity between language codes of social
class, and the effect on content and impact, are very clearly

brought out in Thea Thompson's Edwardian Childhoods or Jan

Carter's Nothing to Spare, where the working class speach

contains an immediacy and drama. PDialogue is remembered and
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reported, an erratic chronolegy highlights events, their
significances and meanings. It is almost as if exclusion from
the literature and position of the adminiastrative classes
enhances the spoken word and contrasts with the narratives of the
highly educated whose very fluency and assumed confidence

flattens and distances the speaker from their pasat.

This is by no means an exhaustive, or original, catalogue of the
characteristics of conversation and apeech., But they are,
perhaps, enough to go on with for the time being, to signal that
when we hold our conversations, make our recordings, we need
perhaps more awareness of the processes involved 1in
communications. This extends beyond personal dynamics.

It may not be enough, as historians, merely to check the
historical content of what we hear, we may need to have a far
more complex understanding of the broader communications context
and communications history of our co-conversationalist. In other
words, simply understanding what is said is only one level of our

comprehension.

In collecting oral history, therefore, what we collect and how it
i= said should perhaps be investigated. It is more a subject for
psychology and stylistics. But what we collect may be limited by
linguistic problems inherent in our relationship with our co-

conversant. It may also be deeply ambiguous. cCan we do justice
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responaes for which the original statement may be lost. Fifth,
aentences may be broken, may be unintelligable. Sixth, the
possessor of the transcript now has the conversational 'floor', a
very different relationship to that encountered in the original
conversation. The reader of the transcript ia placed in the role
of one who overhears, has no sense of the dynamics of that

conversation.

Finally, it is not a literary style. The tranacript is being
asked to perform a function for which it was never intended.
And, if we add to that, possible discrepancies between class
patterns of apeech, and an economy of words used in speech, and
possible structural differences in conversation usage, we may be
in possession of a document which as historical material may have
certain points of validity, but as a document for communication

has inherent historic deficiences.

Nevertheless we - I - use it. And in a particular way. We use
it as evidence (more or less corroborated by ‘external!
criteria). But we use it in a context in which we place our co-
conversationalists at an unfair disadvantage,in a number of ways.
First, we publish the material, either as a book, or in an
article or paper. Now, however much we have the permission of
the person we interviewed to do this, however much they vetted
and approved the final transcript and its edited version, we
remove the personal dynamics from that original conversation, and

assume power. That conversation appears to be and to have been
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in our control. We have edited it in a particular way, to make
it legible, to emphasise certain meanings. In other words, we
have 'read' it for our reader. Of necessity, we are presenting a

biased viewpoint.

But the process of presenting this material does more. We are
writing down the spoken word, we are 'encoding' it in conventions
for which it was never intended. We are placing levels of
distance between the originator and the new 'listener'/reader.
Moreover, we are placing the remnants of this conversation in a
context, in a literary context, which stands in stark contrast to
the necessarily non-literary style of the interview. We might be
doing justice to the validity of our case, but are we doing
justice to the validity of our material, to the pecple to

whom this conversation originally belonged, (and to whom does it

belong now?) or to the complexity of that material

It may not necessarily be that transcribed speech is a less
efficient communicator than writing which originated as writing.
But it is judged differently. We allow within our published work
a dichotomy between our literary and literate statements and non
literate evidence which serves to enhance our case, our authority
as historians, at the same time as it diminishes the authority of
our intervievees precisely because we present them and their case

in a way which has no literary equivalent.

Now, I am not suggesting that we 'clean' up our interviews,
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lescriptions of feelings.

.t workas.

those narratives, collected within ocur conversations, are

essentially stories. And that is their prime quality. Let's

leave aside guestions of memory. It is arguably questions of

style which should concern us.

Everytime we interview, we in essence receive a saga, in the old
sense of the meaning of 'things said'. It is often a family saga.
Njal's Saga, that 13th century Icelandic tale of everyday folk,
whatever claims Icelandic saga scholars may make for a apecific
saga-style independent of an oral tradition, reads to me like a
wonderful interview. But we must remember that it was written to
be read aloud. it represented, if not an cral tradition, at
least an aural tradition. Complete - replete - with family
genealogy, digressions, red herrings, wonderfully circoclocutary
story structure, but most of all a dry laconic style, a - what to
our eyes - appears toc be a sparse economy ocf words and
description. Greater words are not necessary. The narrative is
so complicated and multi-faceted that we learn about our
characters without having to be told about them, we hear their
everyday comments, their asides, as reported speech within a long
intimate narrative, It is assumed that we know the physical,
social and emotional landacape of the saga. Therefore we can be
priveleged to be party to participate in it. The reader does not
need to be introduced, subjected to behaviour analysis,

It's all terribly commonsensical. And

Although there is clearly a thousand years which

170

separates us from the setting of the saga, we are immediately

dravn into its conversation, its discourse.

I think that many, many of our interviews have those gqualities,
They are stories, perceived to be such by their tellers,
sometimes they are literally sagas. Perhapa we should treat then
as such, that we should create, or recreate, a new genre. For
t he moment we break up those narratives, isolate a paragraph here
or there, we break up the magic of them. Clearly, not all
interviews have this quality - but the best interviews are given
by the best story nmwwmnm.. And, again, the stories may have use

for us as historians, but they also have a quality which extends

b-eyond that use.

We should, perhaps, look too at the triggers we use to preompt
memory. In my own family - and I'm sure my family is reasonably

representaive, - marriages, funerals in particular act as

triggers for 2 range of family stories. Indeed, one might almost
say there is a category of ’'marriage’ stories, a category of
‘:tuneral' stories, a repertoire of tales which relate =ometimes
to the individual at the centre of this particular rites de
passage, but alsoc relate to the whole category of marriages,
funerals, christenings etc. They clearly serve a purpose, within
the family and within the family ethos and system of beliefs,

within the family's historical and social context. Much as, for

i nstance, Irish folk tales were catalogued according to genre, or
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Morecver,, the same story may be told in several ways by the same
person. Which version does one take - assuming that each version
will reflect the process of infinite mental balancing which
shifts constantly in memory - and language - between our
experience, language, maturity, the prompts or triggeras to such
stories, how are they changed to meet the audience...These kinds

of problems have been aired.

But, when we extract even further, remove a paragraph here, a
paragraph there, to support our particular argument, we are
removing it so far from the context as to remove many of the
subtleties - of communication, of language, context, connections.
We are effectively replacing that whole experience and
substituting our own, In many ways, the two may be close. We
can inject, say, a description of class experience for which oral
history is corrobative evidence., As historians, that is

inevitably what we do, But is it enough?

Are we actually losing much, much more of the potential of the
material. And are we denying it its autonomy, the circumstances
of its collection, its own particular history as a story. In
effect, do we neutralise its potential and its authority,

a3 a person's life description ~ to suit our ends and those of

z Al / YA ni% i Qua
historical evidence? f\:?ﬁ fhe 'l ane ...ﬂ. Q\ f
2/” <
£

Qa rﬁ\.\_:a\ und iq\\t\v\.}% afexl - S&nchiri doney

I am not sure how, if this is so, we can achieve resolution. At

one level it may be that we have to simply look at the
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conventions and the context in which we present oral material,
Many oral history testimonies, and I am guilty of this myself -
are written out in intractible blocks, like texts rather than
like stories. We 'read' - literally and metaphorically -
different meanings and connotations into the written word
depending on how it is presented. And more, we ‘'read®
transcribed speech differently from the primarily written word,
because the grammatical structure is different. This may well
delay reaction time to any reasponse, and elicit Jdifferent

reaponse from that intended in an original conversation.

Perhaps we should think hard about the conventions in which cral

history is presented. I am thinking of three examples. In the

field of adult literacy, picneers like Sue Shrapnel and Jane Mace

are transcribing recorded speech into blank verse, It is a literary

convention which exists already precisely tc cater for the
rhythms of speech, the spoken word. Or Angela Hewins The Dillen
which locks like a story, which is exactly what it is. Or Raphael

Samuel's East End Underworld? Three very different presentations,

but all of which capture some of the drama of story telling,
and retain as far as it is possible, the communications history
of the story teller and, as far as it is possible, a democratic

relationship.

Which brings me to my final point, by way of a postscript.

The (new)} wave of oral history had as its impetus a
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Our tendency to think about time principally in relation to
work i{s part of a general bias in our efforrs to describe and
analyse the kind of socleties in which we live. Sociologists
stress the rational and ipnatrumental characteristics of
industrial societies. They devote a great deal of effort to
scudying work places, particularly those which are large,
bureaucratically structured and technically sophisticated. Their
theories laupress upon us the determining influences of systems of
production. The objects of their study, at least until recently,
have generally been men. This leads to a distortion of our
images of such societies and to a gross neglect of many aspects
of social life which lie outside the work place. Critical
awareness of this {s beginoing to appear., For example,
Granovetter (1984) polants to the disproportionate actention paid
to large enterprises and the effects of this on our understanding
of work processes and labour markets; Gershuny (1978) and Pahl
(1984) and others, looking at the impacts of technical change and
recession gshow how the naure of work itself is changing; and, of
course, the women's movement has forced us to explore more
seriously than before the role of women in the workforce and in
the home. This kind of awareness should lead us to question
taken-for-granted views about the dominance of 'organisational
time' and compel us to look in particular at the signficance of

women as the active agents in the shaping of 'social time'.

Alongside the rhythaos and routines dictated by the work-
place there exists something that we can call 'family time' or

'domestic time', a distinctive patterning of a large area of

social life in which affective and expressive activity is
intimarely mingled with, rather than separated from, instrumental
roles., In the last few years changes in the pature of western
economies have served to reveal the importance om.non|4onw time’
and, more precisely, of 'family time'. Most workers, certainly
most manual workers, have experienced some reduction in the hours
they spend in formal employment, so-called flexi-time has allowed
a good many to exercise a minimal discretion over the time they
spend at work; changes in technology have made possible the
dispersal of some economic activities so that part of the job may
be done at home and most important of all, for the working-class,
unemployment has left millions without the externally imposed
rhythms of shifts or nine to five routines. As this has happened
and as sociologists have begunm to explore the world of the
‘informal economy' or the lives of women so the salience of a
temporal order which has always been there, paralleling that of
the work-place, becomes more obviocus. Using materials from life—
higtory interviews with a sample of working-class women in
Scotland we shall try to explore this countervailing temporal
order. It is an order which i3 'fami-centric' - which reflects
the distinctiveness of female roles and responsibilities. From

it women derive power, security and identity.

The distinctiveness of women's experience of time

This derives in part, but only in part, from biology.
Physically girls develop earlier than boys. Puberty occurs soume

two to three years earlier among females, as does the



Ll

.uaa.u 341 3% Y3712 3Inoqe LTuo sea [ puw ‘snoog
UOTIBI BYI UT IIylouw woxz uodnod auo L proa
sa®y 1,0PpTROD Iayjom B ‘satiavold Iyl TT™ PIP 1

‘PTes ‘iwm prioy Pucdes Iy3 Suranp dn 813 oym ‘uosndzai “sIK

‘(€861 ‘dnoxn Lpnag s,usmom Mo8seTH) RIomisu dyysulx IQy UT SIIYIO

10 §3TOUN PUE saune .munuuna.vnmnw 20¥ 8363 IBRTTWTS® Ino Lixed
Layz hﬂ.ﬁsncﬁwwuu,o *S2TTTUET 23IBTPOURY DAC ITAY3 o3 *‘Suyddoys
pue Furysesm ‘Suuesio ‘Buriood aye3jaspun osTe Loyyl Lyjusnbazjuy
JoN "BUTPUTHPITUS JO. 6¥6TI U3 Wo oxe3 o3 sTayd o3 STTEF IT ‘TIT
10 jussqE ST a0 s9Tp jusied ¥ alaym BaTITER] 28043 UT 10 Pauspang
-I2A0 2JB SI3YI0W 3I3YM SITTTWEJF ,umum.m oy *$3TITITqTsuodsaa
iTnpe jyo 28uex = Jo ‘ol LTIw® Lisa ® 1e Ba330 ‘vorzdunssy
2Yy31 pu® POOYPTIYD IO BOTIPTA1IQqe @yl a7dmexs 103 axe]
*usm moly jiede wayi 396 LT3IBWIITN UYOTYM PUP UIWOM STETI-JUTiIoa
Jo SaaTl 9yl ul sveTduowmod aie YITYA suielred Tricdmal jo

SPTTY SYl JO SOUIPTAD UoInW IpFaoid STETISINW MILAISINY BYL

*JWEI HTOTD aayevaiad
$37 PUB UOTIDB IATIDIIIR ‘2AT798821dx? 103 sarijunizoddo payrmIT
S3F Y3IFAM %I0a JOo PTIOM BY3 U S3TOX UTBW IOyl 4e7d 03 IF Sujamer
uT £3TNOTIFTP ou 2awy ITTA £24y3l 2JF] I23e] U} 3843 os ,Butaoy
Jo pyiom, sTY: moxy LTIe? SOATSSWSIY3 22UBISIP 03 padeinodus
21® L9Y3 98ned3q s40q IO0F 9seD °Y3 u..un ST §TY3l ‘asaemop
*{1Twe3 pue amoy JO WTSII 3YI YITA PATFTINAPT LI°8070 ufemal o3
dNuTIUCY 43Y3 I8NEISY UOTIVEI[TTOOF IDIRT UT STITE I03 amws 8yl
gonm uyPmai 03 pual sSIVITISF 98IYL .hu.ﬂuo.num ‘SOWNEST 3T WIS

8anoas 190W Y3 ‘IwWr3 Juelzodwy isom ay3 ST LTTWRI pUR SmOY IY3

Y3TA pPajoauECD aSmFI ‘ULIPTTYD TTEWS IC4 “I0U ST 5,3T%M ¥ YoIga
Lem B uy 3ITY uaon.uaounu ENONGTICOD ST IWTI JO 9suas 8,9TOWa] ¥
eyl aoey enu. OST® INq daoqe pIqTIOEIP SIDUInbes m&uun.ﬁuuﬂu aq
woxy 33ed oy m.un:..u STqL .us.._"u 103 T9a3 PU® JO Isuas unuu..u“mu.u

® dawy o1 3ydne3 s1e 10 saiyfnbor moysmos saTEmE pue sITEK

pRsTUOAYIUNAS AT3BAU 10U aw L9y3 eyl
SNOTAQO ST 3T ‘saTvmay puv gaTRW Jo saBessed snjels Syl puw swyol
Y3 INOQE ATTYI oA I *SWYILYI SUPPUNED TAO BI] S¥ TISM BB ‘inooo
TTITA 3T Y2Tum 3% 37240 23FT @43 UTF 3ufod 8yl Jo smIal ut If
Inoq® L3TTrqE3oTpRad Jo 3ax8ap ' sey 003 eyl puw sjusied Suisle
Jo spasu ay3l Jog SulI¥D JOo SITITTTQTSuU0dSaX 2yl o axes oya
usmwWeM ST 3} ‘PINITNI IN0 TUF ATROWMOD *WIIPTIYD pu¥w.s3IuWEIU} Jo
8paau a3yl 03 punoq L(Teiodwsl sysel Fo o8uEx ® AWNESE YIXTQPTFYS
Y3tsa puer uam ueyl 1s8uncf Lxiem uvaumom LrisoR “*pooyzazsurde
10 20oU3DE37OPE JO 23%16 Y1 I0p “28wi9se no 003 08 fsdoq 10%
uBRy3 8TIT2 07 10FTave spue ‘Louapuadsp jo poriad ¢ 6@ .uoop:ua,nnu_
.uau.u ay3 ALyesyolad wmn ale “sessed u.nm,ﬂ. # YOTYs y3noiyl
sa8e1s 3yl 03 IRTIWTE YSNoy3 ‘ool 389yl PUE [PNPIATPUT Y 103
JusmdoTaa3p TETOOR 30 u,umnam ine }IBW YITYM STOTIVIAUGD TRID08

Jo 398 ® sasodmT 8INITND yo®e swyidyl Te>1S8otorq yous uwedp

*£10387Y
Teuosiad 8,0PMOMA B UT I3YJOouw jJo 3IWIS Yl sTFUSTS pue aseyd auo
03 pUa SNOTAQC PUR DTII09de ® s3uriq 3JTes3T eenedousm ayl *mouy
10UTED 9TEW ® YITYM IFTL n.uauﬂo.u 2 03 m.aaou v sea1® 89ATOAUY
1T YdTym swyldya TeEIFWIYD0Yq n‘u.nnaou‘ o,nu pUE uoj3IENIISUST

‘asnedousaw 03 431aqnd wmoxg -, 3ands yimoid, Jurdluwvdmoosow



178

Mrs. Morton who had a family of eight but worked long hours

in a ahop said of her eldest daughter,

Oh aye, Anita ... she was the boss o' them all.

She kept all the little 'uns in their place. ‘Nita

done all the housework. She was the boss from the

time she was aboot seven.
No doubt these patterns are leas common now than a generation or
two ago, after all, families are smaller and, on the whole,
healthier, but such patterns are far from extinct, Two things

about them deserve particular comment.

First, the fact that from an early age women stand at the
intersection of different sorts of time. Their caring for
$iblings and other domestic duties bring into conflict two
different types of time, We see clearly the demands of 'family
time' clashing with those or 'organisational time' in the form of

the school schedule.
Mrs. Payne recalls,

Whenever m' mother had a2 baby I had t' stay off
school f' a month. I lost a lot o' education. I
had t' stay off a month at a time, t' help with
everything that was going on in the house ...
cooking, washing, scrubbing. I did that £f' 1 was
aboot eight year old. In fact, I've doue things
since I was younger.

Similarly Mra. Crawford remarked,

My school report said, “She does her best but lower
marks this term because she lost so many months
schooling”. That's when m' mother was ill. Well,
I just couldna go t' the school. Ia fact I had t’
run up t’ sit the exam and come running back home
straight after it.

-

Mrs. MacKenzie, eldest surviving daughter of a family of
twelve said,
Every sc often 1 was off the school t' watch the
others, t' let m' mother get the washing done. I
was off one day a week or one day a fortnighe.

We frequently find that the 'stratification of time' as Lewis
and Weigert ( 1981) call it, is not ordered hierarchically in what
they take to be the usual way. 'Family time' may well take
precedence over 'organisational time'; the externally and
formally determined demands of the education system may well rank
below the domestic ones. This is merely the esarliest of many
points in a woman's life where 'family time' will take priority

over the time frames of formal ipstitutions.
~

Secondly, we see how the early assumption of these domestic
roles binds very young females into a set of family and kinship
relactions which, in the case of most working-class women, will
continue to have importance throughout their lives. The strength
of these ties must stem in part from the very early assumption of
quasi-adult roles and entry to an affectively charged network
that, constitutes the 'world of women'. It is a world in which a
child develops a sharp senge of the periodicity of the female
life history, for etatus within it attaches to being 'a married
woman', 'a mother', or 'a grandmother'. It is also a world
therefore in which a sense of ‘generational time' grows up.
Alongside the cousciousness of the recurrent sequences enjoined
by domestic chores, there grows an awareness of that specifically

female family history that binds the generations together.
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his personal recreation, time to be with his pals, was often
effectively set by his wife, just as earlier it had been set by
his mother. Anita Barr {llustrated this point well whila talking
about her mother and father,

M' mother and father have separate social lives

which a lot o’ folk'go on about. They say that

shouldna be if you're a married couple. He goes

doon to Carrooshore, doon t' the Club doon there

cos he's a member, whereas m' mother's a member in

Stenhousemuir. 'N' she a'wa's goes theras on a

Friday oight 'n' m' father goes doon there cos he's

got the snooker doon there y' see 'n” m' mother's a

bingo fanmatic. On it's her that encourages n'

father right enough. She likes t' be a'wa' £f' him

£'a while, get some peace and have a driok wi' me

'n' the girls.
Women come to feel that time in and of the family ultimately
'belongs’ to them and s 'thelrs' to control as they wish and it
is this which lies at the heart of women's poweyr. Because of
their situated role women come Lo control the timetable or
schedule of family life and routine tasks and timings come to be
overlain with a moral force, extending well past individual women
and their families and out into the community. Women coatrel
both the internal and external timetables of members of thelir
families. Within the house it is maialy women who decide who is
to do what and when; but they also determine, to a large extent,
how outside time demands, in terms of leisure, are accommodated
to fit in with the rhythms of family life They decide how much

time should be devoted to the family as compared with coapeting

demands from groups or individuals outside it.

We will now begin to move on to look at specific examples of
recurrent time patterns. These provide, in terms of recognisable
periodicities and timing, an easily comprehensible illustracion
of how the time that women ‘preside’ over, which is to aay, the
time that women essentially organise, become responsible for and
predominantly take part in, appears in the form of and ts
experienced in the form of, distinctly separate bounded areas of
time, each with different qualities and even 'rulesg'. These
periodicities, some long some short, are ceatred around cyclical
gatherings of the nuclear or extended fawmily, mainly upon the
women of the family or the women and children of the family. The
most obvious function of these times of coming together is to
stress and symbolise the idea of ‘'one big, happy family',
surviving quite well in an atmosphere of considerable equality,
comfort and happiness, irrespective of objective conditions in
'normal' time outside the family context. However, just as
important is the fact that such activities have the purpose of
precisely establishing rigid boundaries within which tasks and
relationships are recognised and agreed upon by all concerned to
be Tegulated in a certaln way, to be of salience, and to be
different from other tasks and relationships, either within the

family or outside it.

Set meal times are perhaps the best example of daily
routine. Working-class families tend to eat at least one meal
together, if not more. This is often the evening meal, more
usually referred to as 'tea', and rnot infrequently also the

mnidday meal refarred to as 'dinnmer’. This means that none of the
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Why should it be that a high degree of predictabiliry, even
rigidity, 18 built into the lives of working-class familiag 15
this way? Why do the women go to such lengths to structure
activities in this way? The answer seems to lie in the need to
establish order upon what is teally a precarious and chaotie
world. Working-class families live continuously with insecurity
=~ with the possibility of job loss, of injury or illneas ot
premature death - and they live with this to a much greater
extent than middle-class families da. They also live with
scarcity. Most things are scarce ~ tangible things like money,
food, and space: intangible ones like dignity and time. Just as
money has to be carefully divided out, so too does space. You
will still hear the maxiwm 'a place for everything, everything in
its place', particularly among the wost 'respectable’ families.
And time is treated in a similar fashion. Indeed, the salience
of time in the lives of working-class women derives in part from
the fact that it is more maleable than other items, is something
which although bounded is more controllable than other things.
Detailed temporal structures give a measure of security in an
uncertain world, the non-recurrent ores probably more so than the

recurrent ones.

Women, power and the shaping of time I1: nom—recurrent time

It was Leach (1971), following on from the work of Evans—
Pritchard, who made the distinction between recurrent and non-
recurrent time. S0 far we have emphasised the fact that in

working-class family life there are regular and recurring events,

the rouad of daily or weekly chores and such like, but in the
life space of women there is alsoc a highly developed
consciousness of and engagement with non~recurrent time, and
under this all-embracing label with what we will call
'generational time'. We are all aware that like all living
things we are born, mature, grow old and die; that we have a
life cycle and that this is irreversible. The sequence is

immitable; the stages caannot be repeated.

It is not difficult to explain why women should have a
sharper appreciation of this than men, for {t is women who give
birth to new life and particularly in working-class communities,
it is women who are most »nnwn.»nmww connected with the management
of the crucial events that wark the stages of the life-cycle, from
the cradle to the grave. Traditionally, at least, births,
marriages and deaths were matters over which women exercised
collective control (Chamberlain and Richardson, 1981). At each of
these polnts women were drawn together in a co-operative
intergenerational network. Until the creation of the National
Healrth Service, it was common to find that one or two women,
usually older women and often in the family, playing the role of
midwives, giving help and advice in the various stages of
pregnancy and attending and managing the actual birth. Quite a
few of the Scottish respondents had had their babies delivered by
their own mothers or grandmothers. Similarly, at the other end of
the life-cycle, death was a matter for women. We have yet to come
across an instance in accounts of working-class culture where a

man laid out the dead, washed and dressed the corpse or organised
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No. I don't think even Mum would talk about these
days to us really.

Finally in this asection, we can show how recurreat and nop~
recurrent time become intertwined to keep generational time always
to the forefront of this world of women. One salient daily
pattern is that of daily visiting among kinfolk, particulariy
between mothers and daughters. This is still prominent in
working-class communities because mothers and daughters scill for
the most part live reasonably close to each other and rely much
less on practical help offered by formal institutions than that
from kin. Highly personalised bonds are positively preferred when
assistance with matters such as money or children is needed. A
great many of the women we spoke to in the early 1980s still lived
within a few streets of their wmothers and/or daughters, and
several even lived in the same house, a situation quite like that
found by Young and Willmott in the Bethnal Green of thirty years
ago,

And s0 it went on - 'My Mum comes round at about

3.15 -~ she comes regularly to spend the afternooca’;

"Mum's always popping in here - twelve times a day

I should say’ ... We usually have dioner round at

her place'; 'She's always popping in here' ...

'Popping in' for a chat and a cup of tea is the

routine of normal family life.
Rosella Hendersou's daughter was a widow who had a family of her
own, a house of her own and a full-time driving job on school
meals but she made a point of calling in on her mother at least
once a day,

Well, when she's on the bottom run she comes up
when she's finished. That's like down this way.

When she's on the bottom run she comes up £’ her

dinner. She's just in gbout half an hour f' her

dinner. She comes in and I maybe have a salad or

boiled egg or a poached egg or something like that

« but when she’s oo the top rum ... I don't see

her till she's finished about half past two .,, I

see her every day.
Young and Wilmott remark upon this particular temporal aspect of
daily life,

The daily lives of many women are not confined to

the places where they sleep; they are spread over

two or more households, ia each of which they

regularly spend part of their time.
And even if mothers and daughters are not physically present at
one or the other's house every day, we found that a certain kinpd
of presence is maintained by very lengthy conversations on the
‘phone or if the women happened to be amateur radio enthusiasts,
ag they were 1o one of the families we interviewed, on the 'rig'.
Christine Sutherland lived about 2 mile down the road from her Mum
and they saw each other at least four times a week but she pointed
out,

I speak to Mum on the rig for a good long time

practically every night.

Regular weekly vigits often supplement the sometimes
haphazard day-to-day popping in and out. Weekly visits are more
'formal' than the daily contacts, being routinely set for more or
legs exact times when other female members of the family will also
certainly be there, Christine Sutherlacd, who has just been

menticned, sees her mother and two sisters every Wedensday at

twelve o'clock, and another respondent Mrs. Todd remarked,
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Our argument {s that despite what is often claimed abour the
wniserable lot of women and their oppresasive existence, it is women
who provide the best examples of how instrumental and expressive
activities can not only be joined but can be enjoyed. It is
perhaps at the cyclical extended family gatherings described
earlier that this is most obviously displayed and experienced.
Despite the fact that working-class women have always by necessity
been incredibly bard workers both within and outside the family,
coping with lirtle money, poor facilities and large families,
their spirit for fun and enjoyment, for 'having a laugh’, remains
strong throughout and is regularly displayed to their children.
This point can be nicely illustrated by some memories of childhood

that Mrs. Ronald recalled,

M" Mum was a beautiful dancer. It was natural in
her T thipk ... I remember on winter’'s nights, y’
know, y' weren't out t' play because it was toao
cold and y'd nothing to' do, we'd come in quite
migerable ... and Mum would say, "Well go and tell
Doreen Davidson, May Lomax and Jenny Miller, Go
and get thewm up and I'll teach y' a few steps o'
the Highland Fling”. 'N' when we'd come back up
the carpets were all rolled away, the shiny
linoleum was every place and y' all stood in a row
vso We used t' have great fun, really great fun, y’
know. Oh she did that regularly for us...

To quote once more from Csikszentmihali's perceptive piece,

Genuine expressive models are essential for
soclalisation to be effective. Without them, there
is no reason for youth to want to be adults. The
continuity of a culture, with its values, its
institutions, and its roles, is assured only so
long as each rising generation can be convinced
that {t's worth growing up. In this sense
enjoyment i3 the basic or unilt of imitation that
must be passed on 1f a given soclial system 1is to
survive over time ... It is important to know how a
soclety produces its means of subsistence, but it

might be more important to kanow what pleasures it
can give its members. (1981)

Enquire about that matter and you are led to the world of women

and to a temporal order in which they, not men, have power.
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power because what they really wanted to do was act out their
neurotic anger at their parents. Rothman and Lichter conclude
that "these young people were attempting to deal with naricissw-
tic injuries by further undermining an already weakened cultu-
ral superego and ego." (2)

Mcre commonly, observers have criticized New Leftists for
demphasizing the acquisition and weilding of state power in fa-
vor of cultural activity: changing the way people live, eat,

dress, relax, love, talk and think. In his recent book The Trou-

UHmm"wgmzbawnmmﬁoowwmnmeﬁrmzo<msmbw of the '60s, Joseph
Conlin charged that: "The Movement could never quite untangle
politics and culture radicalism, the difference between funda-

mental social relationships on one hand, and life style- —fads

and fashions- on the other." (3). In a similar vein, David Za-
ne Mairowitz argued that the American Left's historic inability
to acquire power led the New Left to renounce politics in favor
of culture:

All the left-wing movements attempts at gain-
ing concrete political power have been crushed:
most of its dreams for changing Bmerican concious
ness are sheer pretense. As the movement is fa-
ced, decade upon decade, with the bleak facts, it
turns increasingly to ac¢tivities in the cultural
field and builds itself fantasies of political
significance in lieu of the real thing. 1In the
same manner, one man's reaction to the political
stone wall and to his own helplessness is to di-
rect his radical impulse toward redesigning him-
self.

In contrast to the negative view, the second school of
tought on this guestions views the New Left approach to power
as essentially innovative and healthy. It arques that the New
Left did not simply aveoid the question of power, but rather ap-
proached it from a different and interesting angle. This school,
though definitely a minority view, would include observers such
as Nigel Young, Massimo Teodori, and to some extent, Richard
Flacks. The most interesting recent work in this school is
Community and Organization in the New Left, by sociologist Wi-
ni Breines. (5)

Breines's study, published in 1982, argues that the New
Left strategy for acquiring power was marked not so much by
irrationality and confusion as by the attempt to combine ins-
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trumental and "prefigurative" concerns. Prefigurative is the
term Breines uses to describe the radicals' attempts to use
their movement to prefigure the good society, to explore the
ways that power would be used in such a society. Could power
be compatible with love? How would power be used in a truly
participatory democracy? The prefigqurative experiment further
required that the tactics and organizational structures used by
the movement to acquire power reflect the ideals of community,
demccracy, and interpersonal behavior that the New Left hoped
to institute throughout society. The means are the ends, in
the classic New Left phrase. Projecting its evolving vision

of the future in this way proved to have a practical aspect as
well: it helped attract new recruits to the movement.

The New Left's need to develop a new vision is historica-
lly rooted. Attractive visions of the good society were hard
to find in the deadlocked yvears of the late 1950s. But off
from the vital radical tradition by the nearly hegemonic effect
of anti-communism, the young founders of the New Left 'saw ar-
ocund them only the calcified residue of earlier movements: cold
war liberalism, and cold war Stalinism. Bureaucratic, anti-de—
mocratic institution such as the AFL-CIO and totalitarian, anti-
democractic societies such as the Soviet Union presented equa-
1lly unappealing visions of the future. Developing a new vision
and attempting to put it in practice was the New Left way of
trying to avoid the fate of earlier generations of radicals.
Seen in this light, the importance of the civil rights move-
ment is obvious. Breine's study is weak on history, and she
misses the historical parallels between the New Left and va-
rious 19th Century radical movements, but her insight into the
prefigqurative or utopian side of the New Left is valuable no-
netheless.

In Breine's analysis the prefigurative project lay behind
the New Left stress on participatory democracy, its experiments
with alternative institutions, and its concern with personal
relations within the movement. But according to Breines, the
New Left differed from most utopian movements in that it also
aspired to the acqusition of power. "Prefigurative politics",
Breines writes, "were never flatly ad odds with all and any
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example, helped Rapp and her comrades at two levels: they could
explore possible models of the good society hand, at the same
time, pool the energy necessary to take part in the movement.
"Our feeling was that we could critique the culture, stablish
alternatives in the belly of the monster, and mobilize people
-because, in fact, it was more fun and more viable to live in
a new way."

What would Lipset and others of his school make of this?

I have only beoun to scratch the surface of this history, but
already it is clear to me is that Breine's analysis is the mo-
re helpful of the two. Lipset and others like him are not en-
tirely wrong, but their view is too simple. They are right that
the New Left did not pursue state power with the singleminded-
ness of either the Communist Party or the New Right. But their
analysis assumes that all questions about power are entirely
settled; any actions not directly related to its acguisition
they dismiss as "expressive" or worse. Breine's more complex
analysis comes closer to the truth. The New Left raised ques—
tions about the meaning of power, and experimented with new ways
acquiring and weilding it. Like most experiments, this experi-
ment succeded in some ways, and failed in others. Though the
New Left did not suceed in acquiring lasting power for itself,
its impact on American society was nonetheless profound. The
contradictions of the New Left projecte were particularly clear
around the issue of the Vietnam War. I'd like to tell one more
story that I think illustrates some of these contradicions.

One of the biggest events in the history of the anti-war
movement at Michigan was the 1965 anti-war teach-in, which spar-
ked a wave of teach-ins across America. Historians of all schools
generally agree that the U of M teach-in marks the birth of the
nationwide mass movement against the Vietnam war. The impact of
the Michigan teach-in is hard to understand if we look at in a
instrumental level, for at that level the teach-in was merely
a conference on the war. But it was also something more. Again
and again, people I interviewed told me that the teach in was
important not only because it gave them information about the
war, but also because of its prefigurative aspects: it seemed
to embody a vision of the ideal university, and suggested ways
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that informed citizens would participats in meaningful debate

in a true democracy. This ¢ave the teach-in an electric quali-
ty, especially at Michigan., For example, one man compared the
teach-ins to his classroom experiences: "I always had this ima-
ge that college was poing to be something different, something
far out, and education was really going to happen. But it was
nothing different than high school. My idea of education fit
everything that was happening outside fo the classroom, especia-
lly the teach-ins." and Susan Harding, who a Michigan freshman
in 1965, recalled:

I went to some workshops, which consisted of
somebody with some kind of authority sitting up
in front of the room, and everibody getting in-
to a discussion. I'd never been in anything li-
ke that before. It was like a classroom, only
one that worked, with students speaking, or peo-
ple who were in the audience speaking, and debat-

ing issues. It wasn't just full of people who
agreed with what the teach.in organizers said.
There were people saying, "No, ne, ne.  You can't
say that". And there were arguments. Some of

the excitement of it was the emotional gquality
of the event; it wasn't just dry, academic, neu-
tral discussion; it was charged with meaning and
emotion and political implications. ¥ walked
away from the event transformed.

Building @n the successful combination of prefigurative
and instrumental appeal, the teach-in was an enormous success.
It transformed the terms of the debate about the war on campu-
ses around the country, and laid the around work for a change
in the national climate of opinion. In the years to come the
anti-war movement would grow enormously, putting tremendous
pressure on the American government to withdraw U.S. forces
from Vietnam. What the teach-in did not do, and what the mo-
vement subsequently failed to do, was to point the way towards
the acquisition of sufficient state power to ensure against fu-
ture intervention elsewhere.

This failing was a coommon trait of the New Left-led mo-
vements. In the end, the attempt to combine prefigurative ang
instrumental concerns came apart at the seams. In part becau-
se it embodied a vision of the possible, the New Left helped to
mobilize hundreds of thousands of people around issues ranging
from black rights and women's rights to the war in Vietnam, but
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et pretagenistes, en un sens, dé'un fragment de lthisteire ita-
lienne des années '70 et je pense qu'elles deiveat se cemstruire
A travers une cenfrentatien récipreque seus ferme de dialegue.

La recherche de l'identité féminine s'est seuvent révélée cemme
"la pessibilité de s'exprimer” A& qui ne ltavait pas, & travers
des enqultes et des interviews mais aujsurdthui, peur la cen -
structien de cette identité, l'entrevue deit etre réalisée seus
ferme de "censcience de sei 4 deux veix". Peut-8tre A cause de
cette cenvinctien eu peut-etre aussi parce que j'ai une peur
reeile des silences, diws ces premidres interviewvs , j'interviens
fréquemment en manifestant men apprebatien eu ma désapprebatien.
J'ai 1'impressien qu'aprés aveir dépassé une serte de vide eu
d'incertitude initiale, le disceurs permette d'explerer plusieurs

directiens et devienne plus riche et plus implicant.

2°) Je veudrais ensuite prendre en censidératien, en utilisant
les interviews, des articles de La revue qui sent des transcrip~
tiens de témeignages et d'interviews, de neuvelles élaberatiens
écrites de dépesitiens erales nées durant les rencentres s Yes
réuniens, les experiences de censcience de sei,enregistrées, eu
gardées seus ferme de netes qui sent transfermées ensuite en
"écriture erale” (Gasce, Matteucci, 1981) au de)a des intervievs.
En falt, 1'écriture féministe qui previent de ssurces erales
peut faire apparaltre des preblémes cencernant le peuveir de la
parele et celui de l'écriture car elle censtitue une espéce de
lien entre ces deux experiences, et de part sa caractéristique,
elle feurnit indirectement des indicatiens sur la pratique de

l'eral dans les greupes. Pendant les années '70, 1'"eral féminin"
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s'est chargé de significatiens ayant des incidemces sur la
réalité, si biem au niveau de 1a censcience de sei que dans

la pratique de l'incenscient, si bien dans le dialegue affec-
tif - intellectuel entre les femmes, Les années '70 ent marqué,
dans le meuvement fémimiste des pays eccidentaux, 1'avénement

de l'eral, "qui A la base pessédait un fert peuveir éversif,
L'eral représentait alers une pratique preductrice de cultmrer
(Passerini, 1982). BEn ce qui cencerne 1'écriture, peur peuveir
y accéder, en tant que marratrice - transcriptrice de I'eral
cellectif, signifie teujeurs méme de facens différentes, acqué-
rir un certain peuveir de médiatien et de représentatien eu bien
expliciter e peuveir qui a déja é&té acquis a twavers le ceurage

de 1l'acte eral.

En ce qui cencerne la revue "Ssttesepra", elle fait sem appari-
tien en 1972 grace & l'initiative de quelques greupes féministes
de Milan, dans le but explicité dans le premier numére, de ré-
pendre 4 la demande trés vivement ressentie de recueillir et de
publier les expériences menées et de créer un instrument qui fa
verise les débats et qui serve de liemn entre les greupes ita-
liens: il stagit denc de faveriser la cemmunicatien 2 wn mniweau
natienal (entre les greupes cennus en Italie). L'sbjectif peli-
tique est de "censtruire un meuvement féministe qui représente
quelque chese de plus que l'existence plus eu meins cennue de
ces différents greupes de femmes". Car méme si le petit greupe
reste,de teutes facens, le peint de référence primaire, il est

nécessaire de censtruire "une réalité diverse de celle du petit
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un enceuragement 4 centinuer ces activités sur le plarn prefes-
sienrel et & un nriveau spécialisé;
"S - Par exemple, ... A.F. qui était graphiste, disens qu'eile
débutait dans le métier, avait créé le jeurnal; ensuite
M. qui était phetegraphe (phetegraphe assistante, 2

cette épeque, je creis...)

1o
1

c'est-a~dire, c'était seulement le début ...

S - eui, cette chese-la peur laguelle M. a réalisé des Li-
vres de phetsgraphie me semblait intéressante et aujsur-
d'nui i1 me semble quielle centinue, et A.F. travaille
dans un jeurnal el elle s'eccupe de la mise en page,
elle fait exactement ce gqu‘leile avalt fait avant.”

(int. a 5.4.)
Au dell de 1'émetien suscitée par le Ffait d'aveir un lieu, peur
la plupart des persennes le fait de predulre des écrits valahles
esthétiquement reste secendaire. Mais la décisien de publier
teut ce qui arrive devient trés seuvent seurce de divergences:

" 8 -~ Veild, aprés aveir publié¢ l'e premier numére, en s'est
demandé s'il était légitime de centinuer ainsi, de pu-
blier n'imperte queil, et alers en a décidé de ne riea
medifier peur le deuxiéme numére mais ensuite c'était
misérable, cela a été subitement critiqué peur le ré-
sultat en semme."

(int. & S.4.)
Et encere:
"S ~ Veild, je me rappelle que parmi les différentes critiques

qu'il y avait eu i ce prepes, c'est-a-dire qu'en ne peu
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valt pas publier des articles su des merceaux cemme-

Ga; en Semme ﬁ elle mentre un article de :monnUmomHmju“

1ad il y a @ja une élaberatien; c'était celmi-li ie

medéle & suivre.
D - Bn ce qui cencerme qui?
8 - Quelques-unes."

(imt. & S.A.)

L'expérience de "Settesepra”, cemme beauceup &'autres analegues,
en mettant 4 dispesitien un espace nen seulement physique & 11ip
térieur duquel s'exprimer, stimule aussi un precessus de diffé-
renciatien pregressive parmi les persennes dans le greupe: en
remarque, en relisant la revwge, la tendance vers une écriture
teujeurs plus persenrelle et individualisée, dent les peints de
départ et de référence, méme s'ils sent vécus d'une facen cen-—
flictuelle, reste l'eral cellectif du petit greupe.
On y recennait des essais & 1'état embryennaire d'activité 1itté-
raire: c'est-a-dire des activités d'écriture qui se définissent
cemme une cemmunicatien é&largie, publique, imprimée et divalguée
et qui tendemt & dépasser le simple niveau de la mebilisatien
pelitique eu de la preductien individuelle., Cette cemmunicatien
se qualifie cemme un preduit plus médité et cemplexe dans leguel
o nete une ferme de jeuissance esthétique. Ben nembre de ces
écrits appartiennent au demaine pré-littéraire et peurraient
stinsérer dans ce que Frabetta a défimi cemme une serte de "lit-
térature mineure eu tramsitiennelle®, dans laquelie ™ume sépa-
ratien nette entre sphére esthétique et extra-esthétique est
4£j2 en sei difficile A établir® (Frabetta, 1980):
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On treuve aussi, sauvent, des témeignages qui, selen les tran-
scriptrices, "me mécessitent pas de cemmentaires": ils fent
partie du culte de l'expressien immédiate, des tendances ty-
Piques d'une grande partie de la littérature nen essentielle-
ment féminine de ces années-13: "On a recueilli quelques témei-
grages, en les publie sans cemmentaires, ils ne sent pas néces
saires® (cf. "Settesepra", 1974, p. 9).

On indique que 1'en n'a pas retranscrit des enregistrements qui
se sent révélés indéchiffrablies eu bien que "le texte qui suit
me représente que la transcriptien partielle d'un travail de
greupe™ (cf., "Settesepra", 1976, p. I2).

On treuve aussi des preblémes qui sent apparus durant des ex-
périences de veyages entre femmes et les ermregistrements ainsi
que les écrits permettent d'en censerver les seuvenirs cemme les
reflexiens élaberées durant des rencentres successives : "elles
sent retranscrites telles quelles cemme neus les avens exprimées
en y insérant des netes prises durant le veyage" (cf. "Setimse-
pra", 1976, p. S0).

Et denc d' autres questiens surgissernt: cemment ce travail basé
sur l'enregistrement et la transcriptiern a-t-il faverisé eu au
centraire mawmowm ltaute—analyse dans le greupe? est-ce que les
rapperts imntermes au greupe ent subi des medificatiens & la suite
de ce travail? peurquei et qui s'est chargé de ces preblémes? est-
ce qu'en relisant aprés ceup, il est apparu une censure dans la
tetranscriptien des textes? est-ce que le cheix du disceurs di-
rect eu indirect a été discuté eu nen? et la signature avec seu-

lement le prénem? y-a-t-il eu une certaine prise de censcience
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au niveau de l'inadéquatien de la transcriptien par rappert &
la cemmunicatien werbale dans le greup?

Je cenclue en cenfrentant un autre fragment d'une des premidres
interviews avec une ebservatien intéressante sur l'écriture Fé-
ministe, qui pwurrait devenir une des directiens pessibles psur
centinuer ce travail.

"S$ - Eh, eui, en fait, c'est peur cela que l'en n'tavait
plus le ceurage d'écrire; peur parler bien sir, en
parlait beauceup, tu t'ern seuviens? et denc enregi-
strer et retranscrire représentait jelle deu une
serte d'échappateire.™

(imt. & S.A.)
Veici 1'avis d'Elisabeth Rasy & prepes de ces teXtes autebie-
graphiques "parlés" écrits a la premiére persenne:

"On s'appuie sur le disceurs direct, immédiat, sur 1l'expres-

sien & la premiére persemne, cemme si la veix, c'est-3 dire

les différentes nuances de la velx retranscrites, peuvaient
pretéger la femme &crivain du 'puits ebscure' de l'écriture

ell e féminin et le mascutim s'enfencent dans une mert i-

dentique” (Rasy, 1984).
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in, or very near, Nuremberg in the years 1900-1912, and grew
up in the "working class suburbs™ of the town. Their fathers
were usually skilled tradesmen or factory workers, although
not necessarily in metalworking professions. Their mothers
were housewives and usually went about some sort of paid
work, often at home, as the fathers' earnings alone were not
sufficient to support large families. So a frugal way of
life, if not absolute poverty, was a central experience
during childhood. In the main, their parents took up a
social-democratic standpoint and were trade union members,
this usually being determined by the fathers,

As children our interviewees were already being taken along
to parties and celebrations as well as political meetings of
labour organisations and took part in the games there; as a
result, the terms "trade union” and "social-democracy"
became central features of the first ten years of their
lives. Their child's view of the world was influenced not so
much by political agitation as by experiencing the labour
movement as a collective community. Growing up in the back-
yard atmosphere of the town's working class areas in the old
town, in the suburb of Wdhrd, and, more especially, in the
southern suburbs, whose factory belt and multi-storey blocks
of flats constituted the actual working class sphere of
existence, they shared typical experiences: narrow, cramped
accomodation, meagre nourishment, the backyards and streets
as their playground. They formed gangs, which gave them the

feeling of belconging to a group, especially when rival gangs

fought amongst each other.

While they were at school, theilr teacher, who at this time,
before or during World War I, had the same class for 7, and
from 1919, for 8 years, often had a formative influence on
them. At schocl they had their first experience of their own
ability, of preferential treatment and discrimination, of
fair and unfair treatment. Some were obliged to go on with
their education at other schools, like middle or grammar
schools. However, as far as our interviewees are concerned,
this school career ended when they began their apprentice-
ships: We are unable to say whether any individuals from
this generation with working class backgrounds attained
higher school certificates or even academic qualifications.
One of the central experiences of childhood and early vyouth
was the First World War. The structure of the family was
altered by the absence of the father, who had to go to war
as a soldier. Left to her own devices, the mother had to
provide for the family as well as keeping it together. Their
relationship with their mother was thus strengthened and
most of the interviewees developed a very strong sense of
attachment to her. The difficulties of finding adequate
supply of food because of the war bound the family even
closer together. Many suffered the devastating experience of
hunger and need during the war, especially in the infamous
"turnip winter" of 19317, when it was often not even possible

to get bread.
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deeply involved than during their apprenticeship, and many
belonged to several oryganisations at the same time. Some
made out a regular weekly "timetable" to coordinate their
spare-time activities: Monday at the sports club, Tuesday
at the variety show at the Apcllo Theatre, Wednesday was
trade union evening, Thursday sport again, Friday at the
cinema and Saturday and Sunday out walking in the country.
In this way an independent and extremely solid working
class milieu grew up; they influenced it, gave it their
support, and, naturally, felt at home there. Common symbols
also exemplified this sense of community: flags and emblems,

songs and rituals. "Our greeting was always just "Friend-
3)

ship"": that is how Ernst Meinking aptly put it. The high
spot of this period was the organisation of the Second
Festival of the Association of Working Class Sport Movements
attracting 80,000 participants. The generation's formative
process reached a conclusion when they discarded the older
generation's lifestyle. The reformation of this lifestyle
was proclaimed: the choice of a "simple life" was
consciously made; they abstained strictly from smoking and
drinking alcohol and took up a stance of moderation in their
personal lives. In the conclusion of this process they found
themselves.

Although they had an overall sense about belonging within
the labour movement as a whole, conflicts arose again and

again about the "right path to socialism", or "reform vs

revolution”, or the "evolutionary vs radical” reform of

society. The majority remained social-democrats, but there
were already signs that the process of a split in the
generation was beginning. In the "Battleship Debate" of _wmma
a great many people lost confidence in the Social Democratic
Party of Germany {(SPD), while the Communist Party of Germany
(KPD) , the Socialist Workers Party (SAP) and the Free
Socialists gained alot of new support. The conflict reached a
climax in the KPD's social fascism theory, in which the SPD
was declared the major political enemy; this dealt a serious
blow to the unity of the labour movement. Splits in the
make-up of the generation were now evident. On account of
the Great Depression nearly all suffered years of unemploy-
ment towards the end of the decade, but despite this common
experience there was less and less agreement about how to
combat the crisis, and more especially about how to fight
the political enemy, that is the National Socialists.

ADULT LIFE I

The generation was split U« the coming to power of National
Socialism. Feelings of solidarity broke down under the
weight of political pressure to openly pledge allegiance to
the new system. Although the common origins and experiences
in the working class cultural movement had not vanished from
their memories, the generation no longer followed one common
course. They had learnt to speak their mind freely and to
participate in public political debate, but were now
condemned to silence, that is unless they wished to acclaim

the new system. The greeting "Friendship” had become their

3
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times of the Great Depression, and was consolidated with the
onset of National Socialist rule.

4. "Political Conversion". As a consequence of the continual
influence of Nazi propaganda, of the suggestive effect it
had in nnmmn»nd the feeling that a new political age had
begun, and because of the initial successes of the National
Socialists, some changed sides politically. It was, however,
often not pelitical persuasion, but rather the opportunities
offered by the Nazl organisations that caused this change of
mind: the new-found solidarity of the SA groups replaced
that of the workers' movement; finding work and making a
livelihood were c.onsiderably easier if one professed
support for the system.

Everyday life under the Nazis was marked by continual
increases in the demands on workers, culminating in the
introduction of the 12-hour shift; there was no escape from
this. People tried to grab a "slice of life" in their few
hours of leisure. They went to the pictures or dancing, or
took advantage of the favourable opportunities for weekends
in the mountains or longer holiday trips with the
organisation "Strength through Joy" (KDF). These "KDF-trips"
became a symbol of the system as a welfare state concerned
for its people, while the initial viclence with which the
Nazis came to power was forgotten. With the conguest of
France in 1941 zwnponmw Socialism was at the height of its
power and popularity. There were buf few people left who

still clung to inner resistance.

ADULT LIFE IIX

The National Socialist regime ended with complete and utter
defeat in the Second World War, as well as the extensive
destruction of German cities. Nuremberg was particularly
badly hit, with 91% of all residential property damaged or
totally destroyed. Reconstruction began immediately after
surrender. Our generation, in the prime of life at this
time, found the renewed strength to start all over again.
The process of denazification also began. All those who had
served the Nazi system were removed from their posts and had
to answer for their actions. The day of reckoning had come.
The victims of Nazi repression were now the judges who were
to sit and pass sentence in the so~called denazification
courts. Qur generation was particularly caught up in this:
one part now sat in judgement on ancother, and it is not hard
to imagine how bitter that judgement was made by the long
pent-up feelings of helplessness and aggression against
members of Nazl organisations. Suddenly, even in the view
of world opinion, there were "good" and "bad" Germans, and
and this rift went right across our working class
generation. All those involved in denazification see it,
retrospectively, as a very painful process.

After monetary reform there was a rapid economic upturn.
Many now made good in their careers, something which had
hardly been possible in the hard times of the Third Reich.
Most of those who had been active in the labour movement of

the 20s became involved in trade union activities at work.
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BIOGRAPHIES

We dalibecately optad for three biographies : the biegraphy of George C., a new middle-class son
and the biography of Margriet D., originating from a farmers family mainly confirm the general
picture we are outlining in their respective soclal trajectory; the third biography, however, in
which Truus M. tells the story of her growing up in a working-class family, does not affirn the
qeneral accepted trajectory. We have chosen for these controverzial life stories in the hope to
remove the appasrance of objectivism and determinism, that might be suggested in tracing the social
trajectories and to highlight the specific position of and possibilities with life history material.
We are bore precisely concerned with the harmony and disharmony between subjective Llife stories and
soclal factors of a more general nature,

A schoolmaster from the new middle class

On January 22th. 1894, George C. was born as the first son in the second marriage of Honoré C..

+ vallage constable in W., a rural municipality of almost 2,400 inhabitants. Georges' mother taught
needlework to the pup:la of the local gizrls'school. Bemides the artisans and tradesmen, the village
2f W. numbered 2 population of workers earning thelr living as a home worker or farm-hand, or
working in srick-yards, in chicory-plants and in the flax industry. Georges' grandfather was a
flax-dresser, which was considered to be a specialization among the flax cultivators. On a piece of
lané of approximately 1,800 square yards, he grew vagestables and fruit for private consumption. His
neighbour was his brother Prans, also a flax-dresser. From his youth up, Georges' father, Honoré,
tearned how to dress flax and go attanded school only very irregularly. Nevertheless Honoré turned
out to be very eager to learn. He attended Sunday school until he was eighteen and devoured books.
Later, he would use this knowledge to write letters for illiterate fellow-villagers. After he got
married, Honoré resided in a tavern with a "storehouse and depository and a wide doorway to work
flax". Together with his uncle Frans, he took the risk to set up in business for his own account but
the :ris.s in the flax-industry in the eiqghties led him on the verge of bankruptey, and forced him
~u look for a job with a "big employer®. Re definitely left the flax business when he was appointed
village constable in his native village on November 11th, 1888. He alsc gave up the tavern., Four
Years tater, his wife died. On the 16th of January 1893 he got married to the daughter of a1 self
employed master bricklaver. She dot three children and also took care of the three younger children
crom Hoporé's lirst marriage. Thanks to her financial dowry the two sons from the first marriage
stucled to be a schoclmaster. As for George, who lald bricks together with his uncle Adalard after
he nad finished primary school, a route had been traced out. “Mother wouldn't have one child wear
4 collar on his shirt, and not the other” and as a result George went to a teacher training school.
In 1913, he got his teacher's certificate. After an interim in G., he was appointed schoolmaster

4t the municipal school of Z. in 1916. In 1919 he got married. Next to his job as a teacher he also
worked as an insurance agent, took care of local investments and gave private lessons in masic,

Due to this he could afford to let his childran #tudy 1 two Of his three daughters became school=-
mistresser as well, two sons became Dorctors of [aws and made thelr way In administration and
magistracy. The youngest SOR 15 & gyhaecologist now.

& decent working-class daughter becomes a schoolmistress

Truus M. was born tn 1905 in L., an old Dutch industrial town. Her father, born in Germany, was

3 sausage maker, "he specialized in that®. Later he became chief-sausage maker of a meat-products-
factory. His father had his own upholatery business. Truus' father was a wanderer who finally ended
up in the northern part of The Netherlands where he met Truus' mother and married her. Before the
marriage she had been 3 tailor's cutter, "the best tailor's cutter of the whole trade®, she had

no opportunity to continue her education but “she had the idea that there always would be more
things to learn®. Ker father had been a master-ccoper, which maans that he had mates. "Hy mother
was very proud of that”. There were only two children in the family, Truus and her elder sister.
They received n very cultivated upbringing : the daughters had lassons on the piano and in singing,
And Truus' sister wag “one of the first in the neighbourhood to attend higher education. Most other
children in their neignbourhood only received a vocational training. "Then she went to a teacher
training college for two years but all of a sudden she did not like it any more and tock a job in
an office.’1 really don’t know how many certificates ghe got through n<n:»=a|npbuunu... Finally, she
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met an inspector, who ged her to get her teacher's certificate for primary education,
which she did by studying in tha svening®,

It was quite normal for Truus, with her sister as an example, to go to secondary school as well.
She wanted to be a nurse, Or, even better a veterinary surgeon. Her mother though wanted her to
work {n an office. There was no money to continus studying. "Our iikes did not go to secondary

school®. Truus harself gives the motives for her occupaticnal alternatives : feelings of concern

tor children, little animals and weak ones, fostered by sex-specific socialization. Her wish to

beccme & veterinary surgeon was not given in by specific intellectual motives. Her final choice

wap definitely influenced by her mother : she was not allowed to become 2 nurse since mother couldn't
stand the tight of blood. A teacher training then. And again mother takes the decisions : no dayschool,
but evening-classes bacause mother being rather in weak health, Truus was needed at hoke. Truus®
whole life was dominated by her tll mother. Rer career in primary education was characterised by
temporarily and diversified jobs. She has aven basen a deputy headmistress for two years without ever
having aspired to it. She was glad and proud of the fact that she taught in "better"™ schools,
without however dissociating herself from “the working-class child". Her last job was at a ULO schoo)
tprolonged elementary scheoling), which she did not like as much as her former job. Truus never got
married and she does not deny that almo this had something to do with her mother. we asked her
whether she considered ceaching in popular education to be a vocation. She answered : “Not really,
such was your job".

A_schoolmistress with a farmer background

Macgriet D. was born in 1907 as the third of six children, in §., a municipality of 6,900 inhabitants.

She comes of a real farmers' family. Great-grandparents, grand-parents and parents both on mother's

and father's side held a2 farm, and apparently with success. They could afford the boys having a
¢ollege training for a couple of years and to send the girls to a boarding-school mainly to iearn
French. A brother of Margriet's grandfather even became a physician. Besides farming Margriet's

father was interested in the local politics. He was town councillor. His wife ran the household and
she was assisted by 2 maid-servant and a charwoman. She alsc looked after the children's education and
toox care that they remained in the farmyard, playing with the friends, she herself had carefully
selected. They did a lot of reading at home. They had a library and were subscribed to three
newspapers. The children could also go and read books at their cousin‘s.

Margriet was as if it were “predestined™ to the teaching profession. She says that she was told so
already by her own schoolmistresses in primary school. Prequently they had her write on the bBlackboard
as a preparation for the future. In fact, there was no other choice Jleft.
were helping on the farm 80 that at home thers was nothing left to be done.
Basides a pursing-job (which she was not interested in at all} not many alternatives were cpen to

a girl. In 1926, she got her certificate. In her teacher training she had followed the Pranch section.
She would have loved to get a higher degree as wall but such was hindered by her father's death.

After having subsituted other schoclmasters here and there during two years, she became a teacher

at the free catholic boys' school of 5., the place where she had been born and bred, and where her family
had bullt up a certain prestige. Margriet ramained unmarried and now she's living together with her

sifters. Her y gest pister b 4 schoclmistress as well, One of her brothers ix a lawyer., the
other a physician,

Her two elder sisters

SOCIAL TRAJECTORIES

introductive methodical remark : as a rule we start from the overall sample of former schoolmasters/

-mistresses. Only important national differsnces will be mentioned. We are aware of the fact that
innumeral methodological weaknesses can be found in our material, particularly with respect to the

representativity of both national samples and the absolute number of cases

Per fubcategory. However,
according to us,

there has been nc previous attempes in which oral history and social mobility
research were combined in this particular way. This is the main reason for us to introduce our
approach into the scientific discussion,
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The following difference Ls quite interescing : while the parants of male respondents often were
akilled through evening-classes or self study.our female respondents more freguently originated
from unskilled families. MoOreover, mothers with an outdoor-job were most frequently found in skilled
famllies. This could imply that the husband's schooling was made possible by the axtra earnings

2¢ the wife. These familles predominantly lived in the city where there is a tradition of workers
and trade-unionism and vhere education facllities are available. From these differences we -snd

%0 suggest that the leap into another social class was nowhere more pronounced than for working-class
girls. Her brothers and sisters remzined in the working class and 30 did the relatives of her male
colleagues.

Only some of them took up a job ag a lower employee or as a schoolteacher as well. The female
interviswees mostly came of rural areas. Only one third of the women got married (new middla-class
nusband) and had remarkably small-sized families {1 or 2 children). working-class schoolmistresses
had 2 big chance to remain unmarried. (The chance to remain single is only higher for women with a
oeasant background - could this probably be a hard trend 7} We cannot deny howover the important
role of the Catholic Church in the process of social uprising of schoolmistresses from the working

vlass. The male working-class respondents largely came of the city and all of them married. They
alsc had small families (2 to 3 children).

Tre springboard theory is correct in the sense that working-class children indeed use the teaching
or~fession aF & channel to move upwards; however, this theory does not apply in a guantitatiwe
sense : only few working-class children from the 1930 generation rose to the middle classes.

The transition from the working class to the middle class only appearad one generation later, with
the children of our respondents. Apart from a few exceptions, they all occupy new middle-class jobs.
Twe thirds of the chaldren choose a teaching job and the overall level of schooling increased. Only
in The Netherlands again. the rise to the bourgeoisie occurs smoothly.

TRENDS

Tt would be unfair towards the material, the ipdividual 1ife stories and family histories of our
respondents if we were to summarize our results in a few nice and neat conclugions. When analysing
the material we soon learnt how complex in time and space the social behaviour of individusls and
groups of individuals are.

Apar: from that however, we hesitate to present the trends we found, as strictly valid, because

~f the shorteomings in our sample. We would rather prefer cur results to be considered as empirically
enriched hypotheses. which finally might lead to a more elaborated theory and to further empirical
testing in social mobility research. We hope our research method 18 a contribution in that sense.

e merely aimed at the harmony and disharmony of three variables : gender, (self)-recruitment and
geographical location for mobllity pacterns,

The role of women in mobility processes is ambiguous. In the grandparent and parent generation of
our respondents, she cften plays a passive-supporting role as educator and sometimes as a provider
of financial strength for her husband's and gons' mobility, to 2 less extent for her daughters'.
On the other hand, concerning the woman's own mobility : only few channels are open to her mainly
as a consequence of the patriarchal relationships in our society, the teaching profession used to
be such an opportunity. But the price for using these wobility channels is sexual abstinence and
childlessness. In that way she cuts short the potentlial mobility of the daughter generation. Two
thirds of all schoolmistresses never got married. A quarter comes from the country, the others

fror an urban area. It seems that women born in the countryside have no opportunities for rising
through their professlon without saking the sacrifice of childlessness and celibacy : none of the
rural female teachers got married. However, a majority of urban schooimistresses remains single as
well. Patriarchal norms are rooted both in the educational setting and religiocus milieu as well as
in the code of the teaching profession. Gecgraphical location plays & minor role though it should
not be negiected. Women in town, however, do have a reasonable chance to gat married. Bur, particu-
larly in Holland and in Catholic Belgian schools, women had to give up their teaching carser as

a consequence of mArriage,
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The new middle class provides most schoolmistresses. Half of them came already from a teacher's
family. In other words : the new middle class stimulates female mobility. It stimulates school-
mistressas to marry as wall : 80 § of the married schoolmistresses belong to the new middle class.
Female teachers usually are of higher birth than their male colleagues. This also implies that lower-
class women have wore difficulties in starting social mobility through the teaching professicn.
Children of married schoolmiskresses are highly likely to end up in the new middle class (80 §).

ir comparison with all other occupations within the middle class, their chance of getting a )ob

in the educational sector is also high. Only few children are yet able to rise to the bourgecisie

{9 8y,

A third of all male schoolmasters marries a tsacher. The chance for their children to end up with

=84 SCTpoTasters

4n educational profession is 42 %.

The geographical mobility of our respondents is very high in __.....u SNetherlands, None of those porn

in the countryside, stayed there. Te same cannot ba said for Planders. most of the respondents
carry on their profeszion aither in their native village or town, or in a locality which shows

a striking resemblance to their native area. In The Netherlands, this mobility goes hand in hand
with higher salaries in towns. However if we were only taking salaries into account then this factor
could equally apply to Flanders. Other factors however explain the attachment of Flamish respondents
to their own locality. The municipal schools in Antwerp and Ghent, for instance, only recruted
teachers who had been trained in thelr own institutlons from alementary school through to teacher
training. But a job in the country offered special advantages as well. Those newly-graduated had

2 pretty good chance to start immedistély as headmaster in one of the many small village schools,
often schools consisting of one class only. This was the way, many teacher-sons succeeded their
fathar. Moreover, in the countryside the teaching profassion had far more preatige and the teacher
wag still considered to be a moral and intellactual authority. He played an important role in the
village as promoter of agricultural technigues, Or as a fipancial adviser and insurance agent, which
41l aeant considerable extra-earning for the teacher's family.

Most remarkable upward mobility appears in the ganeration of the teacher's children whose
families had a peasant background. These children rise most frequently to the bourgecisie. The
children of teachers of working-class origin, however, tend to stay in the teaching profession.
Children, brought up in a family with a long-standing teaching tradition have more opportunities

for switching to the bourgeolsie compared with other children. Here we most frequentiy meet
children with university careers.

Historically speaking, from the point of view of the teaching profession, social mobility etarts
to move visibly in the generation of our respondents. This iz mainly due to the origin and further
consolidation of the new middle class.

From about the turn of the century, no downward mobility occurs for schoolmasters. Their class-
position remains stationary - new middle class - or displays upward mobility (8).

If mobility can be considered to be one of the many ways of acting upon social power as crystallized
in a class soctaty, than the teaching profession can be seen to be & very active cccupational
cateqory in conguering higher social positions through social trajectories. We could not determine
to what extant this is exclusive to the teaching profession as opposed to others.

It would be interesting to examine 1f the same trends can be found in other countries, if there

are any other ocupations within the same class - we particularly think of civil servants - which
play as active a role, if the role of women in other countries and other occupations, shows any
similarities to the educational system in Belgium and The Netherlands.
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éducateurs spécialisés de 1968. Paris, 1983.

(4) With respect to the class division we followed the current social-
histerical classification according to the nature of the occupation.
By working class we understand all paid employment, by old middle class,
self-employed merchants, artisans and small-holders, The new middle class
derives its income from salaries and in contrast to the old middle class
is neither self-employed nor relatively autonomous in its work. It is,
rather, a mosaic of relatively routinized office emplovees, "white collar”®
workers, submanagerial technicians, school teachers and others of the “minor"
professions.
We have neglected the bourgeoisie as a separate trajectory (less than
3 % of the total amount).

(5) Both the national subsamples and the overall sample do not meet the entire
requirements of representativity. This is mainly a consequence of the fact
that our projects were no mobility projects initially.

(6) We doubt drawing definite conclusions concerning the difference in age of
marriage. We expect that both, the geographical origin {(town/city) and the
social class of origin (new middle class) favoured the development of more
liberal norms and attitudes, and, as a consequence female teachers with
these backgrounds will more easily establish social intercourse and marry.

{7) The data of the schoolcareer of our respondents' grandchildren reveal a
breakthrough towards the higher ranked occupations of the bourgecisie in
this generation.
However we should take into account the problem that low ranked jobs nowadays
probably were high ranked in former days. Moreover, the access to higher cccu-
pations became remarkably easier over the years.

(8) The dutch subsample is too small for female working-class teachers to
make a distinction between skilled apnd unskilled families. Our biography
of Truus M. 1s not ar =xample of this trend. The limited sample in Holland

cannot affirm not modify the influences of mobility of a town/city as
mentioned pefore. Talkiny about a townscity merely refers to the Belgian
trwn 2f Ghent. . .
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least forty-eight of the Moral Majority’s state chairmen are
Bivle-believing Protestant preachers. Rlthouph the
organization’s mailing list of donors is nondenominational,
the Moral Majority's only members in the sense of adherents
who meet with some regularity are the congregations of the
several thousand fundamental Christian preachers who are
actively affiliated with state and national Moral Majority
offices.

In short, as reflected in both its leadership and
effective membership, the Moral Majority is the political
expression of a specifically fundamental Christian
const ituency whose greatest hope is the immirnent return of

Jesus Christ.

The Mcral Majority agenda includes copposition to ERA,
abortion, homosexual rights, pornography and the nuclear
freeze, and support of school prayer, religious freedom, a
strong national defense, and state of Ilsrael. Moral
Majority leaders claim their positions are strictly
political and moral ones, however each position also has a
basis in the millermial expectations of fundamental
Christianity. Also, the peculiar combination of causes
advocated by the Moral Majority gnly makes sense in the
context Bible prophesy.

Fundamental Christians derive their eschatology, or
their doctrine of the “end times," by tacking back and forth

between the Books of Revelation, Daniel, Ezekiel and Matthew

on the one hand and the daily domestic and world news on the
other hand. Interpetations vary in important ways. Here I
will outline the fulfilled prophesies and anticipated svents
as they are understood among Jerry Falwell's community in
Lynchburg.

The last days of the Christian era will be a period of
unprecedented warfare, famine, disease, moral depravity, and
spiritual decay. Jews and born—again Christians will be
persecuted, and we shall sae the formation of a universal
but false religion, a world government and a world monetary
system, Shortly before the very end, Israel will be
restored to the Jews, and Christians will succeed in
spreading the gospel to every corner of the world. A
godless ration will rise up in Russia that will harrass
Christians world-wide and threaten the very existence of
Israel.

The Christian era will end suddenly when Jesus Christ
appears in the sky and “raptures" a&ll born-again believers,
bodily lifting them off the face of the earth and delivering
them to heaven. The rest of the world, most especially the
Jews, will then endure a seven year period of death and
devagtation as punishment for its Tnumnnwos of Christ,

The period will culminate in a valley in northern
Israel in the Battle of Armageddon batween the forces of
Russia and the antichrist. Just before the planet is
utterly destroyed in a final nuclear holocaust, Jesus Christ
and his heavenly army of born—again believers will appear,

crush both sarthly armies, shackle Satan, throw him in the
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will be brought about through human afforts to improve
socimty. The premillennial view articulated by the
fundamentalist wing holds out no hope of human progress,
rejects social reform as folly, and claims things will only
get worse until Christ comes and begins the millennium
himself.

If the Moral Majority program is influenced by the
premillennial view, why does it include efforts to legislate
morality and otherwise “reform” human behavior?

When examined closely, the Moral Majority’s position on
moral reform does not really break with premillenniajl
expectations. Moral Majority leaders think that
criminalizing abortion, depriving homosexuals of civil
rights, and legalizing school prayer will be good for
America, indeed may even contribute to a moral and spiritual
revival, but they do not expect such legal changes to end
immorality. Sin cannot be conquered except through
salvation. The point instead is to divest sinners of their
license in the law. Unless America as a nation condemns
Sivi, we risk God’'s wrath and will surely loose our capacity
to fulfill Bod’s will in the finals days before Christ

comes.

uumwwmuuwmwmnmmeumwmmmwwm.n.
In summary, the Moral Majority's active participants
are ardently millemmarian and its agenda and strategy maks a

great deal more sense when we examine them through the lens

of Christian apocalypticism.
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The gquastion remains: Are fundamentalist anticipations
of Bod's judgment and the second Advent a weak or a strong
mobilizing force? Do they simply vield order out of chaos
and sanction actions taken for other reasons, such a desire
for status, power and authority? Or do they gquicken men
and women to act politically in ways thay would not
otherwise? Let me close with some observations that I
think must frame the answer to the question of the efficacy
of these beliefs.

Very different political implications can be, and have
beer, drawn by fundamentalists from the same interpretive
process of working back and forth between Biblical
prophesies and world events. Apocalytic hopes, in other
words, do not motivate actiomn in a direct, deterministic,
unmediated way, and a good deal more than millennialism ia
behind the popular appeal of the Moral Majority.

Eachatology is not & set of directions telling
believers t:Lw to do, but a grammar of thought amd feeling.
Moreover, millermialism parallels, and derives much of its
force by paralleling, the cultural grammar laid down by the
gospel and the experience of salvation.

Being saved figuratively manifests the death, burial
and resurrection of Jesus Christ in the life of the
Unwwm<n1. Christ comes to us as individuals only after we
have "died to ourselves," realized that we are hopeleasly
lost and acknowledged our sins, and have been given new life
by receiving Christ into our hearts.

The doctrine of the end times is the coversion
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I.1.a. Function of information in written autobiographies

The editors and many authors of female-servant-autobiographies at the
beginning of the moa: century refer to the life-histories of workers as
a motive for writing down their experiences. In those days the bour-
geois readers had discovered their own lower classes and had developped
an exot'c interest in their life histories. The first autobiographies

of workers in Germany were edited in the early _mmoﬁs by the priest
Goehre with the intention to improve the situation of the working class
by social reforms: the autobiographies should inform the responsables
about their misery, After Goehres publications the socialist workers
used this literary form “autobiography" to educate a working-¢lass-
consciousness and to spread the aims of the socialist party. One of the
most famous autobiographers is Adelheid Popp, who's “Jugenderinnerungea™
were cften edited and caused many female workers and also servants to
write their life history, too. The "Jugenderinnerungen® by A. Popp are
explicitly referred to as a motivating example in the foreword of Doris
Yiersbeck's "Erlebnisse eines Hamburger Dienstmiddchens® {experiences of
a female servant in xmaucﬁmv. But - as opposed to Popp - Viersbeck, like
all the other female servant autobiographers, does not describe the pro-
cess of political conscicusness. Like the majority of servants she was
not organized in any political group or party and had no pessibilities
for political education. The experiences of oppression and dependency
within the different services is not considered in a comprehensive so-
cial context but is interpreted individualistically.

On one hand the autobiographies are adressed to the employers in the pur-

pose to claim for a better and more human treatment for their servants.

On the other hand they are adressed to other female servants giving
advice and rules of behaviour for their services:

“To all fellow-beings who are forced to be in other person's service

I want to call: always do moc1 duty, fully; cra do also defend your-
selves if necessary!™ (D. Viersbeck, p. 103)

These intentions (to attain better working conditions of female ser-
vants and let their younger coileagues participate in their experience
and practical knowledge} influence the selection and valuation of the
narrated story. E,G. the "Erlebnisse" of Doris Viersbeck is a sequence
of good and bad services, of examples of despotism and exploitation by
the employers, but also her resistance and the pride in her work. The
main line of the whole story is her development to more and more self-

confidence to ¢laim and carry through better working conditions.

I1.2.2. The construction of a meaningful context of life in autobiographies
Apart from the purpose to inform the readers about the living and wor-
king of female servants, there are further motivations for writing th:ir
autobiographies. These motivations have 1o be searched within the indi-
vidual life-course of the author,often within the actual situation at

the moment of writing. All the servant authors have in common not to be
working as a servant at the moment of writing, whether temporary (A, Lan-
ger, G. Braun) or finally (M. Sans Géne, D. Viersbeck). Like many werkers
Wii0 wrote their autobicgraphies some of the former female servants had
attained a higher social position (here by marriage). As the social im-
provement also means a break of the identity, writing the autobiography

can be interpreted as an attempt to “repare" this break, to construct
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do that any more today! I still have my testimonies, if you don't
want to believe me I can show them.” (Frau E-t, p. 5)

Here the interview becomes similar to judicial examinations.

The uncertainty about the side on which the interviewer is standing,
is also caused by the difference of status between the former female
servants and the person with university education. It influences the
description and valuation of the events told: So Frau E-t obviously
classifies the interviewer as a member of the same upper class as the
former employers. Asked for her relationship to the employers therefor
she answers carefully and friendly about them ("nice people”). Only
in the further course of the interview she talks by telling different
stories about the bad aspects of her services: bad working conditions

and pay, bad accomodation, unworthy treatment by the employers etc,

Another fact important for the relationship between the former servants
and the interviewer is the difference of age: the interviewer is much
younger thar the aged narrators, she doesn't know the old times the
former servants are talking about, the times of their childhood and
youth, the years of service. So it becomes necessary to give informa-
tions and explanations about the circumstances of the time this young
woman (D. Wierling) didn't life through {in opposition to telling the
1fe history to a contemporary, a member of the same generation).

So many stories are chosen with many explanations about “how it was in
those days":

“We were born like that, we were developed like that, times were dif-
ferent..." (Frau R-s, p.10)

"My youth, I have to say, it was hard, but I didn't regret it. Becauss

the parents had to work as well as we children to get through, in those
days it was not like today, today they are living in prosperity ..."
(Frau S-r, p. 2)

In the course of the interview the narrators often adept this “strange
view" from today to earlier times: they are not longer telling their
lives chronologically from then to today, but comparing: from the pre-
sence differing so much to the old days they are lcoking backwards, com-
paring and valuating from noamk their own past.

So e.g. Frau H-1 who is astonisheg herself thinking about the hard work
she had to do in her childhood: "Just imagine, as children of 9 years we

had to do this!" (Frau H-1, p.2)
I.2.b. The construction of a meaningful context of life in oral narrations

In the course of the orally narrated iife histories one can distinct the
attempt to reduce the experiences being made to a meaningful and unit
connexion. This attempt is to be seen in the “Leitlinien des Erzihlens®
(guiding lines of narration, Lehmann, 1983) which are often opposed to
the structure proposed by the interviewer and her questions. So e.g.

Frau E-t explicitely names -the main line of her life history in con-
nexion to the hiographical reminiscende:

"You know, if I had had the time I could have written down my whole life!
Like a main line my stepmother is appearing, yes?" {Frau £-t, p. 9)

This has less to do with the very person of her stepmother - she lived to-
gether with her since the age of 8 and already left her at the age of 14-
but the structure she learned by the loveless and hard-hearted treatment

in her childhood "nobody took care for me, [ was only good for working
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standard how the narrators and writers describe themselves: diligent,
industrious, clean, honest, simple, economical. These formulations of
self-description repeated again and again in both forms of sources are
identical to the formulations in their testimonials:

*...1 mean, we had a simple household indeed, my parents and we chil-
dren, but every thing was very much in order and very clean and all..*”
{Frau B-h, p. 4)

"Her industry and cleanliness are very praiseworthy" (Testimony Frau
8-h, p. 6)

¥...everything had to sparkle and it did sparkle, because I had learned
that. [ liked to do it, yes. They didn't have to praise me, but there
was the feeling I had to do it.." (Frau H-1, p. 13}

"Fr. H-1 was honest, industrious and very clean..." (Textimony fFrau H-1
p. 2)

"Even if we are poor no police has any business to have with us, remem-
ber that for all your life!! ... no work worried me or was too much for

me, particularly if I was given praise for good work." (Sans Géne p. 22)

The normative ideas about the life-course often are to be shown on the
basis of stories of legitimation concerning the missing fulfillment of

the ideal "life as a progress": e.g. Frau S-r explains again and again

why she and her husband never recovered from their financial sorrows in
spite of their industriousness and ability. One explanation is her hus-
band's and her generosity towards other people (Frau S-r, p. 7/16).

The attempt to reach a positive balance of life is also an example of

the normative idea about the life-course as progress (s.a.).

If not in ones own life, at least the children have to fulfill this ex-
pectation: e.g. Frau B-h stops «m,_msa her own life-history from the da-
te of her daughters' birth and continues in telling her daughters' life
history: this daughter achieved the social improvement by becoming a
teacher and by marrying a rich man - so she fulfills her mothers_ ideals
of life-course.

The ideas about telling 2 life history become evident in common choices
of the main topics, temporal structure of the stories and the stilistic
form in both sources.

General main topics are stories of childhood, often emphasizing the bad
material situation of the *msMHm<w the particularized description of the
first service; the first day at a service, the mention of the employers
family by name and often umﬂammc_mq description of them ( often in con-
trast to the own familiy not mentioned by name); the stereotype-plate
to have lived in the employers house “like children” (that this is an
stereotype D. Wierling is proving in her research, s. Wierling 1983}. Al-
most all mention exactly their wages and the mode of pay, the working-
times and many stories of resistance and subversion against the employers,
also stories of illness, There are also similarities concerning the to-
pics that are not mentjoned: e.g.any political events (apart from the

two world-wars), sexuality (apart from sexual attacks of the employer}.

The interpretation of the social situation as servants in the autobio-
graphies as in the interviews is always individualistic: e.g. the chan-
ging of service is often interpreted as personal failure and not as a
consequence of the bad working conditions. And the reports of growing

self-confidence - often reported in autobiographies and narrations -
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her history as a handicaped person - she lost one leg at the age of 15 -
who only in the age of over 40 learned in her marriage that she was a
“human being":

"1 was of the opinion, you are a cripple, you ao:_a have any claims ...
My husband was so reasonable, he said: 'Even if you have only one leg
you are a human being anyway. There for the first time I was a human
being!" (Frau E-t p. 16)

Sometimes the individual life history is finished early , by means of
the end of active plannings, hopes, wishes and perspectives. Life is con-
sidered as reduced to survival, as a float of events not susceptible
which often cannot be remembered well. Such a life history only toid in
the way of "Verlaufskurven" (Schitze 1981) is the one of Frau H-1: widow
after only three years of marriage her aim of life is determined by

the care for her daughter Lucy, who dies at the age of 17:

“My Lucy was not meant to clean away other peoples' dirt! She shall learn
something. 17 years old she dies! (she cries)." {Frau H-1 p. 15)

At that moment her story ends:

t

"I have been working all my life until my 60 h year. What happened after-

wards? (after the death of her daughter, C.H.).Then the war came, and

pension.. But ['ve been working until my got" year, how did it go on?*(p.3)

These negative balances of life are rarely to be found either in the nar-
rative interviews or in the autobiographies. As demonstrated there
exists a general attempt for reaching positive interpretations of the
own history. If this is not possible the bicgraphical narration is refu-
sed alltogether rather than allowing a negative life-balance to be con-

firmed through publication.
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the opportunity to be actively involved. She was tharefor for some time
the secretary of the Groningen division of the Union. All three still
feel committed to the labour-movement.

I myself know the life of serving-maids from a quite different point

of view. As a child I grew up in a liberal well-to-do family: a house-
hold with four children in which the maid played a known role. As far as

my memory goes, the consecutive maids were generally treated with kind~

choir; left-wing , say, and there was singing and all, Mrs van der Heck-
Kuiper knew about it, she was...er,..then you called it liberal,
because she wasn't really religious either...And I have to hold it to
her, in those days it was a very progressive standpoint...."

V:"No, where I was they didn't like it at all,,."

M:"Host people didn't like it at all, a red family.(...) But what I

wanted to say was that, when her brother came, then there was a lot

ness. They were ‘part of the family', it was said. more work to do and often other relatives and friends were invited. But

With my later political - and social - choice, that one could call then she said:'Well, Harry, you have to ba€e in mind: tonight we'll
'critical left' , I developed a certain distrust towards the values and have a sizple meal, for Jane has to go to the meeting'. Simple meant,..
rules of the bourgeois culture in which T was brought up. This undoubted- well, it always were a number of courses, but then she wouldn't invite
ly has it's repercussion on the questions that I raise and the inter- many pecple. And then, the next- day, there would be an elaborate dinner;
pretation I propose that was the time I had¢ to push hard. But that isn't the point. I just

5 hi unusual want to say: she really reckoned with it! And that was very unusual:
omething very unu

. that she gave me the opportunity on the first of May , so that was

Mrs van der Heck-Kuiper, where I was", M told ,"owned a number of

from the socialist creed, that she took account of me. That I could go
farms and plots of land around town. And it used to be like this: in May

. there and that she planned her dinner-party the next day."
and November those farmers came to town to pay the rents. Bur after ilr

L:"That was unique,"
van der Heck had died, she had to do it all alone. And then her brother-

who lived in Aerdenhout {a fashionable residential village,b.h.), he
( 8 > Itwas the second time I heandthis story from Mrs !eyer, in almost the same

had married a de Blok van Scheltinga...all important names - but then
13@...a i words and with the same build-up. It meant that the story must have

her brother came and he looked after it for her. And we were socialists, as

you
probably understood

been told many times and probably always to corroborate a simular ar-

already, so for us the first of May was The .
gument.Just as during our first conversation it served to neutralise

Um l<-
¥ a story about a bad experience in service. Then she reacted to her

V: "The first of May !" . ' . .
Sister s experience;this time it concerned something that happened to Mrs

M: "Th 1 ti h i t the 'Ha ie'. I also
ere alvays was a peeting in the evening a e rmon Veldman . M puts her positive experiences in the balance, only to

ith ! 's VYoice' v that labourer's
vas w the "People’s Voice' (de Volksstes), vas a labou moderate her remark by adding that it concerned scmething 'very

unusual'.
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The personal bond.between M and her employer stands for a structural
relationship between maid and mistress, that depended in the first place
on the mistress's attitude. Bolstered by a lack of legal protection and
the isolation of the household, the employer could control wether the
girl was treated 'as a beast' or was given a place in the household as
a'member of the family'.

It was indeed something exceptional that a mistress was ready to plan
her diner at a different time, because of her servant's socialist acti-
vities. Although in these years there seemed to be an increasing ten—
dency amongs the ladies to take a more enlightened attitude toward their
servants. In various ladies' magazines 'humane treatment' was advised

as a way to bind their maids: "{...) It is necessary for every housewife
in the first place to put high demands upon herself and appear more
resclute and friendly to the girl,One can lead a horse to the water but
one cannot make it drink! Furthermore one can in this way make more and
higher demands upon one's servants". (3) This was one of the repliass to
a questionaire 'corcerning the servant-problem', which was published in
a ladies-magazine in '36,

The involvement in the mistress's household did not mean that the girl
had broken her ties with the environment in which she was brought up.On
the contrary: rhat tie generally remained very strong. Her family and
friends could offer the girl the emotional protection and relaxation

in a familiar culrure, that she usually lacked in the employer's house.
They were 'her own' and with them another aspect of herself could un-
fold: for instance by having uninhibited fun (or quarrels), by playing
games together around the table, bij telling stories and exchanging

experiences in their own langu_age and their own style., The way in which

the girl's involvement with her own kind manifested itself could vary
greatly, but irs importance nobody will deny,

This also mvvwwuu to Mrs Meyer. Grown up in a socialist family between
the two World Wars , she belonged to the so-called 'Red Family’.

In those days the dutch population was strictly segregated into diffe-
rent confessional-political groups, such as Roman Catholics, Protestants
and socialists. (4) This implied that from a young age onwards M
had mixed with a particulafgroup of people, who ware also part of the
socialist movement. Together they followed courses at the Workers Edu-

cational Association (Intituut van Arbeidersontwikkeling), together

they went out into the country with the 'Friends of Nature' (Natuurvrienden)

together they sang in the People's Voice (Volksstem), listened tc the
socialist broadcast compa_ny (VARA) or were active in the socialist
Union. Within the active part of the socialist movement this led to a
strong involvement in each other and in the effort to 'elevate the

"

people’ {or as Mrs Leenstra put it:" in the effort to raise the ordi-

nary man")

This double involvement , on the one hand in the work in the bourgeois
household and on the other hand in working for the labour-movement,
meant for M that she wanted to join the activities on the first of May,
without neglecting the work she was employed for. She could do this
thanks to the solution her mistress offered her. OQut of her double

involvement this was the best solution: better than asking the day off.

mn:oonam

I continued questioning: "Have you ever mentioned that it was a lot of
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M:"My mother was ahead of her times,..How come? She had been an orphan
at ten, and when she was about seventeen she went to town and then she
too served in houses, where...how shall I put it..."

L:"...not ordinary houses, but also the better ones,.."

M:"She was ahead of her times".

L:"Even only the food. What we had to eat at home, and the way every-
thing was prepared, even that was already very different from other
families,..It is true that we ate with iron forks and knives, but the
table was laid,"

M:"We always used to eat together..,”

H:"You (L} just said that you lived in two worlds that you could

easily combine, while you (V) mentioned that you alienated a little from
home...(.,..) I wonder which were the similarities between life at your
parental home and life in service; and which were the differences, making
a gap...?

L: I never felt a gap. I thought of it more as an addition. Home gave

us many things, very many positive things too. And what we naticed

there (in service, H), that just added up to it, That widened it..."

Intermediary

While all three women mentioned that the values and standards in service
were not the same as those at home, there was a difference in opinion
about the consequences of this. Mrs Veldman thought that these diffe-
rences not always self-evidently linked; on the other hand Yrs Meyer and
Mrs Leenstra maintained that these differences followed from each other,

Both sisters looked for en explanation in their parental house, especial-

1y their mother, vho "was shead of her times", They alluded to
their impression that their mother - thanks to her experiences

in service - had cultivated herself more than the majority of
working~class mothers.Values and standards in their home already would
have developed strongly towards the civilisation of the servant-keeping
class. Through the fact that their mother had served in the 'better'
sitvations, she could be an intermediary between both cultures. This
in contrast to the working-class mothers who had served in 'less good'
families or had never been in contact with the bourgeois 'civilisation',
for instance because they had worked in the factory.
This meant that M end L mark a distinction within the level of civi-
lisation of the towxwumlnwmmmmmw thereby claiming a higher level for
their parental home. The structural differences between the cultures
of both classes were in their eyes bridged by their mother - and in
this waystress fell on a distinction within the working-classes them~
selves.
V didn't accept this explanation. It didn't link with her own experien-
ces. She noticed no important differences between her parental home and
that of the two sisters. Her mother was a civilized woman as well, even
if she had not been working in as high class situations. Still she could
remezber a gulf between the valuas and standards of life in service and
life at home; especially in relation to her brothers, who worked in the
factory and regarded her serving-life somewhat strangly. And even more:
she remembered an incident in those days, that had escaped Mrs Meyer's

memory:

Vi:"But listen: your brother John teok a different view, for he looked

funny, that one time that you were wearing those white gloves” — laughs-
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have reproductions of art. Not just a painting that you hang here or
there. I only want to say: you had another way of looking at things.
Your taste had already changed.”

H:"So in fact you say that the taste of the people you were serving
with was of a higher leved."

M:"Yes".

L:"Yes, I agree with that".

M:'"Yes, that is true, because those people could pay for it. They .
usually had more expensive, more valuable things; more beautiful

things...They had paintings by Jozef Israels and you had to dust
thmand then they would explain them to you. Our kind of people, well,
who never got to know this, who for example worked in a factory, they
never learned anything about this and just walked past; they don't see

it or they think it a nice picture,(,..) We could enjoy it too,

because we went to a lot of courses and educated ourselves.

mmmen:nmnwo:

During our preceding conversations Mrs. Leenstra, Mrs Meyer and Mrs
Veenstra had told me all three about their educational activities out-
side their services. They had followed courses and visited lectures that
were organised by the Workers Educational Assiciation. In the Workers
Evening Classes L and I were taught the Dutch language, accounts and
arithmatic, and 'social knowledge' that was aimed at giving insight in
and knowledge of the most important social phenomena. M additicnally
attended the local top-course,where she was taught economy, political

science, bookkeeping, commercial arithmatic and the Dutch language. (6)

L continued:" It was only a small group within the labour-movement,

who did follow these courses. And in that way we have raised outfelves

a bit out of it."

V:"raised"

L:"And not that we think highly about curselves, but you still expe—
rience it regularly in the compagny of friends. You notice in everything:
they got wncnr there in their devalopment, and m am here already. They
are at peace with it, so...but they haven't got this confidence to talk;
they don't skuwd up for themselves,,."

H:"So it is more the Workers Educational Association (het Instituut) and
the courses that helped you on, than..."

M:"No, no! Also because we had a different environment, it was inpressed
on us that there were many things that we had no notion of; and that
gradually we wanted to know, >=L because we slowly came to that con-
clusion , then we came to the Association (het Ianstituut) and the trade=-
aovenent; because we had already found out that we still had a lot to
learn and to know. Thereforewe had the willingness to attend courses
ercetera.”

H: That more or less stinulated nach other:the atmosphere at home and
the atmosphere in service?

M:"Yes, yes, for look: if you had stayed in your own surroundings and
you had never seen or heard anything else, and you had never left those
surroundings...then the first step to selfeducation and such would have
been much more difficult; because you hadn't had any idea, But as you
already were in a surrounding where you heard and saw various things,

you already got...let me say...a hunger to et to know things..."

Mrs Meyer and Mrs Leenstra laid a connection between that which they
learned in service and that which they found out in the courses and

training of the socialist movement. In this way they offer some answer
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conversations with former servants and the knowledge I have from ay
own background - on written sources , such as ladies'magazines, in
which mistresses would regularly expound their ideas.

6) HCH Hichielse, Socialistiese Vorming, 1980,p182-193,

kD] ibidem, pl93

8) ibidem, pil.

9) Popular memory:,theory, politics, method' in daking Histories, studies

in history-writing and politics. 1982 CCCS.




(374

:Bur
~MO[[04 ay} saridwrt SIUBAR 33TT T®DTITID Y3Im aded G} JapJao
uyg u.uc.nLtnxl ﬂluwznnLunun O UOTIWS THRUAD ay3 #Q Buryte}

.>L0dMlm+ﬂﬁ
uxemc>9.;ﬁ ur passadoad aq o3 mmz >L0#mn£ AydeuBorg renp
|d>nncd mnu 3O [3A3] Y3 uo ftusailjed Adeltitw 40 Hmuwumﬁnm
.u~meu=mijn JeTTWIsS e Ul | pPaJLalSTUIWP®, ag ued S adanyanuis
Lmﬁnedu e .wo mucm>muamuﬂrosmﬂc I'Uy mﬁnm)mmucou MD Asw 31

L ‘laAsT 1edtdolsTY pue [eaiydedboriq sayy
uo :#Dn pabueys anrey Bursuartuadxa pue Surjae #0 SuoI3jTpuol
IYF P SJEem  BYT[) SIATITIP[IWIS T124N2INJ3s 4eaq fAuoinalfeuy
a4z 3o sabeis ucmum*wﬁv 3B ‘Butrzzas (edtydeuborq auyy
Ut sawty ucmLWw+mu 18 SIU3AD ﬂmuﬂLmumwc $+1 UBA]  *3uU3Aa Ayl
YitM 3dOD G} 43PJ0 UT IPOW PIIIWIT 2 UT IO USRS utrelaa2
¥ 03 PSITIIIN Bq AUO UED S3USA3 ([EDTUOLSTY 8SED  JNO U1y
18213140 43 BUTdOD ;O SaJuatTLadxa Jawini 3eyy ssaddnsadd 1

TROATL ST }LQMLmen

STUI Yyarym Ut ‘awry [EJrJ403sSTY Ayl o3 uotjeia.d ut pue ;o
IX23U03 3yl ul Aydeabotq sSauo +U.c0ﬂmcmeﬁn 1€214035 1Yy S®  (Q
pug ‘([ENPIAIPUT UP {0 aatrizadsuad ucmmmga.mcv dn

Buryewy @wil o0 jutod UTellSD € 03 dn Swi3l YBNOJAYI—P3AI] Se

A54N03-3331] 3yl 0 uarsuawip [e>tydesbolqg (eardolsIYy SB (®
:prosoMy
POO3S48pUN ST L UOTISUAWIP [®31.4031SIH, "SUCISUSWIP [¥DIJ03isSty

INOUI M #O PSALIIIUODD  ag JIOUUED  Tlam se satydeudborqg
tenpratpur ‘abe3ls Jatiaea ay3z uo dn-3(INg BUlSg uIAa Lo 3sed

ay3 30 s3ut4dlony 3yl Buiaeaqg a2bueys [eoruolsty Aue aytl 3Ing

*A403S-3311 SYF O UCEITNIISUCT TENPTATPUT ayi +0 SUOtsuawIp
M3W  BWOS Ul 3[NS3J4 S}uaAa apeds-abael pur s3ano © 1B2tJ403s 1Y

'YL auns U0y ST 3T ‘paJeldep ST ,04827 Jnoy, Yy ([aAat

I®4N3INIIS-0TI08 8y uo, T3TT) SAWIY [e21.o3STY UTeIU3D 1w

#T anuy uana st sSTYL SYy3a3euas wodi utebe usao rye Dutiuess
,>ﬁ&$ﬁ 30U op satydesboig urylTm S8ANjoRd . o partedap buiag
(2'y84] apngy . «TATIIIROU D SNy} SBY 2401 NG 4o .mrunu £
. , *Satadia sau dn Byryes PUE SATTATIIE wau mcwnqsa fayTt
o tuu._.ou Waitp A[@3a10002 ¥ ST YR JO j[NSed .,..:
4JRSSaday 203G SLOTIINLISUOI-RL DU SUOTJIRIISUDI-3P LOFPR
"SAATL UG 40 S30u a3 Apdasp mo *e,un_m»,.gu”w*e. unl ap,

" . . rSjusAa pesTd
—03}sTY Mau J3AQ 3bueyn 3sed no ut u:u.u@uume asey am sieob
pu?  sAeM  "S3USAD TEDTJO3STY Aq paAouisap st >k0vmwclmwwd
S8UC 0 STSEQ [ENIOL 8yl Ieyy aq 1M ABW LT IDUTS t(saseyd
pue spotaad 83y mmwgrvuwHMLu, AmuﬁpumLmawﬂ ISNprATOuT
UC 329dwy ue SARY SIUSAS [EDIHOISTY SWI] awes 2yl 38 ‘(peeT
mnnm%=>#ndmjun>ﬂu:~v +0 sSadA3 Duilpeasi, pue a:mconammemm=w
satydeaborg aA13sa]ioa mam:m Sjuana HmunLOumnI..m+cm>m =]
—93ISTY $0 SuRawW AgQ SJO03TJes [BLNIINIIS—Ornas puUT SATHO3IE-I4TT
j©  juawarbuejus 41843 Ut yins se sarydeaborqg ;o  sabueys
843 uo J3yzes NG (SaTs0IdalEI} HumchuﬂmmL pue - fLArtwes
‘susased  qof ,m:Lmuumu Bururteay feruotrjednooa  -6- 8) sSjudnaz
ﬂMUHLD#mdL Ag aun3anu3s [etaos 40 abueys 8Y3 uo 30U .ST SNI0
ay3 aaay) -saiydesborqg TeNpEATPUT UTYIIM SIUBAS 80140351y
40 S32usnb3syos  waa3-Buol wo L INIAZ WIINOLSIH ANy AHS
-YNODIZ. APMIS uabuey Aw 30 SEIPT AWoS Yiim sieap Jaded siyj

- Y08 dNY LJ3rans 1
Butuuaoy W eNta3 g
Ag

— [I¥M UTT-8F 94} 0 UCEIDSLF 9U3 +0 =5e] 34 -

JONITIWHD TWIIHGYNO0IE ¥ SY SINIAT WITLIN04-WIINOLSIH




242

1) On which stage or in which sequence and period is the
biagraphy to be located? Rather than the usual categories
like age, marital status, gender, and social stratum as
biographical resources the individual experiences one lived
through wutilizing these resocurces seem to be of main
interest.

2) The resource modell of the course of life comprises
horizons and plans of anes biography which are a result of
experiences, i.e. the ‘ego-ideolagy’ of the biography and
the life constructions which are the effects of the cultural
formations and of the historical life time (Bude 1984). Life

constructions are individualired historical types.

There are two questions [ would like to raise at this point:

HB) In which way do individuals interpret historical events
from  the perspective of their biographical experience,
events that destroy the shape of their biographical trajec-—
tory®? In other words, in which way do these people “dyna-

mize" their bicgraphical resources?

2) Which parts in dynamisation of biographical rescurces
play historical events? (Or: are there historical events
that don’t bear any impact on the biographical
dynamisation?)

.

It is now of some i1nterest how an extorted change of the
change bears upon the individual biographies. The method of
data gathering was & thematic focussed narrative interview
which starts with such a biographical cut (loss of ones
job, loss of ones occupational identity and existence). In
the course of the interview this event is embedded in the
person’'s biography past; lateron — in the third part of the
interview - the event appears 1nterpreted from the

present perspective of the narrator.

2., SAMPLING

My sample are 39 men and women belonging to the group of
border crossers and people involved in local border traffic
in Berlin. These groups emerged from the political division
of the city of Berlin in 1948749 (the blockade, the
foundation of the Federal Republic of Germany and the German
Democratic Republic). They were born between {903 and 1941.
At August 13th 1961 the borders of the city between the East
and West sections were closed (erecticon of ‘the wall ') which
stopped +the total exchange of a huge workingforce between
the two parts of the city and the hinterland as well as the
lively border traffic. (0f course, the erection of the wall
was just a final step in a series of difficult political
events between 1248 and 1961 like: the upheaval of June 17th
19%% in East Berliny the FRG Jjoirming the NATO 1955; the GDR
joining the Warsaw Fact in the same year -~ and many more.)

The stream of people and goods accross the border - 1n both
directicons = was cut by the erection af a wall and the

fortification of the border along the Eastern part of the
city. &2.000 working contracts (East/West and Wests/East?

were nullified over night. Trading on markets and makeshi+ft
shops primarily for the needs of the GDR population alang
the so far ‘open’ borderline came tc an end.

The biographies of former border crossers and tradespeople
of the border traffic (border traders) are gathered and
studied more than twenty years after the event. I did not
draw & sample according to statistical considerations (like
special cohorts, or types of employment or other otcupatio-
nxl criteria), but I started with a quota: All persons to be
selected had to have lived in EBerlin between 1949 and (961
at whatever stage in their own individual biography. The
border crossers were defined according to the law of “the
exchange of fee (1951).

Besides the biographical data socip~historical background

material was gathered and experts on recent German history
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5. LOOSERS AND WINNERS
Reconstructing and classifying the biographies of border
crossers and border traders I distinguish three typical
trajectories:
1) life courses which were not effected (continuous
trajectories);
life courses which were negatively effected (loosers);
&) life courses which were positively effected (winners).
The study focussed on the occupational trajectory and course
of employment, but other intervening biographical strands
wer e taken 1into account as well. The criteria of
classification was neither simply staying with the old job,
pozition ,or occupation, nor with the income after the
event, but was put up according to an interpretation of
narrative text segments under the topics ‘subjective living

conditions’ and ‘satisfaction with life".

blhat now do all theee biographies have in commen inspite of

their dif+ferent ogutcome? In order to cope with this
trographical fracture no anticipatory chances of
socialicsation {(Brim/Ryff 1980) ar ‘prefabricated patterns of

interpretation’ (Berger/Luckmann 1966} were available. The
trajectories within these groups are not homogeni:zed through
social origin, education, occupational status, gender or
age. The historical effect and cultural patterning of the
historical life-time is the same for all ("anti-communist
front-line soldiers”). Our leading question was: How is it
possible to dynamize biographical resources in coping with
critical life events, resp. which biographical resources
1mpair the coping process?

Some results in short:

The concept of ‘biographical resources’ was operated over
the following dimensions:

1) Biographical chains of events st the time of the event,
which stand for the biographical project as is. The number
of events, the subjective evaluation according to the
development or disintegration of individual resources are

the basis of the judgement (e.g. chain 1: divorce, major

disease; chain 2: marriage);
2) Biographical commitments out of the past and future
oriented biographical commitments;

3} Formations of the life construction, i.e. the social
embedding of the individual biography.

Continuous trajectories: These occupational groups could be
integrated and transformed in the new structural modell
without difficulties. Complicating chains of events and
interferences with the family trajectory, health trajectory
or other biocgraphical strands did not exist. Biographical
commi tments did not touch the occupational life;
occcupational commitments - if existent at all - were with
the tvpe of work and the essence of the occupation, not with
a specific location, agency (firm, employer, etc.), or
collegques. )

The loosers: Though these occupational groups could not be
defined in terms of political work as such, their wark was
politically evaluated and/or they became victims of
political action. There are mainly three peclitical measures
to be taken into account: 1) Loss of ones job through
territorial segregation. The basi= of their work was
dissolved by the political division of 1949 <(horticulture,
landscaping, precision mechanics and instrument industry of
the GDR). 2) Non-flexible occupational careers: The post-war
sel fmade man, who was able to obtain influence and excellent
positions up till the md +ifties by his energy and
enterprise, whithout ever having bothered about certificates
and formal training, was faced from then on when looking for
a new job with formal reguirements which he could not
procure. 3) Emigrants in their own country: This were all
those who understood their work in the other 'German’ State
as a political mission, as & fight for reunification behind
the enemies lines. Many of them had traditional bonds ta the
lacations of their work (e.g. theatres, hospitals,
publishing haouses). Having quit their jobs {(or having been

fired), they had to realize that the gualifications obtained
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To select the "loosers" we had to make purposeful cheice from the
list of former activists we had compiled from several available
data. The undercoround and informal socurces were very useful here.

During our research we have recorded and transcripted over 30 li-
fe-stories. The respondents included: high-ranking Party offi-
cials of the central level, regional Party officials, professio-
nal executive staff of the regional Party committees, editors-in-
chief of the popular journals as representative for the "winners™.
On the other hand, we collected the life-stories of the former
Party reformers, former union advisers, former activists of the
regional units of Scolidarity, journalists and academicilans who
~until December, 1981- were on top positions and were subsequent-
ly eliminated for their independent or hostile to the regime opi-
nions. The cassette records were destroyed immediately after ma-

king transcripts in order to ensure the security of respondents.

Major conclusions. Some synthetical conclusions may be drawn

from the study at this, preliminary stage. First, neither cate-
gory of the respondents verceive itself as definite winners or
locsers. However, it is obvious, that the "winners" see the
other group as definite loosers. On the other hand, the "loo-
sers" see the other group as temporary winners. These two feel-
ings are subsequently interpretd in terms of individual attitu-
des towards the political processes. Second, neither the "winn-
ers” have the sense of absolute victory, nor the "loosers” indi-
cate the consciousness of the absclute loss. In terms of indi-
vidual attitudinal response this means that the "loosers" still
construe scme visions of the future strugole and confrontation,
and that the "winners" still doubt about the effectiveness of
their measures. Third, it is evident that the "loosers"” repre-
sent the model of latent socico- political maturity: their matu-
ration was slow and retarded by the consumerist manipulation of
Gierek's regime and by economic hardships of the crisis of late
1970s. It is specially seen how late did the workers come to
any advanced forms of conscliousness and for how long did they
believe in political rethorics of the regime. Fourth, it i1s ob-
vious that the production of political elite is still subject of

reqular and slow selection.
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feel such reguirements as agvanted oaeorees 1n  the fiele fusaal.y a

Licenciaturs as well 3s oraduate work overseas), opublicaticns 1n  refereec

journais, an¢ a substantial record of university-ievel teacnina. The
difference, which the military understood clearly. 15 that while
professionalists rarelvy oo bevond the boundaries of oprofessionalism. critics
make a point of going bevond them to address issues of social relevance.

Thie opaper alsc suggests that sowun atter the ailitarv intervensd in the
universities. it discovered that it could not trust either agroup of
phitosophers. so it appointed academic personnel more amenable to silitary
ruie whg for that reason as well as because of their adherence to the
oelitical obrectives of the renime 1 call officialists. Finaiiv. this paper
sLagests that continued restrictions on philosophical activity eventuallv led
to the upipn of the two previousiv antapgontstic aroups, which now distanced
themcselves and on pccasion pooosed the official philosophers i1nstalled by the
mili1tary regime. Thus., a+ter a decade of tight control over the discipline and
the universitv, the military achieved exactly what 1t souaht to avoid: an
rncreasinoly disenchanted coamunity of scholars who once again are veotal not

only about the oroblems of the university, but those of the countrv as well.

Chilear Pnilosophy After 1973

While 1t 12 true that the disputes concerning the objectives of
philoscphv. and those of the academic disciplines in general. became hichly
antagonistic during the 1940°s, the full extent of such disputes would only
become clear with the militarv intervention at the unmiversities in 1973,

Inevitably, the violent character of this intervention, particulariy at the

Faculty of Philosophv and Education, which was still known as the instituto

Fedanscico. posed the aquestion about which conceotion of ohilosoohv would

coexist with mtlitary control of the universities.
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For those who viewed ohilosophv as a professional and academic exercise.
the wmilitary intervention represented a such wanted end to the ooliticizatior
of the wuniversities during the 1960°s. It also meant the opossibilitv of
cultivating a conception of philosoohv free froa the social and critical
desands which characterized the discipline durinc the opre-silitarv coup
period. This view of philoscphv was by definition exespt from haviag to
guestion the legitimacy of the militarv intervention, and from expressing
apinions that could be construed as political

For those who viewed philpsophv as a critical instrument responstve to
national oroblesms. the situation wunder military rule became act onlv
precarious but openlv dangerous. in the afterwmath of the iptervention, the
orofessors and students who »oﬁ_oxmu this view of philosophvy were either
forced to resign their chairs ar expelled. Some of them were 1moriscned and
others exiled. or both,

Instead, the wmilitarv appointed professors who were marginal to aor
altogether unknown in the Chilean philosoohical comsunity. Al though they did
not  have the international. or even naticnal reputation of the
professionalists. these new acadesics shared with them the view that tne
discipline was fundamentally academic and apolitical. But perhaps nmore
importantly, these professors suoported the military fullv and were willino to
work in administrative positions under mi}itarv supervision.

In turn, the military gave full institutional support to these orofessars
and their philossohical preferences. At the same time. it alienated thoce wha.
because of their philosophical professionalism and prestige. had expected to
becose the dominant current in Chilean philosophv. The intervention at the
universities made it clear to thes that what the militarv wats lookina fgr was

not ophilosophical professionalism, but & model of ophilosaphical activity



314

133 >-uw_w¢ 3 Jay431au sy -ayeeud o) padjay pey A3y3 yatyw esriruotlISI 0Ll
._-unzma-oﬂ_:n UY IPISUTIL AJwyITIe 3yl aas o) sday Jrayy nw 5T [[an se 'jsey
PINON s3t3(s.iaatun 3y) 3w uotjuarsazur Aderrim ay3 Buoy moy 3naqe au=m~wnnu:=
FRETTPY nu‘umu 3q Aww Avpap $14L "adeid axey o} awry awos 1003 SuOtIdwRs atayy
* JBAaN0yY “sased [(e U[ -uot3jisedde :uao ov UBIIRIOGRI[OD WCL} AGURL pue capim
S1 SuoTioRad asayy wu ¥n4333d3 ayy  -sSarIfsLaAiun ayy 3w USTIUSAJBIUT AJe3TlIw
343y 9} Jayjour uo Aemw Auo ul pajaRad 8ARY  sJuaydosoyryd Istrruntssdoud
Aure  s53131100 UI JuaeaA[oAut .8Jaydosetryd ayy o} sv [[am se ‘siaydosoyIyd
”muuﬂvmuu 8U} 40 %33uay Ay3 03 pascddo  A[[eauab Yonoyl 1y  -suasied  Jtayy
$0 [BLJ}  J{N3I341p }sOW a3yy sdeyiad v:mvm o3} sJdaydosoyriyd ISIlPUDISSa 4040

PAUYSTIGeIsS? 3yl Palso} sey S3aTITSJAAIun Ay 1T UOTIUDALBIUL AderTiie  ayy

$J3YCDS0( 144 357 [e0a155a3044 Y]

awthal AJRIITTE Ay} AQ pajiiwiad st H3Iyw A3TAI3O¥ Teatydesofiyd

10 [apo® @ juawa{del 03 anUIIUGI  A3yy 3sne33aq ATuo it juedTpiudts

S1  Aliszaatun wzv‘«m ajuasaud ar1ayy} LTITIS "] adojaq  pray autrasIsip

ayy $0 SJBg%a] JawJoj Ay} P43 SJTEY3 JTwapede A3y 3y SuTAdnaa0 40 23108yt
AUUOSOTTYD UeI[IY) Juasaldad O} pajies STy Aydoso]Iyg 12131450 *Al[eiauag

. *AJTATIOT (esTydosaiIyd 40

9dAl  JIUIISIP umo 511 dotasap o3 YITuw wOit aseq 3Y3III] punoy sey Aydosojtyd

[BI3T440 “A318JaATuND 3y} PuOA3q ajT[ $31 p3INUIIUOD Sey >nnoma~w:n‘ ueayiyy

#0333 Ay} aArtym  'ysed ay3 ur satpngys TRI14d0S0{1yYe 03 3} pa3Inposjul  oym

S[EUOISSasoud AJ3A 3yl AQ pIuapueqe usag sey pue aarssaubai s1 jdeazye eyl
.rawLun I2Ul  BULIRD JRIPNIS SUANUTYY PUT STOOYIS AsaA ay3 Gurysasinsas sasea
28OS Y1 'S, 0Ga} Wy3 *r 13p0% J13STiPUOYISSA404d 3yl O3 yaeq futod Ag ucriInpaud
12314dasoriya  ued(iyy ;o weasjsures  ayy uief a3 jdwajye ur apes aawy

543400SOTTYG  (¥I3L:40 JPY3 ANJ) ST 3T aliym "A3IA133I0p040 ;0 [aAai Juasaud

337 PUR  3IUSSALD drwapEIT ST UIRIULEE O} aEIbaL ay) $¢  js08dns  panurjupa

4yl Uus 5pUICAP Pue UMO 33T 40 IHTL OU SPY JUSIANT STY *AL14] ur aulidatastp
U3 39 JUAWADTAAIP  BYY 4ITM  UOIIIBUUDD  JOCEW DU - DUTAGH . *S@T3ISJIATUN
Y3 J® ALRILIIE Ay} AG N0 prRf  saseq yujc_usu_um:u, 34}, vodn jU3Lanl
SI43} 40 ajuapuagap ayy sy A31ATIINPOLD 30 AJ®] SI1Y3 63 nmuuamg_ Al32aatg

"3I%3143 & 0} paanpaJ uaaq mou mmcﬁ.numn>.>ucvsa;:agu 208

a3 Apzeinbas paystignd yatym B[ O%0(T4 3P €3STASY a8yl *SRURL 113y} wody
Pabia¥a STPUOISSI0J0 MAU DUTPUEISING AUR SARY JOU . JUSJJINI SIY AG - PIINDOLD
U33q  2ABY 230U 30 SRIBTL [EITHUOSI[IYA Ou  *13ABKOY  43Im0T STy} 33rasag
*AYOOSO{IYa 1P131440 30
§3uaua} ay3 UT SIUAPNIS AIBINDE 0F IPELIAP ¥ DRY Apeadre mn;‘uﬂ 404 *AJISIIATUR
343 3® aduelloduy Juasaud S3T SATIINO  S5S3[AYIIIAAU | ABE  JUILINI.  styp
*30URYD  SUDIIIPUDD YIRS UAYM JBICAESID [[AM AJSA SNYY JyGiw pue apn. AJBYTETH
AQ  pa3PaJI  3UQI}LPuG] —muﬂamqon 3y} 40 3Inpauo Ay3 Af4RI[I ST 3IuPuTNOp
33T TAITSJAATIUR TRUDTIEN AYJ T TR ARE JUBLIND STY] JUEUINOD IIAIMON - CALILAOT
343 UL AYdOSOflyd TRIITy40 3O ployounuls Jolew aus S AYADSRTTYd 4T  weinaun
9. AJISISATUA [PUOIIEN 34l  ‘Pa2PUl.  CAJISJAATYR [RLOTIIEN BUL 3B ATJe[A21ysed
Pue  “53131543AIUR  DUIPEA &Y} UL SuUT}ISOd JTeapeIr  Uofee 3sow  satdnala
31 8SN®I3Q  JUILIND $TY} JIPISUDI O} JUEIIOOWT ST 3T *SPuUNDJB [EITYOOSO{tyd

uo 33ueITHIUBLS  iofew Qu  BABY  $JaydOSOTIYd [RIIT440 Ay}  yonOY3 [y

Si3YdosTEITug (e1a1350 24l

‘Aydasorryo ueaftys

UQ pRU SRY SINL AJBYITIE DR [EN33® ayl uc JYG1{ pays [{IM SON0JD Gutmo[icy
3344l . Ay} $0 UOL3INPOLE  [EIIGOOSOTIHD Iy} O UGLRUIGeX3 Jaso(d Y

"SBUD [BIT114D

3y} GuTirRuIeITa pu® ‘S.Jayoosoftyd ywﬂnmcoumnu+oLn buipeai ayy Dutjeuarie uaje

Afuo Ing "1BU3 ISOC QP 0} DUIT[IN SIINWAPEdE AUG® PUNG} AJRIT{IN ayl *butydeay

531 ®OJj SIUSEI[A [PICITID pue [ETI0S 23Ru9}{1Q0 O} PAIDAOXE SEM  AUOOSO[tYd

[9131330 w3y 3y, -3vrbas a3y} jo 53A0380Q0 [E3TIT[OC A4} yIIM  B{QI}ECE03



the univers:ties, nor was their view o

professionaliss restored, these
philosophers proceeded toc react.

The most explicit case of collaboration with the repise comes froa Juan
de Dios Vial Larrain, As opposed to the official philosophers, Vial enjovs a
considerable reputation in his field of setaohvsics, Presently the Dean of
the Faculty of Philosophy at the Catholic bniversity, and forserly a professor
at the fustral and National universities, Vial entered the Ministry of Foreign
Relations as an aide to then minister Hernan Cubilies in 197%. This public
proclamation of support for the wmilitary regime, however, represents an
exception. By and large, professional philosophers have avoided identifving
themselves with the regime. But they have avoided criticizing it as well.
Felix Schwartzmann. for instance, ccilaborates with neither the wmilitary
regime nor with the offigial academac circles. in his work, both befare and
after 1973,

Schwartzmann has weaintained a iine of thought whase basis he

estabiished 1n his acclaised El sentimientp de 1o humano en América. Mis work,

although cons:istently referring to contemporary 1ssues, 1% spo universai 1n
character that 1t is indeed difficult to gauge the extent to which his thought
has been affected by the events of the post-i973 era. What is ohvious, at
least, 1is that his work during the last decede does not dwell on the theses
that concern the official philosophers. On the contrary., his writings reveal
an interest in appiyino philosophy to the understanding ot contemporary soccial
probless such as the forms of human interaction, the role of the state. and
the effects of rapid technological change. However, his assertions are
universal enough to make i1t difficult to establish a connection between his
philosophvy and more specific national problems,

Schwartzeann's lack opf specification was recently aquestioned by the

writer Enrigue Lafourcade in the leading Chilean newspaper El Mercurio. In an

intervies mwith Schwartzaann, Lafourcade asked hie for the reasons why Chilean
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philosophers “say nothing® to either “dissent or applaud” the actions of the

silitary rega

. Schwartzsann’'s laconic answer wast "l have never been
silent.” eaven though his writings do not make specific reéerences to the
current situatien. However, Schwartzeann hieself provides the key to

understanding his wmsanner of breaking the silence: *To speak of Einstein's

phitosophy seans more for democracy than to talk about unpaid loans (carteras

vencidasl).,"

This way of referring to both the military regise and Chilean philosophy
without naeing thee specifically can also be found in Gastén Gomezr Lasa, 2
protessor of Ancient Philosophy at Austral Universitv who was resoved from his
post at the National University after the couo. Like Schwartzeann, Gdmez
Lasa enjovs a considerable professional reputation thanks to hi1gs work on, and
direct translation of., flato. First, his emphasis on the Platonic dialooue,
which (a% the critical philosopher Edisocn Otera has pointed cut) shows Gomez
Lasa’'s effort to contribute from the tield of philosophy to the politically
relevant guestion of dialogue being discussed in other areas of natignal life.
Gastén Gomez Lasa has concentrated on the studv of the Platonic dialogue +or

wost of his acadeamic life. which already spans a quarter of a century, thus

ent.

reflecting an interest in the subject that goes bevend the political =n
Still, the relevance and the isplications of such studv have not escaped the
attention of the wider public, The organized opposition to military rule, 1in
particular, has sade dialogue one of its leading demands since 1978.

Second, Gomez Lasa’s choice of texts reveals a view pf philosophy which,
although obvious only to specialists, not only pavs attention to the politigal
aspects of the pbilosophical {radition, but gives theam the stature of central
themes within that tradition,

In effect. during the post-1573 period., Gomez

Lasa has transiated and published Plato's Seventh tLetter and Socrates Apology.
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i% an active wesber of the Chilean Cosmission for Human Rights,
In regard to Chilean philosopohy, Giannini has recently manifested his
preference for the type of philosophical activity which characterized the

1960°s. In addition. as editor af the journal Escritos ge Yeoris, Biannini has

orevided & forum for varicus non-official philasophers. But inscfar as his

omn philosophical work is concerned, Giannini remains attached to a
traditional and professionalist philosophical crientation. Even though he has
written on such themes as nationalism and ideclogy, more representative of his

work in philosophv is his Tiempo y espacio en Aristoteles y Kant. which teals

with the most traditicnal aspects of the discipline.

But it was the late professionalist philosopher Jarge Millas whose
intellectual and philosophical work was eost profoundly affected by military
intarvention, 0f the nmembers of the orofessionalist group, it was Jorge
Millas who becase closest to the critical philosophers persecuted by the
ailitary government, However . the differences between Jorge Millas and the
critical philosophers are still quite substantial, although sainlv duripg the

pre-1973 period. and the first years of military rule. In 1974, for instance,

in a prologue to Williaam Thayer's Empresa y universidad. Millas described the

last ten vears at the universitv as vears of disorder. Prior to this, Millax
had actively resisted the attempts to reform both the gdiscipiine and the
university froa his position as chairsan of the Department of Philosophy
during the 1960°s. The advent of militarv rule represented. for him., in sany
Wavs & new beginning for the universities, As he suggested in the aftermath
of the military coup, “once again we ask ourselves about the identity of the
university, and about the +{ores of interaction and efficiency which it
requires to be saved." These cautious words of hope, Hhowever, turned into
bitter disappointmeent by 1975, At that time. Millas not only changed the

orientation o4 his philosophical work, but he also became ane of the most

butspoken critics of silitary intervention at the universities.,
In his philosophical work, Millas expressed his concern for the situation
ot contemporary Chile in his writirgs on violence. Violence, he explained, is

not only a legitimate these of philosophical inguiry. but one of particular

relevance in Chile, wuheare ignoring it “might accentuate the dangerous

-uaunzopzuuj and pharisaisa of the ment.” Even more significant was his
willingness to opauge the value of the different phijascphical schools
according to their capacity to account for the caoncrete probless of societv.
This desand was repeatediy made by the critical philosophers during the
1960 s, when phenomenology and existentialism, in particuiar., were accused of
ignoring sucth problems. Phencaenology, popular among the official philasophers
in the mid-seventies, ctame ynder the attack of Millas, who was hiasel+
instrumental in introducing it in professianal circles.

The reason for Millas’ change of orientation lies i1n the nature of his
focus. for the problems of violence., in his view. cannot be treated in
phenomenclegical terms. A phenosenological studvy of violence. accurding to
Millas, is merelv analvtical and leads to "talking asout worlds that are not
1n  this worid." With phenomenology in mind, Millas oroceeded to attack those
philosophical schools, Marxism included, which he viewed as coepatible with

violence. Without openly acknowledging it, Millas bela

dly agreed with the
foremost critical demand of the 1960 s: to judge the value of a given
philosoohical school not so aeuch for its internal coherence as for its
capacity to address the probless of society.

Expelled +rom Austral University for declaring opinions contrary to the
ailitary regise :n the city of Concepcidn in 1980, Millas returned to his
teaching position only after a flurry of protests from academics around the

country threatened the oprecious peace sought by the ailitary at the
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officral circles., But seemiraly, the coRLng together of ophilosophv and
politics 1n Millas, which has so sharply divided the activity o¢ other
professtonalist ohilosaphers, was not enough tc sustain his, His resagnation

from the university., and. in the words of Huaberto Biarnini. the *svstem

and devastating war" waged against him hecause of his critigues of the

military government, apparently caused hie great sorrow. He died at the age of

sixtv-five in Novesber pf 1982,

With Millas' death the future of professionalist philosaophy is presently
unclear., due to the general tendency of this group to abstain 4rom actions and
opinions  that might be interpreted as political. However, Millas' stature
during the last vears of his life. his constant presence in the media. has in
many wWavys created an audience which now demrands certain pronouncesents from
those engaged 1a philosophical activitv, The latest exposure of such
philosophers as Humbertp Giannini, Gastdn Goeez Lasa and Félix Schwartzmann in
the oress :s certainly anm indication of that demand. Although thev mav retreat
to the securitvy of professionalisa, there 1s enough publit pressure to prospt
these intellectuals to assuee some of Millas ' concerns.

The Critical Philpsaphers

Unlike the professionalist philosophers, the critical ones ¢id not expect
a restoration of professional philosophical activity froe the wilitary
governaent. The very nature of their writings reveals their awareness of the
isplications of militarv rule for national and university life. Two notable
cases  are those of Juan Rivare and Edison Otero, who had been critics of the
‘committed” philosophy propounded by leftist academics at the National
Universitv's Facultvy of Philospphy, They hag also led universitv-based
ooposition movements against the authorities of that Facultv, then headed by

historian and Comaunist FParty leader, the late Herndn Ramirez Necochea.
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published his *"The Distinction Between the Social and Natural Sciences.* in
Estudiog Sociales, a journal edited by the Corporacion de Promocidn
Universitaria (CPU}, which 1s an institution that has provided a aeeans of
expression for an important nusber of academics purged 4rom Chilean
universities since 1973, [In this publication, as well as in ow:n1u of the
Documentos de Trabajo series edited by CPU, Otero established the basis for a
study of the connection between philosophy and the social and natural
sciences. In these writings, Oterc alsoc offers a critigue of the obstacles
which in his view keep the disciplines separated, as well as an attack against
academic and professionalistic practices in general. These are the practices
which in his opinion have imposed on knawledge the fragmentarv character that
1t now has.

Philosaophy. according to Otero, is the discipline best suited to overcome
this ¢ragmentation, due to its capacity to establish connections among
different disciplines. But philosophy, he regrets, has also been fracmented by
professionalistic practices. *These days,” Otero suagests. "otficial academic
philosaphy neglects the developaent of connectioas (with other sciences) and
instead affects an air of self-sufficiency by cultivating the scholastic study
of 1ts own past,” Although without specifically eentioning 1t, Otero seeas to
be pointing a critical finger at the practices of the official philosophers,

Further avidence of Otero’s interest i1n the theses that are the province
of other social sciences i1s his concern with the subject of violence. Like
Jorge Millas, with whom he co-authored La violencia y sus aiscaras. the
probles of viclence constitutes in his view a genuine subiject of philosophical
inquiry, Unlike Millas, however, he uses the results of the social and
natural sciences to present his views on this phencaencn. The same 1s :poarent

in Otero’'s subseguent book on this theme., Los signos de l& violencia, (45
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1spact of technological change i1n snciety, particularly in  undergeveloped

isi the import of scientif:c developments for philosophv, and above all.
the search for concepts to understand those aspects of realitvy neclected bv
traditional philosophy. 0One of the major concepts he developed prior to 1973
was that of “dilemsa, which he regarded as anpropriate to understanding
conteaporary forms of social existence, and which served him to advance one of

the apst devastating critiques of traditianal philosophy ever expressed in
Chilean philosophy, Traditional philosophy, he charged, was consciousiy
neqlectful af those social instances that defied the harmony of the
discipline,

Rivano's work after 1973 fellows similar lines., As a professianal trained
in  wmathematics, leoaic and theorv of kaowledoe., Rivanoc has saintatned close
ties with the most traditional aspects of the discipline, But his activity in
these areas 1s largely critical. Criticism, however, allows him to set forth a
view of phrlosophical activity as a practice that addresses conteaparary
soci1al, cultural and political problees. Since 1973 he has written seven
book-length asanuscripts and some twentv~one essavs, a level of productivaty
which is only matched in Chile by that of Bdmez Lasa, and which is resarkable
canstdering that he spent a vear 1n prison and even sore tise resettling 1in
the Middle East and Europe.

Rivano's production can be classified, rather schematically, in three
major proups: 1) logic and epistemology; 2) social and pelitical philosonhy;
and 3} literature. The theme that unites these writings concerns Rivano's
canviction that ¢the complexity of human and social experience can be
apprehended logically. His main argusent suggests that logical categories can
be devised so that such complexity can be handled and understood rather than
simpiafied or obliterated. as he claims 15 done in formal. mathesatical and

even diatectical logic. This leads hi1s to explore a variety of exaaples.
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sainly ¢rom the contemporary sociral and political world, which in his view

illustrate how traditional philosophy and logic +ail to provide an intelligent

of reality. Although he uses a2 nuaber of findings from the
natural and social sciences, it is clear that his sajor sources come fros the

field of logic. Even his literature, which aerits consid

ation that space
does not permit here, 1is sore often than not a vehicle for the expression of
his logical concerns. And logic has served him to address disciglinary and
extra-disciplinary subjects in a eritical fashion.

Rivanc's view of philosophical activity was, and still is, incospatible
with official philosoohv in Chile. Because he and his current reouire
philosophy to address all aspects op¢ reality, even if this means going bevand
the academic and political boundaries of the discipline, critical philosophy
has met the hostilitv of the official circles that have & mandate to cultivate
an uncritical brand of the discipline. However, there has been no debate.
philosophical or otherwise. between critical and official philosophers on the
objectives of the discipline, Rather, the ideas of Juan Rivano, as those of
Edison dterc and Renato Cristi. have been set with force. This situation
reveals how undesirable critical philosophy i1s, not oaniv for officiral

philosophical tircles. but for the wilitary regime itself.

Conclusion

The military intervention at the universities. and the repercussions this
intervention has had for philosophical activity, has producted a previously
unexpected turn in the orientation of contemcorary Chilean philosophy. It has
brought claoser together the professionalist and critical views of the
discioline, which seesaed to be so thoroughly incompatible during the 1960 s.
Both views and their fcliowers have borne the brunt of government censorship

and repressiaon, Only that philosophy which is comoatible with the political
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sa transmission et conservation {oral, &crit) qui déterminent ses crité-
res de vérité mais 1'@pisthémé et les conditions sociales de sa reproduc-
tion. La mémoire collective (orale) et 1'histoire (8crite) expliquent
toutes les deux le passé pour le présent. Elles analysent les traces
contenues dans le présent en les transformant en messages (c'est-3-dire
en leur accordant un sens). La lecture méthodique (3 1'aide d'un modéle
ou ensemble des modéles) et critique (par rapport 3 1*authenticité de la
trace} produit un discours socialement situd. S 1'intérét pour le passéd
{accumulation des traces) peut &tre socialement gratuit, c'est-i-dire
fruit d'une curiosité, qui est d8jd culturellement orientde, un discours
sur Te passé est toujours socialement marqué. Quant & son impact politi-
que, c'est moins la forme qui importe que la capacité des lecteurs/audi-
teurs de 1'utiliser pour lecture critique du présent dans le passé, leur
capacité de construire cette lecture 3@ 1'aide de 1'8pisthémé du systéme
socio-politique dominant. 11 y a dans tout présent des dépdts de traces,
dépdts qui peuvent Btre explords et méme capitaliséds dans la lutte pour
le pouvoir symbolique. A Jeur tour les messages et les méthodes qui
servent 3 les construire & partir des traces circulent entre la mémoire
collective et 1'histoire sur un marché qu'on peut comparé au nmarché
d'échanges Yinguistiques de Bourdieu (1982);
formes de la méme historiographie.

elles sont souven:t deux

Les récits de vie mais Bgalement les formes artistiques dites fol
kloriques (E.P. Thompson, 1978; K. Thompson, 1980}, la peinture, le
théatre ou la chanson “populaire®, la rumeur (Le Genre Humain, 1983) dite
au ZaTre "radio trottoire" expriment et reproduisent & chaque performance
la mémoire collective. En tant que lieu de production idéologique, ces
expressions d'une culture "populaire" actualisent autant socialement que
politiquement a travers des performances individuelles une connaissance
méthodique et critique du passé dans le présent. Elles sont donc des
lieux ou s'affrontent, & travers leurs productions, les "intermédiaires
culturels” (Université d'Aix-en-Provence, 1981) appartenant aux divers
espaces sociaux et politiques, des Tieux ou s'affrontent et s'interpéné
trent 1'oral (Meschonnic, 1982) et 1'@crit {Goody, 1977), des lieux o e
politique pénétre le social puisqu'ils ne sont “populaires” que dans la
mesure ol un pouvoir qui s'approprie un @pisthémé les faits tels (Bour-
dieu, 1982; 1983).

L'analyse de ces discours {j'y inclus le discours graphique
-Ropars-Wuilleumier, 1981) qui utilisent les faits (ou leurs souvenirs)
du passé pour situer les groupes socfaux (y compris division de sexe)
dans un présent politique, permet une saisie dynamique de 1'imaginaire
coliectif qui informe discours et sentiments d'identité collective (Ber-
que, 1978). Ainsi s'ouvre au chercheur 1'accés & la perception du poli-
tique par les diverses composantes de ta société civile (notons qu'elle
est un phénoméne historique contemporain @ la monopolisation du politique
par 1'ttat) qui est loin de constituer un bloc monolitique. Dans la
mémoire et 1'imaginaire collectifs s'expriment les idéologies des modes
populaires d'action politique (Bayart, 1983; 1984}, 11 est donc impor-
tant d'y saisir les visions de 1'autorité et des mécanismes d'exploita-
tion ainsi que la 18gitimité interne de 1'opposition, de la subversion,
de la violence en tenant compte du marché des messages, modéles et formes
qui existe entre la culture dominante et celles “"populaires” (de Certeau,
1980}.

Notons cependant que la mémoire collective est dans sa forme finale
(discours sur le passé), contrairement 2 ses matériaux, le produit d'une
couche sociale aux 1intBréts particuliers; Jles intermédiaires culturels
sont des agents de la pdnétration vers "le bas® des idéologies venant
d'"en haut", ¢'est-a-dire des artisans de 1'articulation des modes popu-
laires aux actions politiques institutionnelles. C'est ainsi que les
récits de vie deviennent un témoignage de premiére importance, ils expri-
ment autant 1'implantation de la mémoire collective dans un projet indi-
viduel de vie qu'ils permettent de suivre le rdle concret des intermé-
diaires culturels.

Dans la mesure ol la"tradition” n'est pas un héritage fixe et im-
muable du pasé mais un construit du présent, une norme qui autant unit
que sépare les acteurs historiques puisqu'elle nourrit les identités
collectives du présent (Hobsbawm et Ranger, 1983} des matBriaux du pass@,
les conventions narratives [cycligue ou lindaire) sont surtout perti-
nentes pour saisir le rapport du présent au futur (Vansina, 1978). ta
“tradition" actualise le passé non pas pour le plaisir des acteurs mais
pour accorder les projets individuels aux stratBgies collectives qu'un
pouvoir oriente a travers le processus de production culturelle. Une
tradition qui n'est pas histoire, doit &tre authentique mais pas
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Les &vénements sont individuellement des accidents qui méme dans
les sociétés les plus totalitaires ne sont et ne peuvent pas &tre entfé-
rement contrdlés puisqu'ils résultent des pratiques souvent opposdes des
acteurs historiques qui les produisent collectivement mais les vivent
individuetlement. Par contre la lecture des &vénements, donc le sens
social qu'ils prennent, est largement (mais jamais entiérement pour un
individu) fourni par la mémoire collective. Par ailleurs, un événement
décontextualisé peut &galement prendre place dans 1'imaginaire collectif,
Sorti de la durde (de cette historicité concréte) et placé dans un rap-
port conventionnel propre & chaque imaginaire collectif, i1 n'est plus
important quand et si jamais i1 est arrivé,

C'est ainsi que le pouvoir de nommer {Le Genre Humain, 1982)
rejoint le pouvoir symbolique non pas de manidre mécanique mais 3 travers
un rapport de negociation, un marché des echanges symboliques qui comme
tout marché n'est point neutre. Comme i1 n'y a pas de mémoire coilective
ou d'imaginaire social exclusifs et tout individu est capable (mais n'est
pas socialement libre) de lecture multiple d'un &vénement selon 1'une des

grilles disponibles pour le penser et classer.

La mémoire collective est un discours sur le passé, discours qui se
nourrit des connaissances collectives et individuelles mais dont 1'objec-
tif est de produire un sens aux enjeux du présent. Plus immédiate que
1'historicité, elle confronte les enjeux politiques et sociaux a plus
court terme que 1'historicité. Dans la terminologie braudelienne on
pourrait assimiler }'historicité a long terme, 3 un cadre de légitimité
qui assure la permanence d'identités, et des forces politiques et &cono-
miques, (je dirais volontiers d'un mode de production si ce concept
n'avait pas &t@ si gravement dévalué), Adinsi un temps linéaire de pro-
grés par accumulation giométrique des moyens techniques, est propre aux
sociétds industrielles. 11 s'agit d'une historicité dominante mais point
exclusive et les luttes sociales se jouent autant sur la notion de 1'his-
toricitd et donc du temps (E.P. Thompson, 1967) que sur ses concrétisa-
tions dans les mémoires collectives. C'est ainsi que la folklorisation
des historicités dites populaires vise leur &limination du présent, leur
retrait du champ des luttes sociales vers les muses de la connaissance
{E.P. Thompson 1978; K. Thompson 1980),
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Les &vénements sont individuellement des accidents qui méme dans
les sociétds les plus totalitaires me sont et ne peuvent pas &tre entié-
rement contrdlés puisqu'ils résultent des pratigues souvent opposées des
acteurs historigues qui les produisent collectivement mais les wvivent
individuellement. Par contre la lecture des @evénements, donc le sens
social qu'ils prennent, est largement (mais Jjamais entiérement pour un
individu) fourni par la mémofre collective. Par ailleurs, un &vénement
décontextualisé peut &galement prendre place dans 1'imaginaire collectif.
Sorti de la durde (de cette historicité concréte) et placé dans un rap-
port conventionne! propre 3 chagque imaginaire collectif, {1 n'est plus
important quand et si jamais {1 est arrivé.

C'est ainsi que le pouvoir de nowmer (Le Genre Humain, 1982)
rejoint le pouvoir symbolique non pas de maniére mécanique mafs a travers
un rapport de négociation, un marché des &changes symboliques qui comme
tout marché n'est point neutre. Comme 11 n'y a pas de mémoire collective
ou d'imaginaire social exclusifs et tout individu est capable (mafs n'est
pas soctalement libre) de lecture muitiple d'un @vénement selon 1'une des
grilles disponibles pour le penser et classer.

La mémoire collective est un discours sur le passé, discours qui se
nourrit des connaissances collectives et individuelles mais dont 1'objec-
tif est de produire un sens aux enjeux du présent, Plus immédiate que
1'historicitd, elle confronte les enjeux politigues et sociaux 3 plus
court terme que 1'historicité. Dans la terminologie braudelienne on
pourrait assimiler 1'historicité 3 long terme, & un cadre de légitimité
qui assure la permanence d'identités, et des forces politiques et &cono-
miques, (je dirais volontiers d'un mode de production si ce concept
n'avait pas &té si gravement dévalué), Ainsi un temps linéaire de pro-
grés par accumulation géométrique des moyens techniques, est propre aux
sociétés industrielles. I1 s'agit d'une historicité dominante mais point
exclusive et les luttes sociales se jouent autant sur la notion de 1'his-
toricité et donc du temps (E.P. Thompson, 1967} que sur ses concrétisa-
tions dans les mémofres collectives. C'est ainsi que la folklorisation
des historicités dites populaires vise leur &limination du présent, leur
retrait du champ des luttes sociales vers les misées de la connaissance
(E.P. Thompson 1978; K. Thompson 1980).
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celle de classe, 1'usage actueile du terme blanc -mundele ou Muzungu en
fait clairement, surtout dans la chanson, un terme de classe et pas de

race. Le tableau "Simba Bulaya" construit autour de la légende du blanc
mangeur d'hommes renforce cette perception.

Une absence qui frappe dans ce corpus uocqﬂwbnrnxmm consgient du
temps et du changement, est celle de T'utopie et aoswvnnmwwcmm; ' imagi~
A
nairé semble confisqud par le pouvoir et avec Tui est confisd@¥ 1'espoir
du changement.
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